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being uſuall to affix ſo Many naveer at Jengob'-to * t r be 


one Treatiſe, - my yt an dent 

For the work it ſelf,it ſpeaketh its own praiſe, 
and is now once more ſubjected to thy cenſure and 
Judgement : This ſecond publication of it was 
occaſioned by another book for viadication;: of 


the Miniſtery by the Provinciall Aſiembly of 


London, wherein there are frequent appeals to 
Smetymnunss; thoxgh otherwiſe I ſhould have 
judged the reprinting ſeaſonable ; for the Lord 
hath now returned us to ſuch a junCture of time, 
wherein there is greater freedom of debate with- 
out noyſe and vulgar prejudice ; and certainly if 
the quarrell of Epiſcopacy were once cleared, and 
brought to an iſſue,we ſhould not be ſo much in the 
dark, in other parts of Diſcipline, the conviEtion 
of anerrour by (olid grounds being the beſt way 
to finde out the truth ; reformations carried on 
wtth popular tumult, rather then rationall con- 
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LE&8$23 STAT ESILES LEES IEC 
Moſt Honourable Lords, 
And ye the Knights,Citizens,and Burgeſles of 


the Honourable Houſe of CoMMoNSs. 


[ Lthough we doubt not, but that book which was Jately 
| dire&ted to your Honours, bearing the name of an Hwum- 
ble Remonſtrance , hath had accefſe unto your preſence : 
and is in the firſt approaches of it, diſcovered: by your diſcer- 
ning ſpirits,to be neither Humble,nor a Remonſtrence; but a heap 
of confident and ungrounded affertions; fo that toyour Honenrs 
a Reply may ſeem ſuperfluous: Yet left the Authour ſhould glory 
in our ſilence, as a granting of the cauſe; we humbly crave 
your Honours leave to preſent,not ſo much to your ſelves, as to 
the world by your hands,a view of this Remonſtrancezin which 
the Authour after too large a Preface, undertakes the ſapport of 
two things, which ſeem to him to be threatned with danger of a 
preſent precipice,the Liturgie,and the Hierarchy. | 
It was a conſtitution of thoſe admired ſons of Juſtice the Areo- dvvv nab; yy | 
pagi; that ſach as pleaded before them ſhould plead wichout pre» ©/% wiwe | 
facing and without paſſion : had your Hoxeurs made ſuch a eon= #* 
ſtitution , this Remonſtrance muſt haye been baniſhed from the 
face of your Afſembly ; for the Pref#e fils almoſt a fourth part ® 
of the book, and the reſt ſwels with ſo many paſſionate Rhetorica- 
tions,as it is harder for us in the multitude of his words to finde 
what his _ is that we have to anſwer, then to anſwer it 
when it is found 
We would not trace him in his words, but cloſe immediately 
with his arguments, did we not finde in him a fad exemplificati - 
on of that divine Axiome , in Multitudine verb;rum non deeft pec- F4s- 23+ 
catum, in the multitude of words,there wants not fin : for though the 
Author is bold-to call upon your Honours to heare the words of 
truth and confidence,yet how little truth there is in his great cons 
fidence, the enſuing diſcourſe ſhall diſcover. | 
His very words are confident enough, and yet as falſe as con- 
fident; wherein he Impropriates all honeſty unto theſe his Papers,and 
brands all others with the name of Libellers, and yet himſelfe finnes 
a againſt the rule of honeſty, and lies naked to the ſcourge 
of his own cenſure. 
Firſt, 'in ſetting a brand upon all writings that have Iately x 
| A 2 - iſſ:cd Pag. 1. 


Pap 2. 


ruths, 


(2) 


RR Pq had forgotten to ſpeak avyotber- 
ellows 


lenguage then Li : it ſeems himſelfe had forgottex that ſome 
things had ifſued by authority of the King and Parliament. 

Secondly,in taxing (implicicely) all ſuch as wil not own this 
Remonftrance for theirs , as ove. of the peaceable and wel-affetied 
Sons of the Church of England.. | 

Thirdly, in cenſuring the way of petitioning your Honours, 
the ancient and ordinary free way of ſecking redrefſe:of our 
evils, for « Tumultuary under-bend way. 

Fourthly, in nds all ſuch as arenot fautors of this 


Epiſcopal Cauſe, as none of his Majeſties __ Subjets, engroſ- 


ſing that praiſe onely to his own party, ſaying, The eyes of ws the 
good "25 hg of this whole Realme are fixed upon your Succeſſe, &c. 

Fifchly , in Improprieting to the ſame party the praiſe of 
Orthedox,pag.6.as if to b a word, or think a thought againſt 
Epiſcopacy, wereno lefſe Hereſie, then it was in former time to 
ſpeak againft the Popes ſi , or the monkes fat belly 
whereas whether the Epiſcopallpert be the Orthodox , peaceable, 
wel-affetied part, and bis Majeſties only good Subjefis , we leave to 
your Honours to Judge, upon the numerous informations that 
flow in unto you from the ſeveral parts of this Kingdome, 

Nor can they decline your Judgement , ſeeing new you are 
(through Gods bleſſing) happily met in a much lovged for Parlia- 
ment : but whither ſo much longed for by him and his accom- 


® plices, as by thoſe againſtwhom he whets his Style, the prayers 


that have obtained this happy meeting, and the praiſes that doe 
attend it, will decide in that great day. 

The Helena, whoſe Champion this Remonſtrant chiefely is, is 
that Government which he _ Sacred, viz. that Government by 
Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Deanes, Archdeacons, &c. which, ſaith he, 
through the fides of ſome miſliked perſens ſome have endeavoured to 
wound. Miſliked Perſons ? and why not offending perſons? why 
not guilty perſans ? when this Honorable houſe bath found juſt 
cauſe to charge ſome of them with crimes of the higheſt nature, 
Our zeale for your Honours makes us feare, left your afſembly 
ſhould ſuffer in this word ; as if your proceedings againſt ſuch 
perſons ſbould be grounded upon compliance with ſuch as doe 
miſlike them, rather then upon their own demerits or the Juſtice 
of this Court... - 

But whatever thoſe Perſon s be, the Government it ſelf is Sa- 
cred; which by the joynt confeſſion of all reformed Divines , derives it 
ſelf from the times of the bleſſed Apoſtles , without any 4 

thort 
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(3) 
without contradiftion of any v—_p—_—_— in. the world unto this 
preſent age. This is but an Epiſcopell Brevado; therefore we let it 
paſſe, till we come to cloſe and contend with him in the point ; 
where we ſhall demonſtrate, that in the compaſſe of three lines he 
hath packt up as many untruths, as could be ſmoothly couched 
in ſo few words, as any man of common underſtanding , that 
lookes upon the face of the Government of almoſt all reformed 
Churches in the Chriſtian world may at firſtview diſcover. 

But before we come to this , there are yet two things in this 
Preface which we count not unworthy obſervation. The Firſt 
is, the compariſon which he makes between the two Govern= 


ments , the Civil which with. us is Monarchy : and the ſacred , 
which with himr is Epiſcopacy. Of the firſt he ſaith, if Antiquity __ 


may be the Rale (as he plezades it for Sp iopecy) or if Scripture 
(as he interprets Scri —- itis VARIABLE, and ARBITRA- 
RY : but the other D and VNALTERABLE: ſo that had 
men petitioned for the altering of Monarchicall Government, 
they fad (in his Judgement) been lefſe culpable, both by Scri 
ture and Antiquity , then in petitioning the alteration of the 
Hierarchical : Had he found but any ſuch pallage in any of his 
Lewd Libellers (as his modeſty is alwayes pleaſed to terme them ) 
certainly if we may borrow his own phraſe, the cares of the 
three Intereſied Kingdomes, yea all the nergbbour Churches, and if we 
may ſay, the whole Chriſtian world, and no ſmall part beyond it , had 
run with the loud cryes of no lefle then Treaſon,Treaſon. 

Truth is, in his Atiquity we finde that this his uninterrupted 
ſacred Government hath ſo farre invaded the Civil, and ſo yoked 
Monarchy, even in this Kingdome,as(Mealmesbury reports : That: 


Wiliam Kufus oppreſſed by Biſhops , periwaded the Jewes to con» Malmsbury 
ing thereupon to turne Exg/and to their Res lib.g. 


fute them z promi 
ligion,that he might be free of Biſhops. And this is ſo natural an 
eff. & of wnalterable Epeſcipacy, that Pius the fourth to the Spaniſh 
Embafſador , importuning him to permit Biſhops to be decla- 


red by the Councel of Trent to be ure Divine, gave this anſwer: Hiſt. Concil,' 
That his King knew not what he did deſire; for if Biſhops ſhould Trid. 


be ſo declared , they wonld be all exempted from his Power, 
and as independent as the Pope himſelf. 

The ſecond thing obſervable is the compariſon he makes be- 
tween the Jate Alterations attempted in our Neighbour Church 
by his Epiſcopal fafion, and that Alteration that is now juſtly 
defired by the hnmble Petitioners to this Honourable Houſe. The 


ene being attempted by ſtrangers, endeayoring violently to ob- 
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trude Innovations upon a ſetled Church and State, The other hunts 
bly petrtioned to the Heads and Princes of our State by Multitudes 
therein almoſt ruined by an Innovating FaQtion : yet doth not this 
Remonſtrant bluſh to ſay ; if theſe be branded, (ſo he calls the 
juſt cenſures of this Honourable —_ Incend:aries, how ſhall 
theſe Boutefeux eſcape, &c. thus cunningly indeavouring either to 
Juſtifie the former by the praiſe of the latter, or to render the 
latter more odious then the former. 

The attempts of theſe men whom he would thus render o- 
dious , he craves leave to preſent to your Honours in two 
things, which are the ſubjeCts of this quarrel : The Liturzy and 
Epiſcopacy 3 and we humbly crave your Honours leave in both to 


anſwer. 
SECT. II. 

Irft, the Liturgy of the Church of England ( ſaith he) hath been 

hitherto eſleemed ſacred, reverently uſed by holy Martyrs, daily 
frequented by devout Proteſtants , as that which more then once hath 
been confirmed by the Edifts of religious Princes, and your own Par- 
lamentary Afts, &c. And hath it ſo ? whence then proceed theſe 
many Additions and Alterations? that have ſo changed the face 
and fabrick of the Liturgy , that as Dr. Hall ſpake once of the 
pride of England: if our fore-fathers ſhould revive and ſee their 
daughters walking in Cheapſide with their fannes and farthin- 
gales, &c, they would wonder what kinde of creatures they 
were; and - | Nature had forgot her ſelf and brought forth a 
monſter : ſo it theſe holy Martyrs that once ſo reverently uſed 
the Liturgy ſhould revive and look for their Letany ftampt by 
Authority of Parliament , ehey would be amazed, and wonde- 
ring ſay ; England had forgotten her ſelf and brought forth, &c. 
Martyrs? what doe we ſpeak of Martyrs,when we know Sir,that 
one of your own (a) Biſhops ſaid ir in the hearing of many not 
ſo long fince, but you may well remember it, That the Service of 
the Church of England was now ſo dreſt , that if the Pope ſhould come 
and (ee it, he would claime it as bis own,but that it is in Engliſh? 

It is little then to the advantage of your cauſe, tha you tell 
us, it is tranſlated into other languages ; and as little ſervice have 


celeſtia,diſ-ipli- they done to the Church of Exgland, who have taught our Pray- 


nam, Lux mu 
tuetur de tenc 


bris, 0 id ja- 


" ers to ſpeak Latine again : For if it be their Language chictly 


that overthrows the Popes claime, take away that, and what 


ciant chriſtiani hinders then, but the Pope may ſay, theſe are mine? 


wed Antichriſti 
+ crunt. 


Cypr.Ep.74. 


As for uther Tranſlations and the great applanſe it hath obtained 


from forraigne Divmes , which are the fumes this Remonſtrant 


vendi- 


(5s) 


yenditates ; what late dayes have wy we know not;bur the 

t lights of Former ages have farre from this applau- 

ing : weare ſure judicious Calvin faith, that in the Liturgy 

there are - 447g eerabiles Ineptie , which wethink is no very 
t applauſe. 

To vindicate this Liturgy from ſcorne (as he calls it) at home or 
by your Hoxours aide to reinforce it upon the Nation, is the work of 
his Remonſtrance, for the effefting whereof he falls into an u- 
patalelPd diſcourſe about the Antiquity of Liturgies z we call it 
weparalleld, becauſe no man that we have ſeen ever drew the line 

of Liturgy ſo high as he hath done. 

Concerning which, if by Liturgy this Remonſtrant under- 
ſtand an Order obſerved in Church aſſemblies of Praying , reading, 
and expounding the Scriptures, Admiiſtring Sacraments,&c: Such 
a Liturgy we know and doe acknowledge both Fews and Chriſtians 
have uſed. Bur if by Licurgy he underſtand preſcribed and ſtin- 
ted formes of Adminiſtration Compoſed by ſome particular men 
in the Church , and impoſed upon all the reft C as this he muſt 
underſtand, or elſe all he faith is nothing ) we defire and expect 

that thoſe formes, which he ſaich ere yet extant , and ready 10 be 
. produced, might once appeare. 


Remonſtrant diſputes for, appeares by Tertull:an, in his Apol. C p 
0, where he ſaith the Chriſtians of thoſe times did in their pu 
ike aſſemblies pray ſine monitore quis de peflore,without any Promp= 

ter but their own hearts, And that ſo it ſhould be,the ſame Father 

proves in his Treatiſe de Oratione : Sunt que petantur, &c, There 
are ſome things to be asked according to the occaſions of every man : 
the lawfull and ordinary prayer (what is the Lords prayer ) being laid 
as a foundation ; It is lawful to build upon that foundation other 
prayers according to every ones occaſions. And to the ſame purpoſe 

St. Auſtin in his 121. Ep. liberum eſt; &c. it is free to aske the 

ſame things that aredefired in the Lords Prayer, aliis atque altis 


verbis, ſometimes one way and ſometimes another : And before Juſt, Mar. 
this,in that famous place of Iuf.Mar. 4po.2. He,who inſtrutted the *PM. 2. 


[] T7. 


untill the time that the Arian and Pe/agian Herefies did invade 
the Church, and then becauſe thoſe Hereticks did convey and 
ſpread their poyſon in their formes of Pr ayer and Hymnes, the 
hurch thought it convenient to reftrai ne the liberty of m—_—_ 
yas. 
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Liturgy of this former ſort we finde in Juſtine Martyr and Juſt. Mar. 


Tertulizn. But that there were not ſuch ftinted Liturgies as this _—_ 
cre, 
a . 


Gen.c.z 


peeple, prayed according to his ability. Nor was this liberty in g,; 
prayer taken away , and ſet and impoſed formes introduced, chan Gm” 
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Can.18, 
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3. Can.23. 
Anno 397, 
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Can. 12, An, 
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G6) 
and uſing publiqueforms: And firſtic ordained that none ſhould 
pray pro Arbitrio, ſed ſemper eedem preces, that none ſhould uſe 

iberty to vary in prayer, but uſe alwaies the ſame forme, Coxr. 
Laod. Can. 18. yet this was a forme of his own compoting, as 
appears by another Cenon, wherein it was ordered thus : None 
ſhould-uſe any forme, unlefſe he had firſt conferred Cam fretribus 
inftruftioribus : with the more learned of his brethren. Conc. Carth. 3: 
Can.23. and laſtly that none ſhould uſe ſet prayers , but ſuch as 
were approved of in a Synode , which was not determined eill 
the yeare 416. Conc.Milev.2.Can. 12. And had there been any Li- 
turgies of Times of the firſtand moſt venerable antiquity pro- 
ducible, the greatadmirers cf them, and enquirers after them 
would have preſented them to the world ere this. 

We know that Biſhop Andrewes in his zeale for Liturgies pur- 
ſued the enquiry after the Fewiſh Liturgy ſo far, that he thought 
he had found it; and one there was which he fent to Cambridge 
to betranſlated:: but there it was ſoon diſcovered to have been 
made _ after the Jewes:ceaſed to be the Church of God ; and 
ſo-himſelt ſuppreſt ic, that it never ſaw the light under a tran- 
ſlation. 

We wonder therefore what this Remonſtrant meant to affirm 
ſo-confidently,that part of the forme of prayer which was compoſed 
by our bleſſed Savioar, was borrowed from the formes of proyer former= 
ly uſed by Gods people. An opinion we never met before ; indeed, 
we have read that the Rabbines fince the dayes of our Saviour 
have borrowed ſome expreſſions from that Prayer , and from 0- 
ther Evangelical paſſages : But we never read till now , that the 
Lord Chriſt the wiſdome of the Father borrowed from the Wiſdome 
of the R abines expreſſions to uſe in Prayer. 

And as much we wonder by what Revelation or Tradition 
(Scripture being filent in the thing) he knew, that Peter and 
Fobn , when they went up to the Templeto pray , their Prayer 
was not of a ſudden and extemporary conception , but of @ Regular 
preſcription. Sure we are,ſome as well read in Jewiſh antiquity, 
as this Remonſtrant ſhewes himſelf tobe, have told us that the 


.houre of Prayer was the time when the Prieſt burnt Incenſe; and 


the people were at their private prayers without, as appeares 

e 1.9, where we read, that while Zachary the Prieſt went in to 
offer Incenſe, all the people ſtood with out praying in the time 
of the Oblation. Which Prayers were ſo far from being Preſcrept 
Formes or Liturgies that they were not vocal but mental Prayers, 
as Maſter Meade tells us in his expoſition upon the eighth of the 
Revelations. And 


4.) nh | 
And whatever Peter and Jobs did, this we know , that when 
the Publican and the ce went uptothe Templeto pray(as Pag, 13. 


the Apoſtle did at the houre of prayer) their prayer wa not of 


ular preſcription, but of a preſent Conception. nas 
"«c Ae retranebala then tz concerning the Jewiſh 
Liturgies, then che Evangelical Church might berter beve impro- 


ved her peace and bappineſſe , then in compoſing Models of Invocation Peg, 11. 
and Thanksgiving, when there is one extant and rea dy to be produ- 

coed, that was conſtantly uſed by Gods people ever fince Moſes dayes, 

and put over to the times of the Goſpel, and confirmed by ' Apoftolical 

aGiſe : orelſegreat is our lofſe, whaare fo, ily depri- 

ved of the beſt improvement, the Charch made of her peace and bap=-" 

pineſſe in the firſt 300. years : for rejecting thoſe Liturgies that 

are confeſſed by the Learned to: bee Spurious : we , challenge this Euſch. d 
Kemonſirant to produce. any one Lytwrgie that was the ifſue of < wy" 
thoſe times. And bleſſed Corftentive was herein as unhappy as g. 
wee,” who needed not have compoſed forms —_ or his +<-" 
Guard to uſe upon the Lords day, but might would have 

taken them our of former Licurgies,if there had been any ; And 

can ye with patience think that any mgennous Chriſtian ſhould be fe 
tranſported , as upon ſuch weak and unproved premiſes to build P28: 11+ 
fuch a Confident concluſi.n, as this Remonſtrant doth ? and in that 
Concluſion forget the ſtate: of the controverfie, fliding from the 
queſtion of a preſcribed and impoſed Liturgy to an arbitrary book 

rayer. 
n his Rhetorical Encomium of conceived. prayer we ſhall more 
willingly bear a part with him, then they whoſe cauſe he pleads; 
for had that'been in their hearts, which is in this book : to hate, 
to be guilty of powring water upon the Spirit , and gladly to adde oyle 
ratber : ſo many learned, able, Conſcientious Preachers had not 
been moleſted' and ſuſpended, for letting the conſtant flames 
of their fixed conceptions mount up from the altar of their zealous 
beart :anto the throne” of grace.: nor bad' there heen- ſo many, 
advantages watched from tome ſtops and ſeeming ſoleciſmes in 
ſome mens prayers, t#blaſpheme the ſpirit of Prayer, which though 
now confeſt to be ſo far from being offenſive, that they are as pled- Pag. 12. 
fng Muſick in the eares of the Almighty: yettime hath been, when 
they have ſounded as meer Battolagies 3 nay. no better ther mcer 
Blaſphemies in the eares of ſome Biſhops. Gon, f 

| And:it this conceived prayer benor to be oppoſed in another, Paz.1g 
of. this grace in: |: 


by any-man thathath  the:true - au 
kimſelt :. with that ſpirit then are _ e.poſſeſt, that my" 1 
RE onely 


Pag. 12, 


D. Corber. 
M.Nevel. 
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ofely thus yaged with their eongres againſt this way of prayer 
bac by ſealing up the mouthes of Minifters for pray thes in 
publiſce, and imp s penances upon private for 
praying thus in thelr fatnilies © ard compelling them to-abjure 
this pra&iſc,haveendeavoured with: raging violence to baniſh 
this divine ordinance from our Churches and dwellings, and 
profeſt in open Court , 'it was fitter for Amſterdam then for our 
Churches. 

Buc howſoever et of conceived prayer may ſeem to 
be Cordial ; yet he makes it but a 7antage oe eo lift up pub- 
like formes of ſacred Church Liturgy (as he calls it) the higher,thac 
they may: have the greater honour, that by the power of your antbo= 
rity they be reinforced , which work there would have been no 
need to call your Honours to, had not Epiſtopel zeal broke forth 
intoſuch flames of indignation againſt conceived prayers , thac 
we have more juſt cauſe to implore the propitions' 2:de of the fame 
IIs liſh the Liberty of this, then- they to re<in force 

at. | 

Yet there are two fpecious Argurtents whietr this Remon- 
frant brings to perſwade this defired re-inforcement.; the Ori- 
ginal and on of our Lieurgy. | 

For the firſ}, he tets- your Honours', it was ſoletied ot of ancient 
Models not Roman.but Chriſtian , conty#ved by the holy. Martyrs 
and Confeſſors of the bleſſed reformation of | Religion 5 wherewe be- 
ſecch your Honours to confider how we may truſt theſe menywho» 
fometimes ſpeaking and writing of the Rowan Charch , pro- 
claime ita true Church of Chrift, and yet here Roman and Chriſtis 
ax ftand in oppoſntion : ſometimes they tel} men; their Licurgy 
is wholly taken our of the Romare Miſſa!, onefy with-ſomelicrle 
alteration : and here they would perſwade your Honours there 
isnothing Romane in it. But it is. wholly fſelefted out of pure 
Ancient Models, as the DQrintefkence of them all, Whereas alas the 
original of ir, is publ to the-world, in that Proclamation 
of Edward the fixc. BEG” 

And though here they pu to ſtile the: Compoſers of ir, botyt 
Martyrs and -comtrivers of the blefied Reformation : yer-there are of 
the Tribe for wh1mbe pleads, nor a few that have called them Tra 
tors vacher then>Martyys. ; and Deformers rather then Reformers ob 


our Religion. 


'His other Argumens forthe Liturgy Is taken from-thar ly 


. of ſtrength it bath-received from therecommendation of fours anft Re< 


bgiaw Princes, and your own Parliamentary eſtabliſhments : and more 
eſpecially 
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ially fro of famous. mimory: 
eral et eedeteo jes 


know : fit, that this forme was never eſtabliſhed to be ſo 
ally obſerved, (o rigorouſly preſſed, to the caſting;out of al 
it, or any thing iu. 15 (as many of his Majcſties Subje&s now dac) 
20 the (almoſt }juſtling out of the preaching of the Word and Cone 
ceived Prayer altogether, © | $ 

And ſecondly, as ſure we are, that your Haxaurs think neither 
your own Lawes , nor the Proclamation of that woſt famous and 
ever admired Prince , to be as unalterable as the Lawes of the 
Medes and Perſians. iT 

And now having briefly ſhewed, utFiuagie are not of that 
antiquity that this Kexwonſtrant pretends, but that conce-ved prayer 
was in aſe in the Church of God before Liturgies, and is juſti 
from thetr own mouthes, and not to'be found fault with by any but « 

gracelefie wan : and having likewiſe ſhewed that oi Liturgy was 
taken out of Models, notionely Chriftiax but 'Romaxe, and had 
ſince the firſt compiling of it ſuffered a/teration to the wirſez and 
though eſtabliſhed by Law,,and confirmedby Proclamation, was 
never intended to the jultling out, either dt preachibg or concei- 
ved prayer ; theſe things declared , we humbly crave your Ho- 
nours leave to propound theſe two Queries. 

QUERE. I 

Whether -ic be not fit to conlider of the alteration of the pre- 
ſent Liturgy. | d 

Firſt, becauſe it ſymbolizeth ſo much with the Popiſh Mafſe, 
as that the Pope himſelf was willing to have it uſed, if he might 
but confirme it. 

It was made and compoſed into this frame 5 on purpoſe to 
bring the mapits to our Churches, which wetmde to be wich ſo 
lictle ſucceſſe, as that it hath rather broughe-many ofus:rothemn, 
then any of then to us, andhath loſt many of ours from us. : 

Becauſe many things therein contained are tumbling blocks 

| | before the feet of many.: ſuch as theſe, the clogging ic wich 
Ceremonies, and the often and impertinent seicerating of 'the 

| Lords Prayer,the ill tranſlation of thel Plalmes, and eceSeripe 
| tures, the many phraſes in the yery A way rag areliable to 
| zuſt exception. And whereas the-Minifter by the-Scri is 
the pes es mouth to God, this book preſcribes Reſponiories to 
be ſaid by the peple, ſywe of whichiace upſurable to whar the 
Miniſter propouncetb, <—_ T— {avour_ 6f Tatesto- 
- BY» 


Abbot againſt 
Church-foc- 
fakers. 
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xy ſomeare made to be ſo eſſential to the prayer, as that all 


which the Miriifter ſaith , is no prayer wichour them; as in the 


Becauſeit is ſo much Idolized, as that it is accounted the only 
worſhip of God in England, and is now made the upholder of a 
non-preaching Miniftry, and is cryed up to that height , as that 
ſome are not aſhamed to ſay ; that the wit of men and Angels 
cannot mend it : and that it is a ſufficient diſcharge of the Mi- 
niſters: duty to read this Book. 

There are ſuch maltitudes of people, that diſtaſte this book, 
that unleſſe it be altered, there 1s no hope of any mutual agree- 
ment between Gods Miniſters and their people. | 

There is ſuch a vaſt difference between it, and the Liturgies of 
all other reformed Churches. as that it keeepes them at a di. 
ance from us, and us from full Communion with them. 

/ QUERENI. 

Whether Gaſt reformers of Religion did ever intend the uſe 
of a Liturgy-further, then to be an help, in the want, or to the 
weaknefieof a Miniſter. 

All others reformed Churches, though they uſe Liturgies, yet 
doe no binde their Miniſters to the uſe of them. 

A Rubrick in King Edwards book left it unto the diſcretion 
of the Miniſter, what and how much to read, when there was a 
Sermon. | 

The Homilies which are appointed to be read, are left free ei- 
ther to be read or not, by preaching Miniſters; and why not then 
thcLiturgy?eſpecially conſidering that the ability to offer up the 

ples wants to God in prayer is part of the Miniſterial office, 
as well as preaching. And it it can be thought no lefſe then ſa« 
criledge to'rob the people of the Miniſters gift in preaching, 
and to tye them to Homilies, it can be nolefle, to deprive them 
of their gift in prayer. 

The ground of the firſt binding of it upon all to nſe , was not 
to tye godly men from exerciling their gift in prayer; but the 
old Popiſh Priefts , that by a ſeeming retarne to our Religion 
did through indulgence retaine their places , from returning to 
the old Maſſe. 

That which makes many refuſe to be preſent at our Church 
ſervice, is not onely the Liturgy it ſelf , but the impofing of ic 
upon Miniſters. And we finde no way to recover onr people to a 
Kinted prayer, but by leaving it free touſe or not to uſe. 

. Kir be objected » that this will breed diviſions and difturban- 
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ces iv-Charches, anleflethere bes wriife , Wnd'thac there are 
many unable *\15\ie dd who mg a 10 no ortng yo 12d 
"Ic hach nor beddlany diftutdante-th det refornied Churches, Av; 

Why ſhould the free liberty ofuſing' or not ufing a Licurgy, 2 
breed more confufion then the free liberty of reading or not rea- 
ding Homilies? eſpecially. when Minifters ſhall teach people, nor 
to condemne one another'in things indifferent. 

If there be a care taken ir thoſe that have the power to make 3 
Miniſters, to chooſe men gifted as well for'prayer as preaching, | 
there cannot be conceived how any 'inconvenience fhould fol- 
low. Or if afterwards it ſhould appeare, that any Miniſter ſhould 
prove inſufficient to diſcharge the duty of prayer in a conceived 
way, it-may be impoſed on as a puniſhment,to ufe ſet forms 
and no other. But why any Miniſter that hach the giſecy IT, 
in an abundant meaſure, as well as of preaching, ſhould be hirl- 
dered from exercifing his gift well, becauſe another uferh-ic ilt, 
is a new Divinity never heard of in Gods Church , cill Biſhop 


IWrens dayes , who forbad all aſe of conceived prayer'in the 
Charch. | oO 2/4112 01 2d) 
SECT.. III. ! 2c 


\G come now with your Honours favour, to the ſecond 
point diſputed in this Remonſtrance , Epiſcopacy it ſelfe, 
againſt which, whatſoever hath' been ecicher:{poken or written 


by any, either learned Divines, or well-reformed Churches (as his Pay. 171, 


conſcience knows, there are of both thathave writ againftit) is 

Taxed by him as no other then the, unjuſt Clemors either of weak 

or faious perſons, Sure the man thinkes he hath obtained a M9- 

1opoly of learning, and all Knowledge is lockt up. in his boſome ; Pag. 1 
and not onely Knowledge but piety and peaceablenefie too 3 for © _ 
all tbatare not ofhis opinion , muſt ſuffer either as weak 'or 
factious, if he may be their Judge. We know not what this Ar- 

rogancy might attempt to faſten upon your Hoxonrs, ſhould the 

Lowels of your compallion be enlarged, to weigh in the Ballance 

of your wiſedomes, the multrtade of Humble petitions , preſented 

to you from ſeveral parts of this Kingdome, that hath long 

groaned under the Iron and Infu ble yoake of this Epiſco- 

pal Government, which yet we doubt not, but your Honours will 

pleaſe to take into your prudent and pious confideration : Eſpe- 

cially knowing it is their continual praiſe to loade -with the 

— names of Fatiox all that juſtly complaine'of their 11juſt 
oppreſſion, , ' | Dil 1803 to 1 
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( I2 Y ſ by; 
Pag. 17. --; Jabjs addie(Þ veihiectener at -Epiſaatoys bertnakeinn' on 
WO (mans \ he is confounded im was 860 Your: Honours 
->, - nay; this belitve hits dbrhe dhaft iheades ibid romanſradce, 
-may:eafily- obſerve fo manyitalitties andicontratiifiions,CdHiongh 
preſented to publike view, ' with aface of confidenc-boldneffe, 

. as could.not tall fromeheiPenot any, but felfcorfiieded' man : 
-* Pap. 2. . Which though wedoubitnouhut gouriHonnurchave deicryed; yer 
_ Oat of theſe becaute they -qre Hid-froty en: errant and:ungbfervingeye, Un- 
Sonnes of the, der:the. Erabroygegies of winlker, Languages we Humbly! crave 
Church of . your Honours leevertopiit cherrone by one 1upon the file, that 
England | the works niay fee whar..credir'is to beigiven tothe ibold afſerti= 

CAIRNS] ons--of this confidentRemonſtranc. ;; | ,: | 
A 159” :Fbit, it his fecand\pege, tedubs his book * the faithful meſ- 
was he who ſenger of al ahe peace avinanitirigbt affefietl ſout! of the Ghurch of 
ſwore by the "Ev /aud +: which-words {belides thatunchriftian There ; which 
_— _ as wedlreadyrobtrrved, they. [rrupon allthatarenor of his par= 
> me as of '£y,) catty!'in thebowels of 'them.amotarious fallity aud contra- 
thoſe that did: LON roithe phuaſe of thzboak j\for how: could, this book be 
appeareto the mef{inger of all his own party in England , when it-isnot to 
move againſt |. ; nagined, that all could kiiow af :the coming forth of this 
THE gorevances book before it was publiſhed ? and how can that book crave ad- 

of Epiſcopacy;, *- « ; it 

and if the reſt{mirtance'in zl therr names, thatiipeakes'in the fingular-nuniber, 
of theſe Milli- and as.in the-perſon of ane man almoſt tht whale book therow. 
ons menti0- .. -Ryr;jnmay befemew!liay;chisis buca fmall flip; well be ic 
ned Paſs ſo: but inthe ſoremalrpage- he layes ic on'in tour lines, afferting 
nds are lo theſe four:things: Firſt, that Epiſcopal Government , (that very 
punually ſame Epiſcopal Government, which ſome be ſaith ſeeke to wound, 
calculated P. that is Government by: Dioceſan Biſhops ) derives it ſelf from the 
41. be of 15 4 oftles times; which though we {ball euy 43 more:fully confute 
_— ' anion , yet wecannatihhere but rank it among his.notorious-=-- : 
ofrary peace- for how-cauld there be ſuch Government of a Dioccfſe by a Bi- 
able & right- ſhop derived from the Apoſtles times, when in the Apoſtles times 
affected men. there were no Biſbops.diſtin& from Presbyrers, .as we ſhall ſhew? 
" and if there had beeu-Biſhops, yet: they were no Dioceſans; for 
P46» 7+ itwas a hupdred.yearesaftec!Chrift, or as mottagree 260: before 
Evariſtus. Pariſhes were diſtinguiſhed, 1and there muſt be a diſtintion of 


100. Pariſhes before there cold bean miion-of them into Dioceles. 
Dionyſus. Secondly, it is by the joyut vaufeſion of oll reformed Dromes gran= 
260. ted, that this ſacred Government 15: derived from the Apoſtles : What 


Some ſay all reformed Divines Zwas Cotun, 'Beza, 'Funins,, (Oc, of . that 
267. as Pil, minde'? Arechercformed Churches of Fronce,}Scotlayd, Nether- 
Virg. lands, of that Judgement ? we ſhall ſhew anon that there is no 
Pag. 13,14 more 
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tore ith-irr this Alfertion then if he a eſutredagrory ts, 
ſow. isbhek, or with Copernitar, "he Þ I moves; and ths 
Heavens ſtand ſti]. | 04 1294 00G) Fe BOITY 
Thirdly; ke ſaith this Goverment beth | contivtied wit hint an 


interritption *'Whatdorth he meane; ar Rope? ft we fy fort) 
Dlacts Gfithe worl&'th ITE Arvi 


- 
. 


c or 
yeares together : as in» Seitland ,” we re Ancient ti 
the Scots, were inſtrated in'the' Chriftfan faith by Pifeftiind Yobn Maior 
Monkes, and were without Biſhops 290. yeares * yea to come to 7.2 Hep, Jo 
England, we would defire to'know of this Remonſttant whether , ,2. Sr; 
God had'a Charchiir Exeland in Poſe aye otro? ant'ff C,o.2. 
ſo, who were then the Biſhops of this Clarth',' for" ſortyrliere 
muſt be, if ie be true that this mart faith; 'this Government att 
continued without any —— unto this day', and Biſho 
then we know not where to but 'int the lineof Popifti ſuc« 
ccſlion. I VPN 
 Fotirthly he faithic hath his continued without the contra- 
dition of any one Colgreg etionil the Chriſtian old; Tt 'ſexnics he 
hath fi gn np ding Hey rpick<rm of 
rhe e of Biſcay in Spine , that they'admic of no'Biſhops to 
e EF them; for when Firdrwek he Cake ehive tn 
1/2 
the 


le nied' among others with the Bifi5p of Popes Hey/rns 
thb pete roeapir Arthes; dro\ mera ms.s , pee Geog-p.55 
thering vp al{' the” duft' which: they” chought! He had rode ony 
flung it fnto the' Sta: 1 * NONLYTBE OF VÞ"S GAY 

Which flory-had it been recorded anely by Rint, wotild have Gener. Hiſt. 
beer of lighter Credie. But we reade the- fame” tn the Spaniſh of Sp<in 1.22 
Chronicle, who ſaith more then the DaRtor :, for he telsn15 that 
the People threw that duff thar the Bifhdþ/or tis Mile had trode 
on, into the'Sea with Caifſes od Thiprectetions: which certainly” 

{aithhe was not done withour foine Myſtery , thofe people not 
being voide'of Religion, but ſuperſtitiouflÞ deyonr as chereſt of 
the Spaniards-are:fo that theretsone'Congrepatiort in the Chri- 
fas nerle in which this Governineric ach mjetwith'contra- 

And arenot the French, Scottiſp,and Belgick Churches worthy 
to be counted Chriſtian Congregations? and who knowes not 
that amongſt theſe this Governmenc, hath met not onely with 

 Yethe'cannot leave lig-id > But within" es! pages ts ar fra — 
gal e zand tels us of an unqueſtiont#91F cleave neſſe” whrienr i bath, 

1 from-he Apoftlts derived row 5 how angqueffionabie ? when Be 9s 
the 


\ 


Pag. 18, 


contradidin., Had. he taken a lefſe ſpace of time ,' an 
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- the, many yohumes written about it, witneſle to the world, and 


rq PR conſehonces ic hath been as much queſtioned as any point 
(almoſt) in our Religion. 

And that aſſertion of his that tels us that the people of God 
had a forme of preyer as ancient as Moſes , which was conſtantly 
prediſed to.the pofle dayes, and by the Apoſtles, &c. though we 
haye ſhewed how bold:and falſe this aſſertion is, yet we mention 
it here as deſerving to be put into the Catalogue. 

And that he may nat ſeem Contra mentem ire, but to be of the 
ſame minde ſill, p. 18. be ſaith,Epiſcaps! Government hath conti= 
nued in this Iſland ever ſince thedfirft plamtation of the Gaſper without 

Aion. ſaid but 
ſince Mmereſyleneves pt the Geſpel :| we can prove it tohim and 
{hal 1, that fince thereformation , Epiſcopacy hath been more 
or AE » then eyer the Papacy was before the extirpation 
of it. 

Yerftill the man runs on ,-thinking to get credit to his un» 
truths, by. cheir multiplications; for pag, 21. he ſaith ; Certeinly, 
except all Hiſtories , ol. Authors faile ws, nothing can be more certaine 
then this truth : Os Purum ! Nothing more certaine ! what is it 
not more certain that there is a God ? is it not more certain that. 


 Chriſtis God and man? is it not more centain that Chriſt is the 


only Saviour of the world?Nothing more certain/,muſt this then 
be an:Article of our Creed,the corner ſtone of our Religion?mutt 
this be of neceſſity to Salvation ? Nothing, more certain /! QO. 
thatmen ſhould not onely forget themſelves , but God alto : 
and in their zeale for their own Honour utter words borderin 
upon Blaſphemy. " "= 
Indignation will not ſuffer us to proſecute theſe; falliticg of 
his any further ; we will leave this diſpleafing ſervice, onely 
retorting the words of this Remonſtrant .upon himſelf , Surely 
could be look with our eyes (or any eyes that were not partial be 
would ſee cauſe to be. throughly aſhamed F theſe his groſſe. injurious 
m:ſcarriages, and ſholld be forced t» confeſiegthat never good cauſe( it; 
cauſe be good) had more reaſon to complaine of a ſinful proſecution,i', 


SECT. IV. 


'T FE will now come with your Hopours patience, $0'weigh, 
whether there, be: any more firength. in; bis-,.arguments, 
then there is truth in. his alertions.  -. tut rn 21ths9 
His Plea for Epiſcopacy conkiſts of two parts. In the hut be, 
; rings 


(15) | 
brings arguments for the ſupporting of it. In theſecond he un- 
dertakes to anſwer the obje&tions that may be made againſt it. 

His firſt argument for it, is couched in theſe words ; Were this 
Ordinance meerly Humane or Eccleſiaſtical ,' if there c:uld no more 
be ſaid for it, but that it is exceeding Ancient, of more then 15, ban= 
dred years, &c. The ſtrength of which argument lies in this, 
that they have been in peaceable poſfeſſion of this government 
fifteen hundered years and upwards ; and in this Ifland ever fince 
the Goſpel, without contradi&ion. 

In which words he ſpeaks two things which deſerve jaſt cen- 
ſure. Firſt, that the Hierarchical Government hath continued: 
for fifteen hundred years ; therefore ſhould not now be altered; 
which may well be called, as Hierom'in another Cafe, Argumen- 
tum Galeatum, an Argument calculated for the Meridian of a I 
pacy, and may indifferently ſerve for all Religions in the World : For 
thus the Jews might have pleaded againſt Chriſt the Antiquity 
of more then ſo many hundred years; and thus the Heathens 
did plead againſt the Chriftian Religion, which 7uſtin Martyr 
in his Apology anſwers. And by this Argument the Pope firs as 
faſt rivetted in his chayre at Rome,. as ours in theirs : whoſe 
Plea for Antiquity runs parallet with theirs; Tt-is a good obſer- 
vation of Cyprian, that Chriſt ſaid, Ego fum via, veritas & vitaz 
not Ego ſum conſuetudo ; and * that Conſuetuds fine veritate eſt ye- 
tuſtas erroris, Chriſt is Truth, and not Cuſtome; and Cyſtome 
withou Trath, is a mouldy error : and as Sir Fraxcis Bacon * Peſos cops 
faith; Antiquity without Truth, 1s a Cypher without a Figure, ſactudinem no- 

Yet had this þ Remonftrant been as well verſed in Antiquity, bis 
as he would bear the world in hand he hath, he might have ; jy 
found Learned Ancients affirming, there was a Time when the —_ 
Church was not governed by Biſhops, but by Presbyters. And-ft in ſpiritueli- 


when by Biſhops, he might further have ſeen more affinity be. bus  Spundinn, 
in melius 
it 4 Spirk- 


tween our Biſhops and the Pope of Rome, then between the 
Primitive Biſhops and them. And that as King. Fames of famous tu Sanffo Ree 
memory, ſaid of the Religion of Exgland, that it differed no velwn: Cypr. 

more from Rome, then Rome did from what it was at firſt; may £p. 73. 
as truly be ſaid of Biſhops, that we differ no more from them * it is wel ob-+ 


then they do from what Biſhops were, when firſt they were rai- pony. _ 


Biſhop Phraſe 


Apeſtolica, that is, the Biſhop+that is the ſame with a Presbyter, is of fifteen hundred years « 


ſtanding; but a Biſhop Phraft Pontificia, that is, 2 diſtin& order ſuperiou - 
byrer, inveſted with fole power of Ordination and -Iurifdition , i= bur . Novell = 


vention, 
G. {cd 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


; what ground- 
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ſed unto ', eminengy :: Which difference we ſhall ſhew in. our 
enſuing Diſcourſe, yo, be ſo. great, thac as he ſaid of Rome; he 
did Romam in Rom guereres, he ſought Rome in Rome; ſo wee 
Epiſcopatum in Epiſcapatu, may go ſeek for a Biſhop ameng all our 
Biſhops. 
| And whereas in his of DIGR of this Argument to the Bi- 
ſhops of this Nation, he faith, It hath continued in this Lland e- 
ver-ſince the firſt plantation cf the Ceſpel, without contradidtion ; 
' Par. 19. which is his Secoxd in this — : How falſe this is,ve have 
declared already z and we. all know, and himſclte cannot bur 
know, that there is no one thing ſince thercformation, that 
hath met with ſo much Contradi&ion as Epiſcopacy hath done 
witneſs the ſeveral Books written in the Reigns of our ſeveral 
Princes, and the many Petitzors cxhibited,to our ſeveral Parlia. 
ments, and.the many xg: made therein againg Epiſcopal G;- 
| vergvient : many of w ich are yet extant. 
iy + As "”— for that ſupply of Acceflory ſtrength, which he begs to this 
—— Argument,from e light of nature, and the rules of juſt policy,which 
of Epiſcopacy (1alth he) teacheth us. nat coſily to give way to. the chauge of thoſe 
by the Lawes things 'which long uſe and, many * Lews have firmly: etabliſhed, as 
is, and upon Neceſſary and Bexefigial ; it is; evident,..that, thoſe things which 
iS learn. ©9 former Ages haye ſeemed Necefary and Beneficial, may to ſuc- 
' | ed Sir Edward ceeding Generations, . prove not Neceſſary but Noxious, not Bene- 
Cook informes ficial, but Burthenſome ; And then the ſarne /ight of nature, and 
us, who re- the ſame juſt policy, Hay io at. ts finiſh command the. eftabliſk- 
perry, Tharin ment of them, may.and.will perſwade their Aboliſhment ;, it not, 
lamene: hol- Either our Parliamenes muſt never Repeale of, their former 
dew at Carlide ARs (which yet chey have juftly and wiſely:done) or elſe in ſo 
in the 26.year doing muſt run Counter to the /;ght of nature, and the Rules of 
” _ FITS 5ft olicy ; which.co think were an  impiety. ro, be puniſhed by 
the holy, ; ME Jude 1. mY mad ,ooodis 
Church ofEngland was founded in the ſtate of Prelacy within the/Realm of England,by-thE 
* | King and his Pregenitors » &c. forthem.to inform the people in the Law of God, and to 
keep hoſpitality, and give almes,and do orher works of charity. And the-faid Kings in times 
aſt were wont to have their advice and counfel for the ſafe-guard of the Realme, when they 
Fag nced of ſuch Prelares and Clerks fo advanced. Cook de jure Regis Eccleſraſtico. But whe- 


ther Biſhops have obkerved the Orders of their firſt foundation, te, 
SECT. V. 
Pag. 19. 20. TR Second Argument for the defence of Epiſcopal Govern 
; ment, is fromthe Pedigree of, this; holy Calling, which. he. de» 


rives from uo leſt then & Apoſtolical, and in that right divine inſti 
. tution 
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ration; and aſſayes to proveirftom the pradtice of the” Apofiles 
* and as he ſaith, the clear 'prattice of their Sucveſſors , contrnned +4? 
Chrifts Ghurch to this very day : And to this Argument he [6 mach 
confides,that he concludes it with thisTriumpbantEpiphomemie3Vhat Pag.. 21: - 
ſeruple can remain in any ingenous beart ? And detertmins, if wy con- 
tinue yet unſatisfied, it is in deſpight of reaſon, and all evidence of Hi- 
* flory, and becauſebe-wilfully ſhuts bis eyes with a purpoſe not 10 ſee the 
light. Bona verba. 7 
By your favour Sir, we will tell yow notwithſtanding the ſup- 
poſed ſtrength of your argumentation, there is one {cruple yerre- 
maining; and-if you would kriow upon what/gtound; it 1s thisjbe- 
cauſe we find'in Scripture (whith by your ownconfeſſiort is O,i- Pag. 2, 
ginal Autbority ) that Biſhops and Presbyters were Originely the 
tame, though afterwards t 7 came to be diſtinguiſhed : and in 
proceſs of time, Epiſcopacy did ſwallowup all efie+boxer'arid-pow- 
er of the Presbytery , as Pbaraob's lean Kine did the fat. ++ 
Their Identity is diſcernable : firſt, fromthe ſame tiames given 
unto both : ſecondly, from the fame office defigtied imto both in 
Scripture. As for the names, arenot the ſame names given unto 
both in Sacred Writ? Ler the fifth, ſixth, andfeventh verſes of the 
firſt Chapter to Titus teſtifie : in the fifth verſe, the Apoſtle. ſhews 
that he left Titus ini Creet ro ordain Elders in evety City; in the 
fixth verſe, he gives a delineation ofthe perſons that” are*capable = 
of ſuch Ordination : and in the ſeverith, the Reaſon, why the per- 
ſon to be ordained, muſt be ſo qualified :* for x Biſ1op, &c. Now if 
the Biſhop and Elder be not here the ſameut natnes of diftin&t ot- 
fice and order, the Apoſtles reaſon rendred ity the feventh verſe of 
his dire&ion inthe fifth and fixth verſes, is (With reverence be ir 
ſpoken ) inconſequential, and his demand arfjuft. If a Chancellor 
in one of the Univerſities ſhould give order to his Vice-Chancellor 
ro admit noneto the degree of Batchelour in Arts,but ſuch as were 
able to preach, or keep a Divinity A : For Batchelours in Divinity 
muſt be ſo : what reaſon or equity were in this? ' Soif Paul leavi 
Titus as his Locum tenens, as it were if Creet for a ſeaſon, huts 
give order to him not to admit any to be at Elder but one thus 
and thus qualified, becauſe a Biſhop muſt be ſo: had a Biſhop 
been an Order or Calling diftin& from,or ſuperior to a Presbyrer, 
and not the ſame, this had been no more -rational -or equal then 
the former : therefore under. the name of Biſhop in the ſeventh 
verſe the Apoſtle intends the Elder mentioned in the fifth verſe. | 
Confonant to this is the Language of the ſame Apoſtle, As. 20. v. 
17.18.where ſuch as in17.verfe he calls rg«oCkges, Elders,in the 18. 
he calls iw,onirve,” in ery __ Biſhops, mhough our _ | 
2 atyon * 


{ Kierony. Ep. ad 
| Evag, (F ad 
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$3- 44- 
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lation there,(we know not for what reaſon) reads it Overſeers: noe 
ſo rendring the word in any other Text. 

Andthough thisRemonſtrant undertakes to ſhew a clear and re- 
ceived diſtin&ion of Biſhops, Presby ters, & Deacons,as three diſtin 
ſubordinate Callings in Gods Church, with an evident ſpecification of 
the duty & {gan « wie to each of theme, or elſe let this claimed Hie- 
rarchy be for ever booted out of the Church : Yer let us tell him, that 
we never find in Scripture theſe three Ocders, Biſhops, Presbyters, 
and Deacons, mentioned together : but onely Biſhops and Dea- 
cons, as Phil. 1. and 1, Tim. Nor do,we find in; Scripture any Ordi- 
ation to the office. of a Biſhop, differing from the Ordinaticn of an 
Elder : Nor do we fad in Scripture, the ſpecification of any Du- 
ty charges upon a Biſhop, that Elders are ſecluded from : Nor a- 
ny qualification required in a Biſhop, that is not requiſite in every 


. Presbyter 3 ſome of which, if not all,would be found,were they noc 


the ſame. 

Bur if this Remworftrant think tohelp himſelfe by taking Sanftu- 
ary in Antiquity (though we wonng adly reſt in Scripture, the 
SanRuary of the Lord ) yet we will follow him thither, aud there 
ſhew him that Hierome from the Scriptures proves more then once, 
Presbyters and Biſhops to be the ſame. And Chryſoftome in Philip. 1. 
Homil. 2. with his admirer Theopbilad in Philip.1.aftirms that while 
the Apoſtles lived, the names of Biſhops axd Presbyters were not di- 
ſtinguiſhed : and not onely while the Apoſtles lived, bur in after 
ages, Doth not Ireneus uſe the name of Biſhops and Presbyters 
«I\rexpiras, in a promiſcuous ſenſe? Are not Anicetu,Pius,Hygings, 
Teleſphorus, Sixtus, whom the Papilts call Biſhops, and the Popes 
predeceſſors, termed by Euſebius Presbyters? Nor was it ſtrange 
in the Pciniitive times to hear Biſhops called Presbyters, when 
Presbyters writing to their Biſhop have called him Frater, So 
Cyprian (Epiſt. 26. in the beginning) is ſtiled by his Presbyters, 
Deacons and Confeffors ; nor was that holy Martyr offended with 
that title, nor they condemned of inſolency that uſed it. 

But what ſhould we burthen your patience with more teſtimo- 
nies, when the evidence of this truth hath ſhined with fo ſtron 
a beam that even our Adverſaries have ſtooped to it, and confel. 
ſed that their Nawes were the ſame in the Apoſtles time ? But yet 
ſay they, the Offices were diſtinCt. 

Now here we would gladly know, what theſe men make the di- 
ſtin& Office of a Biſhop. 

Is it to edifie the Church by Word and Sacrament 7 is it to or- 
dain others to that work ? is it to rule, to govern, by admonition 
and other cenſures ? ifany of theſe, if all theſe make up the pro- 

| pre 
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per worke of a Biſhop z we can prove from Scripture that all theſe PreShyteris 


—_ the Presbytery , which is no more then was granted dmg 
by a ncel. Myſterieram 


Dej commiſſa eſt: Priſunt enim Eccleſia Chriſti: in Conſecratione Dominici corporis bs ſanguinis, conſ#t- 
tes ſunt cum Epiſcopts: Co ſimiliter in Dofrina Populorum (F in officio pr edicandis ac Solum propter au= | 
toritatem, ſummo Sacerdoti Clericorum Ordinatio reſervata eſt: Concil. Aquiſgran.. promum, Can.8. || 

Euangelium tribuit his qui preſunt Eccleſie Mandatum docendi Evangeli, remittendi peccata, admi- \| 
niſtrand: Sacramenta: preterea juriſdietionem ;, videlicet Mandatum Excummunicandi eas quorum note || 
ſunt crimina,ty Reſipiſcentes rurſuw abſolvendi : Ac Omnium Conſeſſione, etiam adverſariorum liquety 
banc poteſtatem Jure Divino communem eſſe Omnibus qui preſunt Eccleſie, ſive Paſtores vocentur,ſhue | 
Presbyteri, Sive Epiſcopt. Scriptum Philip. Melanch. in conventu Smalcald. Anno. 1540. a praciputs | 
illarum Eccleſiarum Doetoribus communi Conſenſu comprobath de poteſtate {s juriſdi&ione Epiſcoporum, | 

For the firſt , Edifying of the Church by word and Sacraments, I 
though we feare they will ſome of them art leaſt ſcarce own this as 
their proper worke (for ſome have been cited into the High Commiſſi- 
ſion for laying,it belongs to them ) yet Sir we are ſure, Scripture 
makes it « part, a ch:efe of the Epiſcopal office; for ſo in the 1 Pet. in1ozorie. 
5. 2. they are (aidco doe the work of a Biſhop, when they do feed xupaim. 
the flock of God. And this is ſuch a work as we hope their Lord- 
ſhips will give the poor Presbyters leave to ſhare with themin.; or 
ifnot, we will tell them that the Apoſtle ' Peter in that forecited 
place, and.the Apoſtle Paut, Afs.20. binds this work upon our 
hands, and Woe unto us if we preach not the Goſpel. 

But this branch of Epiſcopal and Presbyterial office we paſſe 
with brevity , becauſe in this there lies not ſo much controverſte 
as in thenext, which they doe more whoHy Impropriate to them- 
ſelves : the power of Ordination. ; | 

Which power, that it was in former times in the hands of Pres= 
byters,appeares 1 Tim. 4. 14+ Negled not the gift which was given thee 
by Propheſie, and by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. The 
gift here ſpoken of is the Miniſterial gite, the exerciſe whereof, the 
Apoſtle exhorts Timothy not to neglect, which ſaith he, he had re- 
ceived, not by the laying on of the hands of one fingle man, whe- 
ther Apoftle,or Biſhop,or Presbyter, but T8 m34o Sungie the Presbytery, 
that is, the while company of Presbyters, for in that ſenſe onely we 
findess T;«*0Gvigror taken in Scipture,as in Luke 28. ver{.66, 4.22. 
verſ. 5. which the Chriſtian Church called the Eccleſiaſtical Semvate .. 
as Terom in 1ſay 3. Nos habemus in Eccleſia Senatum no , Catum | 
Presbyterorum, & an Apoſtolical Senate ;ourid pun *Amogonay Ipnatius E- Jerom Iſa., | 
piſ. ad Magneſ. and ſome times mp«ofvniguer Concil, Ancyr.Can.18. 

And'though the Apoſtle in his ſecond Epiſtle to Tim.1, 6. makes Igne. Epiſ. 
mention of the laying on of his hands : yet to maintaine the Har- ad Magnes. 
mony of Scripture, it muſt not be denied but there was impofiti- Conc. Ancyr, 
on of hands by the Presbytery as wel as by himſelf, and ſo it was Can, 18. 

- joynt ad 3 Sothat in this there is no more difference then in the - +> - 
Ormer, . AUG ' 
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Ahdiftherebeno difference berween Presbyters in feeding or 
ordaining, letus ſee if there be any in the third part of their office 
of Ruling, which though our Biſhops aſſume wholly to themfelves, 
yet we ſhall diſcover, that it hath been committed to and exerci- 
{ed by Presbyteriall hands. 

For who are they of whom the Scripture ſpeakes, Heb. 13.17, 
Obey them that have the Rule over you? for they watch for your ſoules, as 
they that muſt give an account, &c. . 

Here all ſuch as watch over the ſouls of Gods _ are inti- 
tulcd to rule over them. So that unlefſe Biſhops will ſay , that they 
onely watch over the ſouls of Gods people, and are only to give an 
acconxt for them , they cannot challenge to themſelves the ſole rule 
over them. And if the Biſhops can give us good ſecurity, that they 
will acquicus from giving up our account to God for the ſouls of his 
peopec we will quit our plea, and refigne to them-the ſole rule 0+ 
ver them. . 

So againe inthe 1 Theſſz. 5: 12. Know them which labour amon2 ft 
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 

In which words are contained theſe truthes ; Firſt that in ofle 
Church (for the Thefſalonions were but one Church, 2; Ca.) there 
was not 9 Tgord/rros but 3 mgorrepieur ; not one chiefe Biſhop or Preſi- 
dent, but the Preſidency was in many. 

Secondly, ,that this Preſidency was of ſuch- as laboured in the 
word and Dodrine. 

* Thirdly, that-the Cenſures of the Churchy were managed not 
by one, but by them all in Communi. Them that admoniſh you. 

Fourthly, that there was among them a Parity : for the Apoſtle 
bids know them in an indifferency , not diſcriminating one from a- 
nother:yea ſuch was the rule that Elders had,that S. Peter though: 
it need to make an exhortation to themto uſe their power with 
Moderation , not Lording it over Gods Heritage, 1 Pet. 5.3. 

By this time we have ſufficiently proved from Scripture, that 
Biſhops and Presbyters are the fame in name, in Office, in Editying 
the Church, in power of Ocdination and Juriſdifion : we ſum up 
all that hath been ſpoken in one argument : , 

They which have the ſame Name , the ſame Ordination to their 
Office, the ſame qualification for their Office, the ſame worke to feed. 
the flock of God,to erdaine paſtors and Elders, to Ruleand Governez 
they are one ahi the ſatne Office : but ſuch are Biſhops and Presby- 


ters; Ergo. 
| . SECT. VL 
Ur the dint of all this Scripture , the Remonſtrant would elude, 
obcrugding upon his reader © commentary (as he calls it) of 


the- 
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ir ſeemes they will, rather doe then laſe this plea for their imogermany Cr23-Nezss 


their yremjed prevgarive,e Maxigntine callsie.- > 3/1 4b prives 
Suffer us therefpre humbly to appeale t&your Honours, whe» 

ther this Remonſtrant hath nor given ſentence againſt himſelf, who 

is ſo confident of the Evidence of his cauſe, that he doth nat feare 

to fay, if there can be better Evidence under Heaven for any matter 


of fati then there is for his Epiſcopacy:Lec EPISCOPACY BE OA ; 4 


FOR EVER ABANDONED OUT OFTHE 
CHURCH OF GOD. | 
SECT. VH. 
Er it ſeems himſelfe in the height of his confidence was not 
without Jelouſes, of ſp.ne thing might be ſpoken againſt his 
cauſe,therefore he ſeems to heare, what is ſpaken againſt it. | 
That the Apoſtles Biſhops aud ours are two: there was no other then a 
Parochial Paſtor, a Preaching Presbyter without — Without a= Pag. 23s 
ny Rule over his brethren. Ours claime an eminent uperiority., and 4 
power of Ordinstion andiluriſaition wnknowne tothe Priveitive times. os 
Thas this which he ſuppoſerh he/heares: us ſay is Sctiprure 
Truth we have ſhewed already, &c,that rhere wes a piarity between 
Presbyters and Biſhops : and that eminent ſuperiority end power of Or= 
dination and 1uriſdidion which our Biſhops claime , was unknown to 
Scripture: and are now prepared by Gods aſſiſtance to prove, it was 
unknown to primitive times:!17(1/ to 2d a 00 7 1 
But how doth this Remonftrantmeete with this Reply : ALAS, 
ALAS, HOW GOOD PEQPLE may be abuſed by ba > $ rump 


on! It ſeemes the man Judged this Reply fo poor as'in his thoughts Pog:t3- pa 


it was more worthy of his pitty, then of bis peines to anſwer, -or ra- 
ther knew there was more in this Reply, then he knew how to ah 
ſwer, and therefore waves it with his Rberoricke.:'. bf: . 

And this werather think, becauſe heknowes bart lictle iv Anti- 
quity, that knoawes not, that there is ſo vaſt a difference between 
our Bilhops, and thoſe that were not onely in the Apoſtles dayes 
(whom we have proved to be undiftinguiſhed from Presbyters) 
But choſe Biſhops that werein the Church 4oo. yeares after; when 
there began to be ſome diſcrimination, that” Epiſeopacy may-well 
be likened to the Ship Argo, that was ſo often ed, as there 
br nothing left of the Firſt Materials; yet Mill it challenged the 

rſt Name. 

Which difference we ſpread before your Honours in three parti- 
culars : firſtin point of Ele&ion to their office zſccondly, in poine . 
of Execution of their office;thirdly,in point of State-1 loymene, 

Firſt (having diſcovered already upon what cefiar is retirk- 
ty began to have exiſtence in the "Y%Y » and from whom it firſt 

2 re- 
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4 +2 weceiyed its being, not from Gb4burfrom Conſent and 'Cuſtime: of 

c- |» the Churches, according te Ambroſe, Teromey "Auguſtin, &c.) We 
*-Plebs ipſa COM now eo Declare what was the matiner of 'Eleftion unto this 


rl fore all. their: eyes and -approved' as fir and: worthy by theiy 


aim oculis de- pablike vote and Teſtimony. This he proves by the Feſtimony of 


ſhews. 
3 Kant mp3 * .&The:Obtrukon ofa Biſhop upon the Church: of Alexandria 


_— 199992” _:- Nor did onely Chriſtian Biſpops ,-but- Chriſtian Princes acknows- 


\ x ledgetheRightand power of Ele&ion of Biſhops to be in the Peo= 
wen S146 ple , ſo that admired Conſtantine the great Promover and Patron of 
UTelyoy 1; , 204inft Exjebins,and Theognias, tells them the ready way to lay 
—_ youor adn the Tumulcs that did:then difturbe thee Church about the 
574 793 # Elcftion ofa Bilhop-was, fi meds Epiſcopum fidelem & integrum nat 
nannaemi; furrint; quod quiden.in prefentia in veſtraſitumeſt poteſtate , quodque 


aware ')  Jixiprave eorumygqui cum juverunt Confilio bac preceps raiflet & refium 
&8y» anda Elie nd; Oridazew tmp contarbaſiet.Gelas in Ad, Concil. Nicen, 

Hy SIS” artc3.r af they-world geta faichful and upright Biſhop which faith» 
Athanaſ. Epiſt, hey is yo_ power preſently to doe 5 and was long agoe, if Euſebius 
ad. Ortbodoxos. with tne 


yy 7 the peace of the Chiſtian Church writing to the Church of Nicowe-- 
agybya; Te etiam dudiem penes veſtrum Iudicium fuerat , niſi Euſebius de quo. 


aide: of his fa&ion , had not ruſhed in-upon you, and 
=] 
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the Apoſtles own prafiiſe (which he would force to contradi® their 
own rules )to which he ſuperedds the nqueſtionable gloſſe of the cleare 
prattiſcof their immediate ſucceſſors in this #dminiſtration. For the 
Apoſtles praftice,we have already diſcovered it, from the Apoſtles 
own writings ; and for his Glofle he ſuperadds, if it corrupes not | 
the Text,we ſhall admit it ; but if it doe,we muſt anſwer with Ter- Tertyd. 
trllians Id verum quodeung; prionm:id adulternm quod poſterius what= 
loever is firſt is true ; but that which is latter is adulterons. | 

In the examination of this Glofſe , to avoyd needlefe Contro- 
verkie,Firſt,we take for granted by both ſides, that the firſtand beſt 
Antiquity, uſed the nawes of Biſhops and Presbyters promiſcuouſly. 
Secondly,” that in procefſe of time , ſome one was honoured with 
the name of Bzſhep, and the reſt were caHed Presbyters or Cleri. 
Thirdly, that this was not Nomen mare,but there was ſome kinde 
of Imparicy between him and the reſt of the Presbyters. | 

Yet in this we differ ; that they ſay, this [mpropriation of name, 
and Imparity of _— of Divine Right and Apoſtolical Inftttution:we 
afhrme both to be occaftonal, and of humane Invention ; and un» 
dertake to ſhew out of Antiquity, both the occaſion upon which, and 
the Perſons by whom this Imparity was brought into:the Church. 

On our parts ſtands Ferome and Ambroſe, and others, whom we 
doubt not but our Remonſtrant will grant a place among his 
Gloſſators : Saint Jerome tells us in 1 Tit. 


Idem: eft- ergo Presbyter qui A —_— and. a Biſhop is the 
Epiſcopus:& antequam Diabo- ſame + ant before there were throu 

Ir nftmin, ſtucia in Religione the Devils inflin&, divifions in Reli- 
fierent, & diceretur in _ gion, and the people began to ſay, 1 
eo ſum Pauli, ego Apollo, ego am of Panl,. and1 of Apdls, andT of 
Cepha, Communi Presbyterori Cephas , the Chutrcties were governed 
Conſilio eccleſie gubernabau> by the Coammon=councell:: of the 
tur. Poſtquam vero unuſquiſqie Presbyters. Bur after that each man 
eos quos baptizaverat ſuos pu= began to account thoſe whom he had 
rabat efle,non Chriſti z in toto baptized his own,and novChrifts;! it 
Orbe decretum eft., ut unus de was decreed thorow the whole world; 
Presbyteris elefius ſuperpone= that one of the-Pregbyters ſhould: be 
retur ceteris, ad quem om- ſex over the' reſt; to- whomichereare 
nis Etcleſie Cura pertineret, & of all the Church ſhould belong;thar 
ſchiſmatum ſemina tolerentur, the ſeeds of ſchiſme+might' be taken 
Putat aliquis non Scriptura= away. Thinks any; that this is/-my 
rum, fell ' noflrant eſte ſententi- opinion ,- ndnortheopinionof'the 
am,' Epiſtopum &-Presbyterum Sctipturez thata Biſhop and an Elder 
ununt ef; -alind erativ,atiud isthefame? lev him read the wards 


| (22) 
eſte nomen officii , relegat Ape of the Apoſtle to the Philippians, ſay: 
ftoli ad Philippenſes verbazdi> ing, Paul and Timothy, Ts ms ts oh 
centis, Paulus & Timothzus Jelas Chriit, to them that are at Phi- 
ſervi Feſu Chriſt: qui ſunt Phi- lippi , with the Biſhops and Deacons... 
lippis, cum Epiſcopis & Dia- Philippi is one city of Macedonia, and 
conis,&c.Philippi una eft urbs certainly in.one city there could not 
Macedoniz,& certe ix una Ci- be many Biſhops(as they are now called: 
vitete non poterant plures eſſe &c.)and after the allegations of many 
(wt nuncupantur)Epiſcepi,z&c. other Scriptures,he concludes thus;as 
ficut ergo Presbyteri ſciant ſe the Elders therefore may know, that 
ex Ecclefie conſuetudine ej qui they are to be ſubje& to him that is 
ftbi pr epoſitus-fuerit eſſe ſubjee ſet over them by the cuſtome of the: 
os ; Ita Epiſcopi naverint ſe Church; ſo let the Biſhops know,that 
magis conſuetndime, quam diſ= itis more from cuſtome , then fron 
poſitionis Dominice- veritate any true diſpenſation from the Lord, 
Presbyteris eſſe majores , & in that they are above the Presbyters, 
Communt debere Becleſram re» & that they ought to rule the Church: 


gere.. IN COMMON... 


In which'words of TJersme, theſe five things preſent themſelves to: 
the Readers view ; 

Firſt, that Biſhops and-Presbyters are originally the ſame ; Idens 
ergo eſt Presbyter qui Epiſcopus: 

Secondly, that that Imparity that was in his time between Bj- 
fops and Elders, 'was grounded upon Eccleſiaſtical cuſtome, and 
not upon devine Inſtitution ; Epiſcopi noverint, &c. 

Thirdly, that this was not his private judgement, but the judge=- 
ment of Scripture z Putat uliquis, &c. 

Fourthly, that before this Priority was upon this occaſion ftay- 
ted, the Church was governed Communti Presbyterorum Confilio, by 
the Gounſeb of the Presbyters in common; and that even after this : 
imparity, it ought to be fo governed'; Sciant Epiſcopi ſe Eccleſiam- 
debere in communi regere. 

Eifthly, that the occafion of this Imparity and Superiority of 
Biſhops above Elders, was the diviſions which through the Devils 
inftin&fe]} among the Churches ; Poſtquam vero Diaboli inſtintiu. 

Saravie would take advantage of this place, to deduce this Im» 
__ as high as from the Apoſtles times , becauſe even-then they 

egan to ſay] am of Paul,end Lof Apolles: but ſure S. Jerome was not 
ſo-weake-as this man would”'m3ke him, to ſpeak Inconkiſtencies ; 
and when + r_—_cn to himſelf, to prove that Biſpops and Pres=- 
ters are in Screptare the ſame , to let fall words that ſhould con-- 
tae his own propoſition ; whereas therefore 5, Jerome ſaith, = 
afier - 
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(OP 
ter Men began to ſay, T am of Paul, and T's ApS; & te, it was ded ©. g o 
rnd that one of the Presbyters ſhould be pohugre My Oc. This is Parſe = 
ſpoken indeed in the Apoſtles phraſe,but not of the ; times;elſe - 40 
tro what purpoſe, is that coacervation of-rexits that followes ? Pats! 
But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted to be of Apoſtolical antiquity 
(which yer we grant not, having proved the contrary) yet it ap= .; 
peares, It was not of Apoſtolical mention, but of Diabolical occaſion: 
And though the Devil by Kindling Divitions in the Church, did 
miniſter Occaſion to the invention of the primacy or prelacy or one 
for the ſuppreſſing of Schiſme ; yer there is juſt cauſe to think;that 
the Spirit of God in his Apoſtles was never the author of this 
ES Co amend thr Apotiadeyachent wes Divddons 
Firſt,becauſe we' read in the' es dayes there were Divi : FE am 
Rom. 16.7. and Schiſmes,1 Cor.-3.3.and oak: «the Apoſtle was "ih 
not diretted by the holy Ghoſt to ordaine Biſhops for the rakrig © m_ 
away of thoſe Diviſions. Neither in the rules he preſcribes for the 
healing of thoſebreaches , dothhe mention Biſhops for thatend't 
Nor inthe Dire&ionsgiven to Timothy and Titurfor theOidmtavior 
of Biſhops or Elders,-doth he mention'this av one end of thele Ora 
nation, Or one pecutiar duty of their office. Andithough'the' Apoſtle 
ſaith, Opertet hzreſes iter vos eſſe, 'ut qui probati ſunt manifeſti fiant 
inter vos 3 yet the Apoltle nowhere faith, 'Oportes Epiſcopos eſſe, ut 
tolantur bereſts, que manifeſte frunt. > [10 oo 
- Secondly, becauſe asDoftor Whirdkerifaith, the rengedy devifed | 1. - 
hath proved worſe themthe difeaſe 5 which doth never happen to = 
that remedy whereof the holy Ghoſt is the'aurhor.'- / vr | 
Thirdly becanſe the holy-Ghoſt,who could'forefee what would 
enſue thereupon, would never ordaine thatfor a remedy., which 
would not onely be incffe&ual to:the cutting off of evil , bur be« 
come a ftirrup for Antichriſt to get into his {addle. For if therebe 
a neceſſity of ſetting up one Biſhop:over many Presbytercfor-preven= 
ting ſchiſmes, there is as great aneceſlity of ſecting ap one Arche 
biſhop over many Biſhops, and one Patriarch over many Archbiſhops, 
and one Pope over al,unlefle men will imagine, that there is a dan- 
ger of ſchiſme onely among Presbyters, and not among Biſpopraud: 
Archbiſhops, which is contrary. to Ss and our own 
erence. 1.0 & «4 i 
And leſt our adverſaties ſhould appealefrom Hierome 'as an in» 
competent Judge in this caſe, becauſea Presbyter, and ſoa party, 
we will therefore ſubjoyne the jndgraents of other ancient Fathers 
who were themſelves Biſhops. '.' ©) vo tn 1h hun 
' The Commentaries that go ander the name of Saintdmbraſe-up» 
on Epheſ. 4. mention another occafion of this Diſcrimination or 
D priority 5 


. ( 24.) 

**4t ub; omnid * AS . .*x _ . * 

| omne' priority;and that was'* the increaſe and dilatation of the Church 
«eſt Eccle- yponiccaftoy whereobahey did.ordaine Reftors or Governours, 


ind other yr ry z yet this he grants, that this did 
cula conſtituta differ from the former orders of the Church ,- and from apoſtoli- 


—_—_ .- Elder to another by Succeſhon,'-when be who was in the place was 


| Eentie £127" Luecelion, Thus much we finde concerning the occafion dfrhis 
| Ideo non per 1PParity,cnough to ſhew, it. is not of Divine Authority. . 

emnia dnveniung s 

ſeripta ſunt. Nam, 


| For the ſecond thing, . the perſons who brought in this Impari- 


| Hierom ad eltdiumiy; Excetfuri gradu:collucatum, Epifoipum nomnaebant, quamedo 

Eves. 

'S Reegbyters of Mexardriedid call him their Biſrop, whom they had ' 
| choſen from ameng themſe/ues,S&placed in a higher degreezas ifan 

| army ſhould make an Emperour; or the'Deacons-an Archdeacen. 

Ambrel, ubi |: Amhroſt upon $he &uicthakthe Epbrſious tells'us, it was don 

price by «Gouxerll, and alihoughhe neither name the rime nor place of 

; the Conncel, . yet.aſcribing it taa:Councell he grants it not to be A- 
poſtolical :. this-gave oocaſianto others to fixe it upon Cuſtome as 

Hiermym, in Tit. and Augit. Epiſt. 19. ſecundum honorum vacabula 
gud Ecclefe uſu obtinnit Epiſcoputus Presbyterio major eft, And had 

| that webz3e/ie-gr Prelacy tiad che Seal and confirmation of Divine or 

Grego.Naz. Apaftalical Authority,Gregory Nazravzene would never in fach a Pa- 
Orat.28; thetick manner have wiſhed the Abolition of it, as he doth in his 
_— tha know 
2122, ad now were is that. acknowledgement, aud conveyance of Impa-- 

— rity.and Juriſdidion which dajith this ſtrant was ark by act 
the Apoſtles bhauds, aud deduced in an uninterupted line, unto this dey : 

* where is it ? we finde no ſuch Imparity delivered from. Apoſtolical 
hands,nor ackpowledgedin Apoſtolical writings; yet had there beer 
ſuch an acknineledgement aud conveyance ofimparity : how this ſhould - 

ye been. deduced to us in amyninteroupted|Line, we know nat 

unlefſe our Biſhops will draw the Line gf their Bodegee through the 
!apes of Antichriſtand joe iflue, and mingle blood with Remerwhich 
| > brSMHCt 2; 144 | on is 
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nation , ſeem to imply, that that payer is ſaly theirs : Here wee 

defire it may be ob : Fox, | | "I 
Firſt, that theſe Fathers put all the difference that lies betweene 
Biſhops and Presbyters, to be in point of Ordination. Quid fecit 
Epaſcopus, quod non. facit Presbyter except Ordinatione. And. there- 
fore Chryſoftome himſelfe confeſſeth, that in bis daysghere was li- 
tle or no difference between a Biſhop and a Presbyter. Tater Epiſ- £4,160. ypor 
copum & presbyterum intereſt ferme uibil, &c. ..-. +. the-3, Saws 
Secondly, That this difference is not ſo to he underſtood, as if | 
theſe Fathers did hold it to be by divine right (as Bel/armiz and 
our Epiſcopal men would make us beleeve }but by a humane con- 
ſtitution. And therefore they do not ſpeak De jure but de fecto,Quid Libre de ſep- _ 
facit, &c. not quid debet facere. And this Hierow confefſeth . So Leo tem- Ordimi 
prom. ep. $8. upon complains of unlawful Ordinations, writing 
to the Germane and French Biſhops, reckons up what things are 
reſerved to the Biſhops, among which he ſet down Presbyterorum & 
Diaconorum conſecratio, and then addes, Que omnia i is deberi ſung- Concil. Aquiſ- } 

mis Pontificibus Autberitate Cononam precpitur : So. that for this 84: 1. Can. 8 
power of Ordination, they are more beholden to the Canon of ——— 
the Church, then to the Canon of Gods Word. Clericorum or- \ 
Thirdly, we anſwer that this very humane difference was not in dinatio & co 
the Primitive Antiquity , It wasnotſo in Cypriezs time, as we e- ſecratioreſer- | 
ven now ſhewed. And when it did prevaile, it was but a particu» —_ of fu 
lar cuſtome (and ſometimes uſurpation) of ſome Churches, For ** "7 
it was otherwiſe ; —— in the: Councet of Carthage, and in 
Egypt, and other places,. as is declared in the former part of this 
on 3 and even in Chryſoftomes time, it was 10 little approved 
of, that it was one great accuſation againſt Chryſoftome hinielte, 
That be made Ordmations without the Presbytery, and without the con- 
ſent of bis Clergy,\.this is quoted by Bifhop Pownam, lib. 1: cap. 8. 


ag. 176, | | | 
SECT. I% Bilſon. Sp 
N2 had the Biſhops of former times, more right to the power —_ Mou 
of ſole Furiſdiction, then of ſole Ordengtion ; And here we have Cp." Epift. 6. 
Confitentem reiungqur very Adverlavies confeſs the Votes of Anti- 99-28. ;. 
quity are with-us3 +: {-. ,* +! gt (ah #i#: = 
—_— profeſſeth, that he would donothing without the Clergy z Concils 4. Ce 
nay, he could do nathing without them 3, nay, be durſt not take upon him _ pr 
lone to determine that. which ot-right did belong, hen 


HonBt all ;-and had ;;, 1.9. 9 | 


ht or any, other, daneſogthefous ff Carthage condemns Sozo. 1. 2.924 

the Semente obuhe Biſhop, as {rite raſs, Clericorum ſententia corfir- Paſſion. devel 

melgr. 2 010131 C3111) GT $5 ooo, ©» b6. Magnify 
Would ye. knaw:the- [2 
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tic ba, wherein the Biſhops had no Wy 
Ppwer of Arte wo theis Prebyrers, - hg: Firft 
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r Firſt, in judging and cenſtiting Presbyters'thremſtlves,andchetr 
poet parte 2: Dodtrine ; JOE the res in Gretizvu is fall and cleare: 
Per rotum &y Epiſcopus non poteſt Iudicare Presbyterum vel Diaconmm fine Synodo & 
dertes Diſt.gz; Sexioribus : Thus Baſil counſelled and praftiſed, epiſt:75.S0 Ambr. 
cap. 5,6. lib.10.epiÞ.$0.Cyril in epiſt. ad Tohannem Antiochen, hus Gregory ad 
Iohan. Panor mitan.lib.11.epiſt.49. #10 

A Secondly , in judging of the converſation or crimes of any-of 
—_ the members of the Church : Penes Presbyteros eft Diſciplina que fa 
| cit homines meliores ; That Diſcipline that workes emexdation in 
men, is in the power of the E/ders. And therefore when any was 
queſtioned in point of converſation, he wasbrought, ſaith Tertul=- 

ral, pot, © {1a11into the Congregation where woeloncingColigceianyond 
- ver, Gent, Divine cenſures : And who had the chicte ſtroke in theſe Cenſures, 
| he tells us after :' Preſident probati quique ſeniores : All vbe approved 
Elders fit as Preſidents. 

And thoſe cenſuresthat paſſed by the whole Presbytery were 
more approyed by the Church in ancient-times , then fuch as were 
paſſed by one mian ; for we finde that when Syagrizs and Ambroſe 
paſſed Sentence in the ſame caſe, the Church was unſatisfied in the 
Sentence of Syagrius , becauſe he paſt it ſine alicujus fratris conſilio, 
without the counſel or conſent of any of his Brethrex.But were pa- 
| cified with the ſentence of Saint Ambroſe : becauſe, ſaith he , Hoe 
Ambrif. Epiſt. rw gn cum ſratribus - conſacerdotibus participarune __ 
_ Nor was there an y kinde of cenſures that the Biſhops did admi- 
vg. deverh, Nniſter alone: Admonitions were given by the Elders; Auguſtize tells 
Apoſt. Ser.19. ts the Elders did admonitſh ſuch as were offenders;to the ſame pur- 


tage! ulerunt, 


d-qu 
x Reader may pleaſe to take notice that Saint Hierom ſpeakes not of 


pfreron-Epift. os iiterdiem' abijctt, in ques nou irwiquam Epiſcoporum' & Clericotum 
4 - - - ſome which'ſhe cafts our; againſtwhom the cenſures of Biſhops and 


—_ . 
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-wicked'men were caſt out of the Church,were not in the 'ſole hands of * 
the Biſhops, but likewiſe in the hands of Preſbyrters. | 

* Syricius Biſhop of Rome fignifies to the Church of Millaine , that To- 
vinianus, Auxentius, &c. were caſt out of the Church for ever , and he amr 
ſets down how they did it , Omninm Noſtrum tam Presbyterorum quam tib.10. 
Diaconorum, quam totius etiam cleri ſciſcitata fuit ſententia. There was a Fdift.t9. 
concurrence of all Presbyters, Deacons, and the whole Clergy in that 
ſentence of Excommunication. 

The truth herein may be turther evidenced by this, becauſe the 
whole Clergy as well as the Biſhops impoſed hands upon ſuch , as re» 
penting were abſolved : Nec ad communicetionem (ſaith Cyprian) venire cy, x 
quis poſſit, niſi prius ab Epiſcopo & Clero Man illi fuerit impoſita::No man 12. _ 
that a been 00 rar might _— to Church-Communion , be« And this 

ere bands had teen laid upon him by the Biſhop and Clergy. was, ont 
4 Alſo writing to his Clergy concerning lapſed Chriftions? he- tells them, canes 
Exomologeſi fafia & manu tis & vobis in panitentiam impoſita,0c. that ats yrjaain \ þ 
ter confeſlion and the /aying o# their hands , they might be commended mizoribus} 
unto God : ſo when certaine — from their hereſie were to be dcliflie.,. 
received into the Church at Rome in the time of Cornelius , they came car. 58 
before the Presbytery, and therefore confeffed their finnes, and fo were 45.vide”” | 
admitted. 11 4 - ian Off 
But though the ſentence of Excommunication was managed onely Foit-6.- k 

by the hand. of thoſe that laboured in the Word and Do&rine,. yetiwe: 1 +x 
will not conceale from you, that neither Excommunidcation aotablos! » 
tution did paſſe vichout the knowledge and approbation of the body'of * '' ' 
the Church, to which the Delinquent did belong. j-..þ on 
' Sowe have learned out of Tertulliay,that their cenſures were ordered T:rrul.ds | 
in their publike aſſemblies ; and good reaſon, becauſe the people werepolathers' 
to forbeare communion with ſuch. 2 Theſ.3.6, 14,15. and publike cert= Gut" 
ſures of the Church were inflited not onely for the Emendation of 5: ' 
delinquents, but for the admonition of others, and therefore ought to. - 
be admiſtred in publike that others might feare, x Tim. 5.20. Origen Cie. wy 
mou of the Duty and Power of the Church in cutting off a-ſcan- ;, 5. --* 
alous Perſon though a Presbyter,making the caſe his own, heſaith 
thus : In uno conſenſu Ecclefia univerſs conſpirans excidat me dextram ſuam 
& projiciat a ſe, He would have the conſent of the whole Church in that A. 

And when the lapſed Chriſtians were received againe into the 
Church , the Peoples conſent was required therein ; ee why ſhould _ 
Cyprianiay, Vix plebi perſuades im extorgueo ut tales patianinr admitti : IM © 
I can ſcarce perſwade the people to ſuffer ſuch to be admitted; and in 
another Epiſtle written to his people in his Banifhment , he pr 
to examine all things,they being preſent and judging.  Exaueinggyanter ©; 

fngula preſentibus & judicantibus vobix. | Fs Or: i WES + 
But of this power cf the People we thall have a further occafion- to 


% 
'Y 
* 


> 
- 
4 
_ 
** 


| (32) 
[peak afterwards , when we come to diſcourſe of Governing: Eldtris 
Onely may it pleaſe your Honours from henceto take notice,, how 
unjuſtly our Biſhops have invaded this right and power of Presbyters 
and people in Church cenſures, and deveſting both of it, have girt ic 
ah ———_ themſelves, and-how herein.they and the Biſhops of for- 
mer times are 'E W O; 
SECT. X. 
A Ne as our Fifhops,and the Biſhops of former times are T W Oin 
point of Sole Furiſdiftion, ſo alſo in the Delegation of this power 
_ , of Furiſdifiion unto others :.to their Chancellours,,Commiffaries,Of- 
Tens ficers, $c- Was ever ſuch a'thing as this heard of in the beſt primitive 
:r-oops LINES 7 that men that never received impoſition of hands, ſhould not only 
be received into aſliftance, but he wholly intruſted with the power of Spirt- 
tual Juriſdiftion : Even then when it is to be exerciſed: over ſuch perſons 
29 as bavebid hands laid upon them. 
—_— We may obſerve in Cyprian, whilſt perſecution ſeparated him from: 
Men his Charch, when queſtions did ariſe among his people , hedoth not 
edemque ſendothem to his-Chancellour or Commiſlary ; No, he was fo far from: 
en ſubſtituting any man ( much lefſea /ay man) to determene or give 
| tin ſuch caſes,that he would: not aflame that power wholly 
: m £O himſelf, but ſuſpends his Judgement , till the hand of God ſhould 
n lege Dj- reſtore him to his aine, that with the advice and-Counſel of 
ina pro- thePresbyters,. he might give ſentence : as may appeare to anythat. 
sberar di- (hal peruſe his Epi 
— Sure if God hadever led his Churchto fuch a way of deputation,it 
5s in bove Would have been in ſucha caſe of Neceffity as this' was : or ha& any; 
. offuch a courſe as this been viſible by this holy Martyr in the 
mulCon- goings of former ages,he needed not have deferred the determination 
rn of: the queſtion about the receiving of ſome penitent Japſed ones into. 
* * - the boſome of the Charch again, till his-returne and the returne of his- 
| Clergy, as he doth. 
Cypr,Epiſh, We will inſtance in his 28Epiſtle, wherein giving direQion for the 
a8. excommunicacing of ſuch as would raſhly communicate with lapſed 
Chriſtians, he gives this yy not to his Chancellor or Commiſſary, or: 
any-other man upon whom he had devolved his power, and ſet him-as/ 
kis Deputy or Viccar generaltinhis abſence, but ad clerum, to the whole 


ﬆb | 

This Thuth isſo cleare, . that Biſhop Downam the great Advocate of 
lags yn . Epifcopacy confeſſech,that in Ambroſe his time, and a good while after 
of: (which wazaboue 400 years) till-the Presbyters were in a manner 
neglefied; the Bifhops had no Ordinaries, Vitars, Chancellors,or 
| es, that were notClergy-men : but this is but a blind, where-- 
with the Biſhop would Dorre his Reader, for we challenge any man 
to produce the names of-any Clergy-mey thatwas Vicar-toA zor 
llorto Auguſtine, or any other of the Biſhops of thee times; ſo- 
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impadently diſturbed the right Order" of Elton. | 
t which this ſacred Emperour calls the right order of Eleliion, 
what is it but the Ele&ion by the people ? in whoſe power,he ſaith 
ic then was and long had been to chooſe a Biſhop ; and by whoſe 
power the next Biſhop was choſen.So the ſame Author cells us,that 
after Euſebius and T; ius were caſt out of their ſeveral ſeats for {dem «bj ſupre: | 
Arianiſme, by the Councel of Nice, others were appointed in their | 
roomes by the Clergy and people of each Dioceſle. 
To this Ele&tion in Nicomedia, we could (if it were needful -in 4 
ſo cleare a Truth)adde many the like Preſidents of popular Ele&i- Cyprian, Corne, | 
ens z which for brevities ſake, we paſſe over. Not queſtioning,but = ar 
that which hath been ſpoken, is ſufficient to informe the. incelli». 25 205% 
gent Reader, that our Bifhops and the Biſhops ot former times,are 
TWO z point of Elefion. | 
SECT. VIII: 


Second thing wherein we have undertaken-to hew, that our 
"&. Bi/hops and the Biſhops of former times are T,W Oy is in the 
Execution of their Office : and here there are three things, where» 
in he that will not w:lfully ſhut his eyes againſt all. light , may fee a — 
Latitude of difference between ours and former Bi Furſt, in 
that Sole Iuriſdiftion which our Biſhops afſume to themſelves. Se- 
condly, in the Del/agation they make of the power of exerciſing this 
Furiſdi&ion unto others. Thirdly, in the-way of the exerciſe of that* 
ower. " | 
For the firſt of theſe, Their ſole Iuriſdiition 5 Thatour Biſhops al- 
ſume this to themſelves, it is kxown and felt, and that this Sole In- 
riſdidtion was a ftranger, a Monſter to former times, we ſhall now 
rove, and makecleare; that the power of Ordinationy Admonition, 
communication, Abſo/ution, was not in the hands of any ſole man, | 
Firſt, for Ordination, Cypriarwin his exile writing to his Charge, cyqr, zxif. 25.) 
certifies threm,- that Aurel:us was ordained by him and his Colleapnes, | 
who were preſent with him; ( who were theſe Qolleagues , bur his 
Presbyters ; as he himſelf expounds it , writing to Luciws-in- his 
own name, and the name of his Clergy and people, Ego & College xyip.;9; 
& fraternitas omnis,&c. 1 and my Colleagues and-my whole peo- 
ple ſend theſe Letters to you, &e, So that it is cleare in Cyprians 
time, Presbyters had a hand'in Ordination, and Biſhops did not Or- 
daine alone. Firmilianus ſaith of them that rule in theChurch, 
Quod baptizandi, MANUM IMPONENDI ET-ORD I- Apud Cyp.- 
N A NDI, poſſtdent poteftatem. And who thoſe he, he cxprefſeth a Exft.755 
lictle before, SENIORES & Prepofiti : by whom the Presbyters 
as well as the Biſhopy are underſtood.. ata, 


| ” 28) 


And as theſe places prove, that Biſhops in rhe Primicive time, 
could not ordain alone without the Presbycers ;ſo there are that 
giveus light co underſtand, that the Presbytevs miight ordain 
without the Biſhop. The Author of the Comment upon the E. 
Þheſians, that goes under the name of of Ambroſe, faith, Apud Egyp- 
tum Presbyteri conſignant, fi preſens non ſit Epiſcopw, In Egypt the 

. .. . Presbyters ordain, if the Brſhop be not preſent 3 {o ſaith Auguſtine in 
_ = the ſame words ; and the* Corepiſcupus, who was bura Presby- 
ond ok ter, had power to impoſe hands, and to ordaine within his pre- 
Epiſcopiidy Pa- cinAts,with the Biſhops Licence. Now Licences confer not a power 
ftores : Mani- to him that hath ic not, but onely a faculty to exerciſe that pows 
fem 9% heath 

"jt £4, TRE iniquity of our times hath been ſuch, that a Miniſter may 
T3 _- not Preath to his own flock, without a Licence : doth this Li- 
VINO R 4- cence make a man a Miniſter, and give hin» power to preach,or on» 
TA Miſe. ly a faculty and liberty to exerciſe that power? Should a Biſhop 
pa —_ E- give aLaikea Licenceto preach, or to ordain, doth: that Licence 
Font bote; make him a Miniſter, or a Biſhop ? Sure all will ſay, no : why ? 
Ecclefie aut no- Þecaulſe in'the Laike there is hot Aus primary the root and prin» 
lunt ordinatio- Ciple of that power, which Licence onely opens a way to the exer- 
nem impertire, cite of; and therefore that muſt be concluded to be in thoſe Cho= 
—_ _ por repiſcopiz or Presbyters, by vertue of their place and calling, and 
why ubj ſu- notby vertue of a Licence. Sothat the power of Ordination was 
pra, peg.Concil. fo farre from refiding in the Biſhop alone, as that the Presbycers 
Antios.Can.10. and Corepiſcopi had. power to ordain as well as he. 


& ancyr. Can. Neither was this on*ly a matter of Eccleſiaftical caſtome, but of 


_— Ecclefiaſtical conſtitution, which bids the Biſhop ;_ 
Concil. 4. Car» Fitſt, in all his Ordinations to conſult with his Clergy ; Vt E- 
thaz. piſcorus ſine Concilio Clericorum ſuorum Clericos non ordinet: That the 


Cen. 22, B1/hop ſhall not ordain a Clergy man without the counſel of the Clergy : 
this was Cyprians praQtice, Epiſt. 33. 
2. S:condly, in his Ordinations to take the concurrent aſliſtance 
JM. Can. 3. of his Presbyters z Cum ordinatur Presbyter, Epiſcopo eum benedicen= 
te, & manum ſuper caput elus tenente, etiam omnes resbyteri qui pre- 
ſentes ſunt, manus ſuas juxta manum Epiſcopi ſuper _ iliys texeant . 
When a Presbyter is ordained, the Biſhop blefling him, and hold- 
ing his hand npon his head, all the Presbyters that are reſent, 
fhall likewiſe lay their hands upon his head, with the hands of the 
Biſhop. In which Canon, we have the unanimous vote of two 
aferearss. in hundred and fourteen Biſhops, declaring that the power of Ordi- 
Epiſt. ad Evag. #ation is in the hands of Presbyters-as well as Biſhops. 
Chryſeſt. Hom. *And whereas it may be objeRed, that Hierome and Chryſoſtome, 


11.;n1.4d affirming Biſhops to differ from Presbyters in the power of Orcdi- 
Tim, | ; nation- 
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wh Nh Git a betyveen our .Blſhops , anil 
ſ Third branch wherein the difference Our . BY 2 
"FA the Biſhops of former times , in poiat of Exerciling their Jurif- 
dition, is viſible, is the way or manxer of exercifing that, power. 
For brevities ſake we will onely inſtance in their ,proceedings in 
cauſes criminal z where let them tell us, whether any good Antiquity 
can yeild them one Preſident for THEIR OATH-EX OFFE © 
CI O, which hath, been to. their COURTS, as Purgatory fire to the 
Popes Kitchin :.chey have forgotten that old Maxime in the Civil Law, 
Nemo tenetur prodere ſeipſum , which as it is grounded-upon hatural e- 
quicy, ſo it is put by a Law enated by Diocleſian and Meximnuli- | 
an, Nimis grave eft quod petitis, &c. 1t is too grievous that the adverſe part | 
ſhould be required to the exhibition of ſuch things as ſhould create trouble to © , h.4 
themſelves. Underſtand therefore thet you to bring profes of your in= T;r.20., 
tentions, and not to extort them from your adverſaries againſt themſelves. 1.1. 
Shall the Lamp of Nature in the night of Echniciſme le Hea- 
then Princes,(yea Perſecutors) to ſee and enat thus much , and fball 
not the glorious Sunne of the Goſpel convince theſe of their iniquities 
in tranſgreſbng this Law,that call themfelves the Farbers of tht Ghurcb? 
If neither the lizht of Natyre, nor Goſpel light can, yet thecuſtome of 
the Church, zo which they.ſo oft appeal, may-both convince theng 
this iniquity, anddiſcqvr to allthe world. the contrariety of thi 
proceedings, to the prog s of former times, in this particular. | 
For of 01, both the Plantiffte and Defendant were brought-face to Wy 
face, before the parties, in whoſe power.it was to judge : which way Athen.' || 
of proceeding , Athanaſius aftirmes to be according to\Scripture , the Apel.2/ , 
Law of God. And becauſe thoſe that condemned Macerizs,did not thus 
proceed, he condemnes their Sentence as malicious and unjuſt. 
Of old, no Sentence paſſed againſt any man, but upon the Teſti 
of other witnefſes beſides the Accuſers: after complaint exhibited, 
che firſt thing they applyed themlelves to , was to conſider the perſon ,,.  »,/ 
and qualicy of the Accuſer,Concil.prim.Conftant.Can.6 Then they heard Mat 9 
the witzeſſes,who were two at leaft;Can.Apoſt.Can,75.And thele witneſſes *** 
muſt be ſuch, as might notbe imagined tobe partial, nor to beare en- 
mity nor maliceagainſt the party accuſed. AmbroſcEpiſt,64-lo Gretien, 
Can]-3-qhe 500 od ſuſpedr. 0-54 1 
| Of old, None mightbe party, witneſſe, and Fudge, which -Graties. . 
proves at large. Couſ.4.94.4- cap. Null nnguan. preſumat accu jator ſis -: 
mul efle, & Tudex & teftts, —_—RI 7; Greg. De+«|. 
We grant indeedthe Canon Lawpermitsin ſome caſes Tryal 'with cer. /ib.zs 
out witneſſes ; Si criwen ita publicum eſt, ut merith debeat appellari note ace 
rium; If the crimebeſo fury » thatiic may 4erredls be called, > das 
| Notoriow, Which Law+ determines what is notorions ſayings Greg./ib.s” 
Offenſam ilem nos inteliginus manſeten, gue vel per confeſionen ola Ti ce. þ 
| - _ | 
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| bationem legitime nota fuerit,” ant evidemi# Rei, que nulle poſſit tergiver- 
fatione celeri 3 We count that offence. manifeſt, which eit Z by coor. 
fion, or by lawful proofe comes to be known, or by evidence of 'fa&, 
ſo as it can be hid by no tergiverſations. | | 

So that all was done in former times with mature deliberation, up- 
en examination and evidence pm and proved* by ſuch witneſ(- 
ſes, as againſt whom the Defendunt could lay in no juſtexception. And 
not as now an Accuſation whiſpered againſta man, he knowes not by 
whom,to which he muſt take his oath to anſwer,before heknows what 
his Accuſation is. Whict-Oath, if he takes, withont further .witneffe, 
he is cenſured upon the witneſfe of his own Oath. If he takes ir nor, 
he is ſent preſently to priſon,there to Iye without Bayle or Miainprize, 
will the infupportable miſeries of his long durance, compel him to take 
on Oath againſt Nature, Scripture, Conſcience, and the juſt Defence 

. of his own innocency. 

That our Biſhops therefore and former —_ are Two,in the point 
of executing their Judicatory power, we need no more timeto 
prove, But come to the third thing, in which the difference betweene 
ours and former Biſhops is to be evidenced, 

SECT.  XI.. 

" A Nd that is State Imployment, or attendinceupon Civil and Se- 
Fk.cular affaires, &c. which both Chriſt and Saint Pau! prohibits, 
which prohibition reacheth every Biſhop ( to ſpeake in Chryſoſtomes 
Cbryſoft: words) as well as Timotby, to whom it is direfted 3 Nullus ergo Epiſco- 
Hom,40. patu preditus hec audire detrectet, ſed agere ea omnia detrectet, Let no 
5:2" man that is a Biſhop, refuſe to tear what the Apoſtle ſaith, but to doe, 

what the Apoſtle forbids. 

We deny not but that Bifhops were in the Primitive times often in- 
cumbred with ſecular buſineſs : but theſe were put upon them, ſome- 

| zimes by Emperors, who ſought the ruine of the Church, as Fulian, of 
Record. whom Niceph. lib. 10. cap. 13; doth report, that in Clerum coaptatos 
wp this Sexatorum munere & minifterio perperſe frngi juſit. Sometimes the gra- 
hoſe Cious diſpoſicion of Princes toward Chriſtian Religion, made them 
thin thus to honour Biſhops, thinking thereby to advance Religion : as 
tharhe Conftantine the Great enafted; that ſuch as were to be tryed before 
gia Dolo Civil Magiſtrates,might have leave to appeale ad Tudicium Epiſcoporune 
modo 0h” que corum ſententian ratam efle tauquam ab ipſo Imperatore prolatum ,_ 
AR And this the Hiſtorian reckoneth asrone argumentof his reverend re- 
was, ſpe&to Religion. Sometimes the excellenc of their ſingular parts caſt 
'Sv20.1. 9. civil dignities upon them. Tiberixs granted a Queſtors dignity unto « 
Nicep. 18. Biſhop ſor bis eloquence: Chryfoflome for his notable ſtoutneſs and free- 
F dome of ſpeech;was'ſent as the fitteſt man tqGainarwith the Emperors: 


honoured by the Emperour, would ſollicitthem topreſenc their grei>' 
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vances to the Emperour. And ſometimes the aſpiring humonr of the | 
Biſhops raiſed them to ſuch places, as ap mw Gu, who was the 
firſt Biſhop in Alexengrie, who had civil dignities upon | 
as Socrates relates it, from whom civil anthority did deſcend upon ſuc- Secre. 9,71) 
ceeding Biſhops. Beat # Ghoonh AMtterSyiics hes 4 itggmiis 
mitra; rgreSuragibur F mexyudmr inefe Fdpyny : of whom Nicepborus 
therefore recorded, Epiſcopatum majoricum fajtu, prophanorum Magiſtra- 
tuum more, quam predeceſſores ejus Epiſcopi, greſfu eft, unde adeo initi-. 
um ſumptum eft in Eccleſia Alexandrine ut Epiſcopi etiam, profana negotia | ., _ ak 
curarent : He entred upon his Epiſcopacy with more pomp then his ;,," *** 

redecefſors, with a pomp conformable to the Heathen Magiſtrates. 

Both theſe Hiſtorians relate the ſad conſequence that followedJupan 5-4-7. c. | 
this, that Oreftes the Roman Governour ſeeing his power much weaken- ** 
ed by the Biſhops interpofing in fecular affairs, hated che Biſhop : and 
this (as the Hiſtorian calls it) his uſurped power. | 

This prefident ofthe Alexandrian Biſhop, the Biſhop of Rome did ajceps. 1. ' 
ſoon follow ; Et Romanus Epiſcopatus non alter quam Alexandrinu,quaſi 
EXTRA SACERDOTII FINES epreſſus ad ſecularem pronci- 
patum erat jam delapſis 3 The _— of Rome as well as the Biſhop of 
Alexandria breaking the limits of the Prieſtly funf&ion, did degene- 
rate intoa ſecular Principalicy: whichpurchaſed no lefle envie 'to hitn 
then that to the other. 

And though theſe two Bifhops went at firſt abreaſt in this point, yet 
in a ſhort time the Roman hadour ſtripped the ' Alexandrian in that 

wer, till the Church degenerating more and more, that Roman 

rieſt advanced his power not onely above all the Biſhops, bur all'the 
Monarchs in the Chriſtian Orbe. | ey O16 OR AR 

Yet notwithſtanding, he that ſhall look into the Ancients, thal T 
finde; firſt,that the belt of them held,thar they were not to be moleſted 
with the handling of worldly affaires, Cyprian Epift. 66. 1. Singuli di= 
vino Sacerdotia honorati non nifi altari & ſacrificiis deſervire & precibus 
atq; orationibus vacare debent, Mbleſtiis ſecularibus nonſunt obligandi, qui 
aivinis rebus & ſpiritualitbus occupantur; why 

Secondly, that they complained of them-as of heavy burthens, Ang: p;ggdyg,- | 
calls it Angaria, yea Auſtin himfelfe in his $1.Epiſtle complaines,that ;,. ,;.-- | 
worldly bufineſs hinderedhis praying and fo preſſed him} that vix Auguſt i" 
refpirare potuit : and Gregory the great, non fine dolore in ſecularibus vers © * © \1 
Jah refer. in Dial. | 4) 3 | 

Thiraly, Cyprien conſtrurd it'as one great eanſe of perſecutions rai- 
ſed againſt the Church, de lapfis, Sed. 4. RIET SELL 

Fourthly, ic was much cryed downgas tmlawful by the holy Fa- - 
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thers,many Canons forbidding it,and that under} hoe 
vel (56m their places. Car. Apep \Cenb. pri rag /hee that-&id” ..,_ 7 
preſume to- adminiſter P | | 
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mnt online of Military aftaires or civil place(as Zq- 
are there he ould be delpſed,Cn. pe $3. hiring of ground, 
medling with worldly affaires is to be laid afide by them; Otherwiſe 
they are threatned to be liable to Eccleliaſtical cenſures,Conc,Cal.Cax. 
3.Conc. Carth.Can.16, ba 2; -o 

We will adde this for aconcluſion in this point, it is obſerved by 
Athaneſius, Sulpitizs, Sever, and other Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, that 
the Arians were yery expeditein worldly athires}, which experience 
they gainedby their conſtant following and attendance upon the Em- 
perours Court ; and what troubles they- occaltoned to the Church 
thereby, is notoriouſly known to any that have ſeen the Hiſtories of 
their times. And in this our Biſhops have approved themſelves more 
like tothe Arian Biſhops then the purer $ s of parer times : but how 
ever cleare it 1s, that our Biſhops and the y oh of former times are Two : 
Two int elefion to their office; Two in the diſcharge of their office;Two in their 
Ordination, Juriſdiftion, Proceſſes, Cenſures, Adminiſtrations; and the dit- 
ference between our Biſhops and thoſe of former times , is greater then be- 
Tween the great Biſhop ofRome and them. 

SE CT. XIII 

ID ut it ſeemes our Remonſtrant ſoared above theſe times eyen as high 
Bi. the Apoſtles dayes, for ſo he ſaith, If or Biſhops challenge any 0- 


wired of Timothy and Titms, and the Angels of the ſeven Aſian Churches, 
ſer them be DISCLAIMED as USURPERS. And the truth is, ſo they 


=p a Preshyter or Biſhop, it will be manifeſt that Timothy and Titus were E- 


cap. 37. mothy.and Titus, tobe Evangelifts : or elſe for ſuch as taught the Goſpel ; 


= "gy; and thoſe were of two forts, either ſuch as had ordinary places and ordi- 
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eend upon the 4pyfiles by whoſe appomtment they are ſenr from! place 
” 0 of the ches did "require: As 
firftin Timotby whom Sairit Pay! beſought ''to' abide at Bibefits, 
+. Tim. Y. 3- which had beene needlefſe' importuniy , if Tr- 
mothy had the Epiſcopal! (| that is the Paſtorall ) charge of 
Epheſus commitred'ro him by the Apoſtles, for then he might have 
laid as dreadful.a Charg _ him to abjde at Epheſus, as he doth to 
Preach the Gofpel: Bar ſo far was Pan! from fetling Timothy in Cathe- 
dri in Epheſus, that he rather continually ſends him'up and down up» 
on all Church-ſervices, for we finde A&s. 17. 14. that. when Paw fled 4uno , 
from the tumults of Berea to Achens, he left Silas and Timothy behinde Acre. 
him, who afterwards comming to Paufto Athens, Paul {ends Timothy Chrifti- 
from Athens to Thefizlonica, to confirm the Thefſnlortians in thefaith; as recepte, 
appears 1 Theſ: 3, 1: 2. from whence returning to Pail to Atterr again; 47. | 
the Apoſtle Pat before he left Athens and went to Corinth;ſent him and 4 
Silas into Macedonia, who'returned ro him again'to Corinth, AF. 18; no oF" | 
5. afterwards they traveled to Epheſus, from whence we'read' Pant 4 ( 
{ent Timothy and | Eraftus into Micedozia, AP. rg: 22, wither Pat! went ©7999 51 | 
after them, and from whence they and divers other Bteathirey jours 
nied into Afia, As 20. 4, All which Breathren Parcalls,' as it is pros; 4419 53" | 
bable,. Ani5oaur ixxAnrid;, the meſſengers of the Churches, 2: Cor.$.23. 
And being thus accompanied with Timothy, and the reff of the Bre- Anno 535: 
theren he comes to Miletum, and. calls the E/ders of the Church” of E- | 
pheſws thither to him, of which Church'had Timothy been Biliop; the | 
Apoſtle inftead'of giving the Elflers'a charge to feed the 'of 
Chriſt, would have given that chargeto Timothy, 'and nor tothem. 

And ſecondly,the Apoſtle would not ſo have forgotten hintlf, as 
<2 call.the Elders Exnipy gre, before their Biſhops fice. 

Thirdly, Iris to be conceived; the Apoſtles would havegiven them * 
ſome direfions, how to carry themfelves towaids theit Biſhop *bur” 
not a word of this though Tymorhywere rhett in” Pauls preſence, and in: 
the preſence of the Elders, Thecleare evidence of which Text dem 
firates,that Paul did not leave Timothy at. this; titne as Biſhop 6f Epheſus; Pires: 
Butt is rather evident that he took him along with tiim in his joutrey fv 
to Hieruſalem,and fo to Romefor we find thatthoſe Epi UA Punt wirore Heb, 13. 
while he a priſoner, bear-cither in th&ritſtripcion'or ſure other pale 23- Ry 
ſage of them, the name of 7:metby as Pauls compenian, viz. The Epiſth oo onely: 
ro the Philippians, Colofff ans, Hebrewei Philemon,which Epiſtles he Wrote tharTime- 
in bonds as the contexture, which choſe two learned” profeffors; the th was _ 
oneat Heydelburg, the other at Saximiwr, make of Sainc Pais Epiſttes, with PauP” 
doth declare, : | —_—_ | 

So thar irappears hae Tinothj was ho Billopy but « Mlaifttr, _— 

Evangeliſt, a fellow labourer of the ApaioGs beſ, 3. 1. an Apaftle,, aigh hin! 
Meſſenger of the Church, Cor. $; 3. Her of G6, The 3-3 b-., 
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titles the Holy Ghoſt gives him, but never the tide of a Biſbep.. 
he like we finde in Scripture concegning Titis, whom Pay! as it is 
conceived by learned men, did ficlt afſame into the fellowſhip of his 
4 Anno 43 Labors in the place of Fobn, and made him his companion in bis jour- | 
þ Anno 45 ny through Arxtiech a to Hieruſalem,b io we ind Gal. 2. 1, from thence 
returning to Antioch againe;from thence he paſſed through Syria and 
Cilicia, confirming the Churches; and from C:/:c;a , he paſſed to Creer, 
where having Preachcd the, Golpels and plainted Churchces, he left T.- 
®:Anno 46 tug * there for a while, to ſet in order things that remaine, 

Yet it was but for a while he left him therefor in his Epiſtle which he 
wrote to him not many yeares aftcr, he injoynes him eg come to him 
* Anno SI. to Nicopol; * where he did intend to winter , but changing that pur- 
*poſe ſends for him to 4 Tupwr ent it ſeemes his Hyemal ſtation was, 
and from thence ſends him before him to Corinth, ro enquire the ſtate 
vAnno 51 gf the Corinthians *.His returne from thence Paul expetts at Troas *,ar. 4 
* Anno 52 becauſe comming thither he found not his expeation there, he was ſo 
| grieved in his ſpirit, 2 Cor. 2.12, that he paſſed preſently from thence 
> into Macedonia, where Titus met himzand in the midſt of his affliQtions 
Joycd his ſpirits with the glad tydings of the powerful and gracious 
effe&s, his firſt Epiſtle had among the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 7, 5,6,7, Pay! 
having there colle&ed the Liberalicies of the Saints, ſends Titus againe 
Anno $3 to the * Corinthians, to prepare them for the ſame ſervice of Miniſtring 
to the neceſſities of the Saints,2 Cor.8.6. And makes him- with ſome 

others the Conveyers of that ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 

All theſe journey es to and fro did 7/tus make at the defignment of 
the Apoſile, even after he was left in Creet. Nor doe we finde, that after 
his firſt removal from Creet *; he did ever returne thither.We read in- 
deed, 2 Tim.4.10.he was with Paulat Rome, and from thence returned 
not to Creet, but into Dalmatia. All which dorh more then probably 
ſhew, it never was the Intendment of the Apoſtle to fix Titus in Creet as a 
Biſhop, but onely to leave him there for a ſeaſon for the good of that 
Church, and to call him from thence, and ſend him abroad to other 
Churches for their good, as their ncceſities might require. Now who 
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that will acknowledge a DiſtinG:: the Offices of Biſhops aud 
Fvangeliſts, and knows wherein t| : {yes,will not upon theſe 
premifſes conclude that Timothy : .- Evangelifls andNO T 
Biſhops, _ 

I but ſome of the Fathers have calc. 7/111thy and Ti tus Biſhops. We 


grant it true; and it is as truezthat ſome of the Fathers have called them 

wy og 3b and Patriarks ; yet it doth nor follow , they were ſo. We 

adde, ſecond]y, that when the Fathers did call them' ſo, it was not in a 
oper but in an improper ſenſe ; which we exprefle in the words of our 

olds Learned Orthodox Raynolds ; ... | 

tre He't © You may kearge by che Fathers themſelves, ſaich he, that when they 


_ 
4 
me Ml tearmed 
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termed any 'Apoftle a Biſhdp of this "or that City (as namely $, 
Peter of Antioch or Rome.) they meant itin a general ſort and- fignifi- 
cation,becauſe they did attend that Church for atime,ard ſupply that 
roome in preaching the Goſpel, which Biſhops did afcer.;, buc as the 
nanie of | Biſhop is commonly taken for the Overſeer ofa particulag 
Church, and Paſtor of a ſeveral flack z ſo Peter was'not Biſho .of any 
one place ; therefore not of Rome. 'And this1s true by Analogy of all 
extraordinaay Biſhops, and the ſanie may be faid of Timothy and Titus 
that he ſaith of Peter. s mh LOLGS 

But were it true that Timothy and Titus were Biſhops : will this Re» 
monſtrant undertake, thac all bis party ſhall ſtand to his. Conditions? 
If our Biſhops challenge any other power then was by Apoſtelick, Authority de 
legated te,and required of Timothy and Titus,and the Angels of the ſeaver 
Afian Churches, let them be diſclamed as uſurpers. Will our | 
deed ſtand to this ? then atJzm eft. Didever Apoſtolick Authority delegate 
power to Timothy or Titus, to ordain alone? to governealone ? and do 
not aur Biſhops challenge that power ? 'Did 2 20  Autbarity 
delegate power to Timothy and Titus, to rebuke at Elder ?.1noz'but to 
entreat him as a Father : and do not our Biſhops challenge them; 
and permit to their Chencellors, Commiſſaries,and Officials power not on= 
ly to Rebuke an Elder,but to reyle upon an Elder ? to reproach him with 
= moſt — rag.» termes of foole, knave, Jjack:ſauce, &c. which our 
paper bluſhes to preſent to your Honors view # Did ever Apeſtolick, Au- 
thority delegate to Timothy and Titas power to receive an accuſation a= 
gainſt an Elder, but before two or three witneſſes? and do not our Bis 
ſhops challenge power to proceed Ex Officie, and make Elders their 
own Accuſers ? Did ever Apoſtolick Authority delegate power to. Timo» 
thy or Titus, to reject any after twice admonition, butan Heretick 2 and 
do not our Biſhops challenge power to reje& and ejeft the moſt ſaxnd 
and Orthodox of our Miniſters, for refuſing the uſe of a Ceremony ? as if 
Non-conformity were Hereſie. So that either our Biſhops muſt diſclaing 
this Remonſtrance, or elſe themſelves muſt be diſclaimed as u urpers. 

But if Tim:thy and Titus were no Biſhops, or had not Ki -power, it 
may be the Angels of the ſeven Aftan Churches had; and our Remon- 
ſtcantis ſo ſubile as to twiſt theſe two together,that if one faile, the 0- 
= _ hold. h | 
 Towhich weanſwer ; firſt, that Angel in thoſe Epiſtles is put Col- 
ledvely, not Individualy:; as appears by the Feit? Thyotive, Cap. 2. 
verſ.25-where we read ojuty $"Aiw yToIE Avivore, &c.But Liay unto you 
(in theplural number, notunto thee in the fingularYkud unto the reft 
in Thyatira,&c.Hereis a mn diſtinction between the members of that 
Church. By you, is fignified thoſe to whom he ſpake under the name of 
the Angel. By the tefbahe reſidue of the people. The people governed, 
and the Governours in the plural 2 9% What can be more evident 
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. prove;that by: Hhgal fe meant not.one ſeiighlar petfonybut thewhole 
company of Pb yiers that were in Thyatire. | 
is alſo further appears, becauſe it is uſual with the holy Ghoſt, 
not only in other Books of the Scripture, but alſo in this-very Book of 
the Revelption, to expreſs a company under one fingular perſon. Thus 
the Civil State of Rome, as oppoſite to Chriſt, is called 4 beaft with 
Fexe borgs - and mtu pwm ey Wy —_ yr ol the whore. 
Babylon, and, Iſe Prophet ; e Devil and all his family is 
xo gy old red Dreron. Thus alſo the ſeven Angels that blew ref 
ven Yunpen, Revel. $. 2. and the ſeven. Angels that poured out the 
(even Vials,. arenot literally tobe taken, but Synecdochically, as aH 
know. And why not then' the ſeven Angels in thoſe Epiſtles?Mr. Mede 
In. his Commentaries upon the Revelation, pag. 265, hath theſe words; 
Denique(wt jam fennel iternmq;monuimu )quontem Deus adbibet angeles pro= 
videntie fue in rers bumanarss motibus & converſionibus ciendis, gubernan= 
$ſt; adminiſtric:idcirce, qize nmeſtorum manibus peraguntur, Angele * amen 
Cn ende prafidi &Duei pro commu: _ modo tribuunnr. 
Adde, thirdly, thar the very name Agel is ſufficient ro prove,that it 
not meant of one perſon alone, wack the word Angel doth not im- 
pottany peculiar juriſdiftion or preheminence, but is a common 
neme to all Miniſters, and is ſo uſed in Scripture. For all Minifters are 
 Gbd> Meſſengers and Embaſſadonrs,(ent for the good of the Elet.And 
— the rame being conmon to all Miniſters, why ſhould wee 
thatthereſhould be any thing ſpoken co one Minifter, that doth 
notbelong to all ? The like argument we draw from the word: Stars 
ufed;Revel, 1; 20. The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the ſeven Charches. 
Now itis evident, that all fairhful Minifters are called Stars in Scrip- 
tare, whoſe daty is to ſhine as lighces unto the Churches, in al purity 
ofdoRrine and/holineſs of cotwerſation.. And in this fenſe, the word 
tuſdd,when its faidgthat the third part of the ſtars were darkned,Revel.. 
$12: and thatthe Dragons taile drew the third part ofthe ſtays of Heaven, 
and caft them tothe Earth, Revel. 12. 4. Which is meant not only of 
Biſtiops, bur of other Minifters, uanlefle the Biſtiops will appropriate 
all corruption and:Apdftaty unto thetuſelves. 

- Adde, fourthlyzout of the Texticfdelfe,ir isvery obſervable,that our 
Saviour in opening the myſtery of the Viſion, Revel. 1.20. faith z The 
fron Gondlepicks #ich thou ſawefſt, ure the ſeven Qbarches, but he doth 
.not ſay ,.The ſeven Stars arethe feven Angels: of the fame Churches, 
But the Angels of the feven Churches; wherein not withone fone tiyſtery 
the pumber ofthe A ws 37 :Jeaſt'we IE by 
Angel,one Miniſter alone; 4nd'not a company. And yer the Septenary 
" Laftly | fp 1 mo rater j thie foreuf ie” 
___ _ Eality, one mentioned in the ront, yet ic 
_ isSident, that the Epilttes themſelves are dedicated xo all the mg. | 
Sz Ma 1 
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and Miniſters in every Church, and.toche Churches themſelves; And: 
_ the whole Church, much more to.che Precbyeegs of thee Ghugchs 
This is,proved Revel. 1. 11. hat thou ſcoſt, Prite\ims Books and ſand it 
39 the ſeven Churches which are im Aſia, And atſody the Epiphonema of 
every Epiſtle; He that bath an eare To bear, let bim hear what the Spixit 
Gith nnto the Churches. Upon which words, Ambroſius Auihertus in his 
Fd book upon the Revelation, {aith- thus 3 ud redevigs houtione 
Angeles & Eccleſias unym efſe dehgrigh. Nom cwn in principia tocutionune 
gue ad ſeptem fix Angeles diet; & Angels illius Ecclefie feribe'; infine 
Lamen earundem nou dicit, Qui habet avrem audiat qued fpivitus dicat Ans 
lo, ſed. quid Ecclefie dicat. By one and the fame phraſe of ſpeech he 
weth, the Angels and the Churches ta be one and the fame. For 
whereas in the þeginning of his ſpecch, which he makes. to the feven 
Churches, be ſaith, And write to the Ange! of the Churches 5 yet in: the 
cloſe of the ſame, he doth-not ſay, He that hath an Eare, let hinzheare 
what the Spixit ſaith to che Angel, but what he ſaith tothe Churth. And 
this is further proved by the whole argument of thoſe Epiſtles, where= 
i the admonitions, threatnings, commendations, and reproofes, are 
dire&ed to a]l the Miniſters of all the Churches.  Kevel, 2. 20; The De 
vil ſhallcaſt ſome of you inte priſou, &c. Revel. 2. 16. I will fight' againſt 
them with the ſword of my mouth, Revel. 2. 24. 1 will put upow you no other 
burthen, &«c. I ſay unto yor and the reft of Thyatira, as many as bavenot 
this Dottrine,aud which bave not known the depths of Satan,&c. And when 
ic is laid in the ſingular Number (as itis often) Iknow thy works and 
Labour, &c. ver(. 2, and verl. 4. Repent and do thy firſt works 3 ati verſe 
13. Thou haſt not denyed my Faith, &c. and cap. 3. 26. Becauſe thou'art 
xeither bot nor cold, &c. All theſe and the like places, arenot tobe un- 
derſtood as meant of one individual perſon, but of the whole compa- 
ny of Miniſters, and alſo of the whole Church , becauſe that the pu- 
niſhment threatned, is to the whole Church ; Revel. 2. 5. Repert' and 
do thy firſt works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly and remove thy Cans 
dleſtick ont of bis place z Rev. 2. 16, Repent, or elſe I will come unts thee 
quickly, and will fight againſt thee with the ſword of my mouth ; Revel. 2. 
24. I will not put upon you any other burthen. Now we have no warrant 
in the Word to think that Chriſt would remove his Goſpel from a 
Church for the fin of one Biſhop, when all the other Miniſters, and the 
Churches themſclves are free from thoſe fins. And if God ſhonldtake 
this courſe, in what woeful & miſerable condition ſhould the Church 
of England be, which groaneth under ſo many corrupt Prelates? By 
all this it appears, that the word Angel, is not to be taken, $:%1x5;, 
but awards not mp but Rpurachy tively. And this is the judgment 
of Maſter Perkixs upon the ſecond Chapter of the Revelations and of 
Maſter Brightman : and of Doftor Falke,who in anſwer to the Rhemifts 
in Apec. 1. 20, hath theſe wards: Nay the Angels of the Churches 
2 me: NE 
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meaneth not all that- ſhould wear on' their heads Myters, and hol# At 
crofier ftaves in their hands, like dead Idols, but them that are the Fa 
faithful meſſengers of Gods word, and ntter'and declare the ſame. A- 
gain, they are called the Angels ofthe Charches,becauſe they be Gods po 
meſſengers. | 
Maſter Fox likewiſe in his Meditation upon the Revelation (pag .7:9+ an 
17-) is of this opinion, and hath gathered to our hands the opinions wi 
ofall Interpreters he could meet,andfaith that they all conſent in this Th 
that under the perſon of an Angel, the Paſtors & Miniſters of the Chur« ter 
ches were underſtood:S. Auftin in his 132.Epiſtle, ſaith thus, Sic enim in he 
Apocalypfi legitur dnglin&c Ave fi de Angelo ſuperiorum celorum,ey non. ry 
de Prapoſitis Ecclefiarum-velet iutelligi, non conſequenter diceret, Habeo rey 
adverſum te,&c. And ſo in his ſecond Homily upon the Revelation (if L 
that book be his) Quod autenr dicit Angelo Thyatire Habeo adverſum te a. 
ditit Przpofitis Ecclefiarum, 8&c, This alſo Gregory the Great, un 
FL. 34. Moral. in ob. cap. 4. Sepe ſacram ſcripturam predicatores Ecclefie Cir 
eo qued patris gloriam annunciant, angelorum nomine ſolere deſignare:& uy 
hinc efle,,quod Tobannes in Apocalypfi ſeptem. Ecclefiis ſcribens, angelis ma 
Ecclefiarum loquitur, ideſt,..Pcedicatoribus populorum. Maſter Box red 
citeth Primafius, Hayme, Beda, Richard, Thomas, and others, to whom ruc 
we refer you. ſet 
fit be here demanded (as it is much by the Hierarchical fide) that * | 22 
eh ny el be meant the whole company of Presbyters, why Chrift "Y 
didhot ſay, to the Angels in the plural number , but to-the Angel in 
the ſingular ? 


We anſwer, that tho — on may ſavor of a litle too mucii 
curiofity, yet wewill bold to ſubjoyn three conjeftural reaſons 
of this phraſe of ſpeech. 

Fickt, it is ſo uſed in this place, becauſe ic is: the common language 
of other Scriptures in types.and viſions to ſet down a certain number 
for an uncertain,& the fingular number for the plural.. Thus the Ram; 
Dn. $. 3. is-interpred verl. 20. tobe. the Kings of Media, and Perfia. 
And the enemies of Gods Church are ſet out by four horns. And the 
deliverers by four Ca ers, Zach. 1. 18.20.And-the wiſe and fooliſh 
Virginsare ſaid to be five wiſe and fivefooliſh. And many ſuch- like. 
And therefore as we anſwer the Papiſts, when they demand why Chriſt 
if ke meant figuratively. when he ſaith, this is my. body, did not ſpeak in 

lain language, this is the ſign of my body? We ſay, that this: phraſe of 
peech is proper to all Sacraments : So we alſoan{wer herezthis phraſe 
of ſpeech zel for- Angels, is common to all types andviſions, : 
econdly Angel is put, though more be meant, thatſo.ic may hold 
proportion with the viſion which ob» ſaw, Chap. 1.12. 20.Heſaw ſe- 
wen golden Candlefticks, and ſeven Stars. And thereforeto hold propor- 
tion, the Epiſtles are direed to ſeven Angels, and to ſeven Churches, 
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And this is called a myſtery, Revel.1. 20. The My/? the Stars: 
&c, Nowa m is a ſecret Ce ae gong 1s exs 
efſed ; and therefore though but one Angel be expreſſed, yet the my- 
cry _—_— all the Angels of that Church, 

Thirdly, to fignifie their _ in the Miniſterial fun&ion,and joynt 
commiſſion to attend upon the feeding and governing of one Chu 
with one common care, as it were with one hand and heart, And this 
ii more fitly declared by the name of one Angel, then of many. We of- 
ten finde the name of (one) Prophet or. Pricft to bepur for the general 
body of the Miniſtery, or whole multitude of Prophets or Priefts, in 
the Church of Iſrael or Iudab , when the Spiric of God intendeth to 

rove, threaten , or admoniſh them. Thus it is Tere. 6. 13. 18. 19.1ſa. 

. 2, Hoſe. 9.8. Ezek. 7. 26. Hoſ. 4, 6. Mal. 2.7. Neither ſhould it ſeem 
Cangochac a multitude or company of Miniſters ſhould be underſtood 
under the name of one Angel, ſeeing a multitude of Heavenly Angels 
(imployed in one ſervice for the good of Gods Saints) is ſometimes 
in the Scripture ſhut up under one Angel in the fingular number, as 
may be gathered from Gen. 14. 7. 2 Kings 19. 35. Pſal 34. 7. compa- 
red with Pſzl. 91. 11. Gen. 32. t.2. Kings 6. 16, 17. And "lo a multi- 
tude of Devils or evil Angels, jointly labouring in any one work, is 
fet forth under the name of one evil or unclean ſpirit, 1 Kings 22. 21, 
22. Mark 1.23, 24- Mark 5.2. 9. Luke 4. 33. 34. Luk. $. 27. 30. 1 Pet. 
5. 8. Heb. 2. 14. Epbeſ. 6.11. 12. 

But now let us __—_ ( which yet notwithſtanding we will not 

rant)that the word Axgel is taken individually for one particular per» 
Tag as Door Reynolds feems to interpret it, together with Maſter Be- 
za, yet nevertheleſſe, there will nothing follow out of this acception, 
that will any ways make for the upholding of a Dioceſan Biſhop,with- 
ſole power of Ordination and Juriſdiftion, as a diſtin& Superior to 
Presbyters. And this appears, | 44 

Firſt,becauſe it never was yet proved nor ever will(aswe conceive) 
that theſe Angels were Dioceſan Biſhops, conſidering that Pariſhes 
were not divided into Diocefles in S. Johns days. And the ſeven Stars 
areſaid+o be fixed in their ſeven Candleſticks or Churches, not one 
Star over divers Candleſticks, Neither can thoſe Churches be thought: - 
to be Dioceſan, when not onely Tindal and the old tranſlation, calls 
them ſeven Congregations, but we readalfo As 20. that at Epheſus 
which was one of thoſe Candlefticks, there was but oneflock. 

And ſecondly, we further finde that in Epheſus. one *of thoſe ſever 
Churches, there were many Presbyters, which are all called Biſhops, 
Ads 20.28, and we finde no colour ofany ſuperingendency or ſuperi- 
ority of one Biſhop over another. To them in; general the Church is 
committed to be fed by them without any reſpe& had to Timothy, who 
Rood at his Elbowand| had been with him in Macedonia, andwas now 

wrench 


(44) 
waiting upon himto Jeruſalem. This is aHfo confirmed by Epipbaniag 
who writing of the Herefics of the Miletians,ſaith,thas in ancient umes 
this was peculiar to Alexaxdriay that it hai but one Biſhop whereas 
other Cities had two. And'/he being Biſhop. of Cypres, might well be 
acquainted with the condition of the Churches of Afio, which were ſo 

igh unto him. | 
© hirdly, there is nothing ſaid in the ſeven Epiſtles that implyeth 
any ſuperiority or majority of rule or power that theſe Angels had 
over the other Angels that were joyned with them in their Churches, 
Itis written indeed, in commendation of the Angel of the Church of 
Epheſus, that be could not beare them that were evil, and that he bad tryed 
them which ſay they were Apoſtles and are not, and had found them lyevs, 
And itis ſpoken in diſpraife of the Angel of Pergamas, that he ſuffered 
then which held the DoGirine of Balaam;&c. But theſe things are common 
_ requirable at the hands of all Miniſters, who have the charge of 

ouls. | 

But ſuppoſe that there were ſome ſuperiority and prehemenency in- 
finuated by this individual Ange), yet who knoweth not that there are 
diverſe kinds of ſuperiority ? to wit, of Order, of Dignity, of Gifts 
and Parts, or in degree of Miniſtery, or in charge of power and juriſ» 
dition. Ard how will it be proved that this Angel if he had a ſupe» 
_ riority, had any more then a ſuperiority of Order, or of Gifts and 
Parts ?- Where it is faid, that this Angel was a ſuperior degree or or» 

derof Miniſtery above Presbyters? In which Epiſtle is it ſaid that this 

Angel had ſole power of Ordination and ſuri{di&ion ? And therefore 

as our learned Proteſtants prove againſt the Papiſts, that where Chriſt 

direQed his ſpeech to Peter in particular and ſaid, 1 will give xwnto thee 

the Keys of the kingdom of Heaven;&c. That this particularization of Pe« 

ter did not import any tingular preheminence or majority of power to 

Peter more then to the other Apoſtles ; But that though the promiſe 

*z/c erans WAS Made to Peter, yet it was madeto him in the name of all the reſt, 

utique 4 and giventoall as well as one. And that therefore it was ſpoken to 

 ceteri A- one perſon, and not to all; that ſo Chriſt might fore-tignifie the uni- 

oli quod ty of his Church, as * Cyprian, Auſtin, Hierome, Optatus, and others 

ao &y, So when Chriſt dire&ts an Epiſtle to one Angel, it doth not im- 
——_— ! ply a ſuperior power over his fellow-Angele, but at moſt only a pre- 
prediti oy lidency for order ſake. And that which is written to him, is written 
; bonoris & to the reſt as well as to him- And therefore written to one, not to ex- 
peteftatis, clude the reſt, but to denote the unity that ought to be berween the 
| Pe _— Minifters of the ſame Church in their common care and: diligence to 
| | tate profi. their flock, And this is all that Doftor Reyno/ds ſaith, as you may read 
| ciſcitur, ut in his' conference with Hart, cap. 4. divif. 3. ad finem. For it is evidenc 
Eccleſia u- that Doftor Reynolds was an utter enemy to the Ius Divinum of the E- 
| 14 mr- pilcopal preheminency overPresbycers, by his Letter to woke 
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Kwolk. And Jeathred Maſter Beze: zifo Caith findring:to thefime 
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of If therefore our Remoyfirent can produce no better evidence for 
yed his Hierarchy then Timothy and Titxs, and the Angels of 1be Afian Chur- 
w_ ches, Let not this Remonſtrant and his party,. ery out of wrong, #f 
red this claimed Hierarchy be for ever booted out th e church , ſeeing it is his 
20n owne Option. And yet we cannot conceale one _ more out of 
e of Scriptore, to which the Hierarchy betake themſelves for ſhelter. And 


that is the twoPoſtſcriprs in the end of Pux/s ſecond Epiftle to Timorby, 
and of that to Titzs ; where in the 'one, Trmotby is ſaid to be the firit 
Biſhop of Epbeſus , and in the other, Titus is ſaid to be the firſt 
ifs ; of the Church of the Cretians : to both which places wee an» 
TH wer. 

_ That theſe two Poſtſcrips (and ſo all the reſt) are no part of Ca- 
_ nonical Scripture. And therefore our former and ancienter Engliſh: 
tranſlations, Songs they have theſe Poſtſcriprs, yet they are pur 

his in a ſmall character -different from that of the Text. Althoagh 
our Epiſcopal men of late mm newerimpreſlions have inlarged their 
ri CR, in patting thoſe Poſt(cripts in the ſame tull cha» 
rafter wichthat of the Text, that 'the {imple might beleeve they 


= are Canonical Scripture. The Papifts themſelves C Barorins ,. 
ho Serrarins, and the Rhemiſts ) confeſſe that there is muck falſi 

iſe in them. The ff Epiſtle ro Timothy, is: thus ſabſcribed : the firſt 
eſt to Timothy was written from Laodicea, whoch is the chiefeft City of 
ah Phrygia Pacatiana. Here wee demand, whether Pan! when hee 
bo writ the firft Epiſtle to Timothy, was affared he ſhonld live *0 


a write a ſecond ,. which was wrieten long after 2: And-if not 3 

How comes it to bee ſubſcribed, the firſt to Timothy, which trath rew- 
lation to a ſecond ? Befides, the Epiſtle is ſaid t6 bre wric from: 
baodicea, whereas Beza in his Annotations proves:apparently, that 
ha it was written from Macedonie 3 to which Opinian Barony and 
he Serrarius ſubſcribe. It is added, Which'is the chiefeft | City of Phry- 
" gis Packtiqa... But this Epichet is nowberereadia-che-Wf Iters of 
ad thoſe ages, ſaith Bezw, Sed ap#d. recentiores los, pd Romuys por 
Pn Jam inclinantis provinctas deſerigſeruats- So thatby this place" & is 
Ee vident.,. that the ſubſcription was added. a- long white after; the 
is Y +3. | writing” 


' (46) 
wilting ofthe Epiſtles by ſome: men, forthe moſt 'part vel indottis, 
Caith Beze, vel certe non [atis attentis;Either by a Learned, or negligent 
mane; : .* d 
-. The ſecond Epiſtle is thus ſubſcribed 3 The ſecond Epiſtle unto 
. Timothy, ordainedthe firſt Biſhop of the Church. of 'the Ephetians,' was 
written from Rome; | when Paul was brought before Nero the ſecond time; 
Now theſe words Ordained the firſt Biſhop, is-wanting, ſaith Beze, a 
quibuſdam vetuſtis codicibus, in veteri vulgata editione, & apud Syrum 
interpretem. If Saint Paul had written this Poſtſcript, he would not 
-haveſaid,- To Timothy the firſt Biſhop, &c. whereas it was not yet 
certain whether ever there ſhould bee a ſecond. Neither would it a 
(aid when Part was brought, &c. But when I was the ſecond time 
broughtbefore Nero. ' The Syriack Interpreter reads it, Here ends the 
ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy written from Rome. 
 TheEpiftle to Titzs is thus ſubſcribed; Written to Titus, Ordained 
firſt Biſhop of the Church of the Cretians, from Nicopolis of Macedonia. 
Hereit is ſaid that this Epiſtle was written from Nicopolis, whereas it 
Iiscleare that Pau! was not at Nicopolis when he wrote it. Tit. 3. 12. 
Be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for T have determined there to win- 
ter. Heedoth not ſay, Here to winter, but There z Where note, for 
the preſent he was not there. And beſides it is ſaid, that Titus was 
Ordaimed the firſt Biſhop, &c. And whowas the ſecond ? or was there 
evera ſecond? And alſo He is ſaid to be Biſhp, not onely of a Diocels, 
but of all Creet., Was there ever ſuch a ſecond —_— Adde, laſtly, 
that icis ſaid, Biſhop of the Church of the Cretians ; ereas it would 
bee ſaid of the Churches of the Cretians, For the Chriftian Churches 
of any Nation are called Churches by Luke and Paul, not Church. 
Therefore Codex Claremontanus ſubſcribes z Here ends the Epiſtle to 
Titus, and no more. So the Syriack ; Finitar Epiftola ad Titum que 
ſcripts fuit + Nicopoli. The old Vulgar Edition hath nothing of the E- 
piſcopacy of Titus. By all this it appears, that if the Biſhops had no 
more authority to urge us to ſubſcribe to their Ceremonies, then they 
have authority for their Epiſcopal Dignity by theſe Subſcriptions, 
Boland, be no more ſubſcription to Ceremonies in the Churches 
of England. | | | 
But ſome will ſay, that there is one obje&ion out of Scripture yet 
unanſwered, and that is from the inequality that was berweene the 
twelve Apoſtles, and the ſeventy Diſciples. | 
49] vt To which we anfwer } -\ | 
* Firſt, thatitcathotbe proved that the twelve Apoſtles had any ſu- 
perioxity.oven the ſeventy, either of Qrdinatien, or Juriſdifion, or 
that there was any ſubordination of the ſeventy unto the twelve : but 
{oppoſe itwas, yet we anſwer 
"123577 Secondly 
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Secandly , that a ſuperiority and inferiority betweene Officers 
of different kindes, willnot prove that there ſhould be a ſuperio- 
rity and inferiority beeween Officers of the ſame kinde. No man 
will deny but that in Chriſts time, there were Apoſtles, Evange- 
lifts, Prophets, Paſtors, and Teachers,and that the Apoſtles were 
ſyperior to Evangeliſts and Paſtors But it cannot be proved, that 
one Apoſtle had any ſupetiority over another Apoſtle, or one E- 
vangeliſt over another. And why then ſhould ene Presbyter be 0- 
ver another? Hence ic followeth , that though we ſhould grant a 
ſuperiority between the twelve and the ſeventy, yet this will nor 
prove the queſtion in hand. Becauſe the queſtion is concerning 
Officers of the ſame king, and the inſtance is of Officers of differenc 
kinds, amongſt whom no man will deny but there may be a ſupe- 
riority and inferiority , asthere is amongſt us between Presbyters 
and Deacons. 

And now let your Honoxrs judge ( conſidering the premiſſes) 
how far this Epiſcopal government is from any Divine right, or 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution : And how true that ſpeech of Hierome is, 
that a Biſhop as it is a ſuperiour Order to a Presbyter , is an Hu- 
mane preſumption , not a Divine Ordinance. 

But chough Scripture fails them, yet the indulgence and Muni- 
ficence of Religiows Prixces may ſupport them, and to this the Re- 
monſtr ant makes his next recourſe, yetſoas he acknowledpgeth here, 
Tngagements to Princes onely for their acceſſory dignities , titles , and 

aintenance; net at all for their tations and funitions, ( wherein yet 
the author plainly acknowledgeth a difference between onr Bi/bops 
and the Biſops of «/d by ſuch acceſſions. ) 

For our parts, we are ſo farre from envyingthe gracious Hani- 
ficence of pious Princes , in collating honourable maintenance upon the 
Miniſters of Chriſt , that we beleeve , that even by Gods own Ordie 
nance, double Honoxr is due unto them. 

And that by kow much the Miniftery of the Goſpel is. more ho- 
»oxrable then that of the Law, by ſo much the more ought all that 
embrace the Goſpe4., to be careſull ro provide, that the Jſniſters 
of the Goſpel might not onely live , bur maintain Holpitalivie, ac- 
cording to the Rule of the Goſpel. And that worthy Gentleman 
ſpake as an Oracle,that ſaid,T hat [cavudalow Maintenance ts 4 great 
cant] of a ſcangelous Miniſtery. 4A 

Yet weare not ignorant, that when the Miniſtery came to 
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/eft. Hom. 36 in Matth. That then Religio peperit divitiae , & filis 
devoravit Matrem,Religion brought forth riches,and the Daugh- 
ter devoured the Mother ; and then there was a voice of Angels 
heard from Heaven; Hodie venenumin Eccleeam Chriſti cecidit. This 
day is poiſon ſhed into the Church of Chriſt. | 

And then it was that Jerem complained,Chrifts Ecclepa poſtquam 
ad Chriſtianos principes venit , potentia quidem & divitius major , ſed 
virtutibus minor fatta et. Then alſo was that Conjunftion found 
true ; Thatwhen they bad wooden C halices, they had golden Prieffs; 
but when their Chalices were golden , their Prieſts were wooden. 

And though we do not think , there is any ſuch 5»compoſibil;- 
r7, but that /arge Revenues may be happily managed with an humble 
{cciab[neſſe, yet is very rare to finde Hiſtory tells us , that the ſu- 
perfluous revenues of the Bi/bops not onely made them neglect 
their CMiniſtery, but further uſhered in their ſtately and pompous 
attendance; which did ſo elevate their ſpirits, that they inſulted 0- 
ver their brethren , both Clergy and People, and gave occaſion to 
others to hate and abhorre the Chriſtian Faith , Which Exſebixe. 
ſees forth fully in the pride of Pauls S amoſatenus, vvho notwith- 
ſtanding the meanneſle and obſcurity of his birth,aftervvards grew 
ts that height of inſolency and pride in all his carriage, eſpecially in 
that numerous traine that attended him inthe ſtreets ; and in his 
ſtately throne raiſed after the manner of Kings and Princes, that 
Fides noft14 invidie, & odio, propter faſt am &- ſuperbiam cordis illius, 
faftafwrrit obnoxia;The Chriſtian Faith vvas expoſed to envy and 
hatred through his pride. x 

And as their ambition ( fed vvith the largeneſſe of their reve- 
nues) diſcovered it ſelf in great attendanee , ſtately dvvellings, 


and all Lordly pomp, ſo Hierom complaines of their pride in their. - 


ſtately ſeates, qui velnt in aliqua ſuhlins ſpecala conftituti, vix dig- 
nantur videre martales & alloqus conſerves ſwes: who fitting alofe as 
it were in a yvatch-tovver, vvill ſcarce deigneto looke upon poore 
mortalls, or ſpeake to their fellovv-ſervants. 

Here vve might be large in multipying ſeveral teſtimonies a- 
gainſt the pride of Eccleliaſticall perſons , that the largeneſſe of- 
their revenues rayſed them to: but we will conclude with that 
grave complaint of Szlpitizs Severn. 

Ille qui ante pedibus am aſellozre conſueverat,ſpumante equo ſuperbus - 
invebuur ; parva priks ac vili cellula conttntus habitare, eruit ctl/a . 


EL aquearia, conftrait multa conclavia, ſcalpit poſter, pingit armaria, 
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"veftem reſpuit groſſiorems , indumentum molle d:ſiderat, &c. Which 
becauſe the practice ofour times hath already turned into Engliſh, 
we ſpare the labour to tranſlate. 

Onely ſuffer us (being now co give a Yale to our Remonſtrants 
arguments) to recolle& ſome few things. 
Firſt, whereas this Remonſtrant ſaith; 1f we do not ſew ont of the true 
& genuine writings of theſe boly men, that lived in the Apoſtles dayes a 
clear & received diſtinttion of Biſhops Precbyters and Deacons,as three 
diſtinlt [nbordinate calling 1,with an evident ſpecification of the duty be- 
longing to each of them: Let this claimed Hierarchy be for ever rocted 
ont of the Church: We beſeech you,let it be remembred how we have 
proved out of the genuine and wwdeniable writings of the Apoſtles 
themſelnes , that theſe are not three diſtin callings : Biſbops are 
Presbyters, being with them af one, Name and Office , and that the 
diſtintion of Biſhops and Presbyters was not of D;vse Inſtiruti- 
on, but Hamane: and that theſe Biſhops, in their firſt Inflitution 
did not differ ſo much from Presbyters , «s our preſent Biſhops 


differ from them. 


Pag-22. 


Secondly, Whereas this Remonſtant ſaith, If our BiSops challenge p 48-23; 


any other power then was by «Apoſtolike authority delegated to, andre- 
bas of Fin and Tits, ply rag re of the Aſn Cbarches:Let 
them be diſclaimed as nſurpers. Wee deſire it may be remem+ 
bred, how we have proved firſt; that Timthy and Titxs and the 
Angels who are Dioceſan Biſhops ; and ſecondly , that our F i- 
ſhops challenge ( if not in their Polemickes , yet in their Prac- 
= ) a power that Timeathy and Titus , and thoſe Angelsnever 

IQ. 
Thirdly, Whereas this Remonſtrant faith, 1f there can be better 
e vidence under Heaven for any matter of fatt, let Epiſcopacy be for ever 
abandoned out of Gods Church: We beleech you remember how 
weake we have diſcovered his Evidence to be; and then the /nfe- 
rence upon all theſe we humbly leave to your Honowrs Wiſdom and 


Isflice. 
SECT. XIV. 


Having thus confidered the validity of thoſe arguments, 

whereby this Remonſtrant would ſuffult Epiſcepacy , we de» 
ſcend now to inquire,what ſatisfaQion he gives torhoſe objeRi- 
ons, which himſelf frames as the main, if not the fole arguments, 


that Epiſcopacy is aſſanitable by, and they are two* | 
| F 2 Firſt, | 
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Firſt, that pleading the Divine right of Epiſcopacy i 19 the preju- 
dice of Sovereignty. Secondly , that it caſts a dangerous iwputation 
upon all thoſe Reformed Charches that want this Government. 
To the firſt, the prejudice of Sevvreigaty : he anſwers there is a 
compatiblenels in this cafe of Gods Att, and the Kings : it is God 
that makes the Biſhop, the King that gives the Biſhoprick. 
But we have proved already,that God never made a Biſhop,as he 
Nands in his S»perierityover al other Prezbyters,he never had Gods 
T iat - andif they diſclaim the influence of ſovereignty unto their 
creation to a Priority , and affert chat the King doth not make 
them Biſhops , they muſt have no being at all. Sure we are, the 
7. Bey. o, laws of the Land proclaim, that not only Biſbepricks , but Bi- 
57 "0" forps andail the Turiſdittion they have, is from the King : whereas 
or mon. IDE Remenſtrant acknowledgeth no more , but the bare * place 
firant here ac- and excerciſe to be from Regafl donation, which cannot be affirm- 
knowledges ed without appareut prejudice of that Sovereigntie which the 
theſame ofthe Tawes of the Land have inveſted our Princes with. 
- 2 "a And for his unworthy compariſon of Ki»gs in order to Biſhops, 
41: and Patrons iff order to their (lerkes, when he ſhall provetharthe 
of the Pope, Patron gives miniſterial pewer to his Clerks, as the King according 
whoaffirmed to our Laws gives Epiſcopal power to the Biſhip, it may be of ſome 
the degree of a conducement to his cauſe; but till then , we leave the unfitneſfe of 
| Biſhop was fe this compariſon, "and the unthankfulneſſe ofthoſe men to the in- 
Fan NG win 2 dulgence of their Sovereigue, to their deſerved recompence, 
lar Eihop de His learned anſwer to ſuch men as borrowing Saint /erom? phraſe, 
| jure Pontificio, ſpeake Saint Pauls truth, is in famme this : 
Hiſt,conTrid, That be kn owes net how to preſcribe to men: thoughts , bat for all bis 
Pag.28, 29. Rbetericke, they will think what they lift; but if they will grant him the 
queſtion, they ſhall ſoon be at an endof the quarrel[: which one anſwer 
if ſatisfaFory , would ſilence all controverſies to as good putpoſe 
as hedid Belarmine, who ſaid , Belarmine ſaith it isthus, and I 
ſay it is nor, and where is Bellarmine now? 
Pag. 29. To the ſecond objeRion , that Epiſcopacie thus aſſerted cafts an 
imputation upon all the reformed Churches, that want that Government, 
he ſaith, that the ebjeftion uu intended to raiſe envie ag ainft them; who 
( ifthey may be beleeved) love and bonowr thoſe pfter- (bwrebes, and 
bleſſe God for them. 
But do they out pluck all this envie upon thetnſelves, whoin 
their Conferences Writings Pulpits, Univer ſaties, Diſputes, High Com- 
miſſion, Declamations , have diſclaimed them as no Chnrches, that have 
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 Butchepah of hisnntwer afcer a few good words is thig,thatno 
fuch conſequent can be drawn from their opinion; for their /zx di- 
viawm pleads only for a 1uftifiableneſſe of rhigholy calling|: not for 
an abſolute neceſſity of it, Warr anting it where it is, and requiring it 
where it may be had; but wot fixing npon the Church that wants it, the 
defett of any thing of the Eſſence of a Church , but only of the glory and 
yerſettion of it ; neither is it their fin, but their miſery. 

And is it ſo, doth not this av divinum argue a Necefſitie,but on- 
ly a [»ff ifiableneſſe of this calling? nor is the want of it a want of a- 
ny thing of Eflence, but onely of petfeRion?wehad thought, that 
page the 20th, where this Reywonſtrant ſtrives to fetch the pedegree 
of Epiſcopacie from no leſfe than HyoPelicall, and in that right Dz- 
vine 5nftitstion he had reckoned it among thoſe things, which the 
Apoſtles ordained for the ſacceeding adminiftration of the 
Church 5» eſſential matters: but here it ſeemes he is willing to re- 
trat what there fell from him: there it was to his advantage to 
ſay , this Government was a thing eſſentiall to the Church , and 
here it is nolefle advantage to fay, it is not effentiall. 

Butif it be not Efſentiall , then what is the reaſon that when a 
Prieft who hath received Orders at Rowe, turnes to us, they urge 
nothim to receive ordination among us again: but when ſome of 
our brethren , who flying in Queene aries dayes, bad received 
Impeſprion of hand: in the Reformed Churches beyond -the Seas,re- 
wrned again in the dayes of Queene ELzabetb, they were urged 
to receive Impoſitionofhands againe from our Biſhops, and ſome 
did receiveit, If thoſe Churches that want Bifhops,want nothing 
eſſentig|ſto a Church; then what Eſſentia# want was there in the 
Ordination of thoſe Adavifters that received Impolition of hands 
in thoſe Churches, thacmight deferve's 'Re-orddvation, more thin 
if they had firſt received their Ordination at\ Rome ? 

And what is the reaſon that Biſhop Aerntagve ſo confidently 
affirmes ; that Ordinagion by Epiſcopalh hands is ſo-neeeflary, as 
that the Church is.go;true ( þ withour. it , and the Miniltery 
no.true Miniſtery,and ordinarily no ſalyation to be obtained with- 
out it? And if this Kemonſtr ant ſhould leave Biſhop Montague to 
anſwer for himſelf 4 notwichſtanding he ſtands bound ro give 
us ſatisfaion to th e two'queſtions, whictrariſe from. his own 
Book. : ea TEAFET'? PUREE I E570 38 - Firſt, 
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'Fieft , whether that Office, which by &vive right hath the /ale 
power of Ordaining| and Ruling all other Officers in the Church, ( as erbo 
he ſaith Epiſcopacie hath). belong not to the being, but onely-caſ# £4 
che glory and perfetion of-a Church? Secondly, there being ( in{p#r? « 
this mans thoughts) the ſame us 4vinum for Biſhops, that thererame 
is for Paftors and Elders, whether if thoſe Reformed Churches wart» |, 
ed Paſtor: and Elders too, they ſhould want nothing of the Efexce[|, 17, 
of a {. hurch, bur of the perfeion and glory of it ? \ 

. But this Rewonſtrant leemes toknow ſo-much of the minde of 
thoſe Churches, that if they might have their option, they would moſt Þ* ** 
gladly embrace Epiſcopall Government , as little differing from their tfqu 
own Moderator ſhip, ſave onely in the perpetuitie of it and the new Imven-Yer C0 
tion (as he odioully calls it) of lay- Elders. But no queſtion thoſe'[þvt. 
learned Worthies that were intruſted by the Churches to compile their lyat? | 
(confeſſions , did compriſe their Indge ments better than the Compoſer of 1, 4 
this Remonſfrance, And to his preſumtion , we oppoſe their Con- |; 
feſfion. We will begin with the French Church , who in their | 
.Confeſſion ſpeake thus ; 
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"Credimus veram Ecclepam| We bdlicye that the true ſHmn 
gubernari debere ea politia, | Church ought to be govern- [ſype | 
quam Dominus noſfter Feſus |ed by that policy which |. ;4 
Chriſtus [ancivit, ita videli- | Chriſt Jeſus our Lord eſta» 
cet,ut fintin ea Paſtores,Preſ-| bliſhed , vis. that there be |... 
byters, ſive Senjores, & Dia- | Paſtors, Presbyters, or El-| pie 
cont, ut doFrine puritas reti-.| ders, and Deacons. Anda- [Gove 
neatur, &e. Art.29. Credi-|; gain, We believe that all | Sec 
mus omnes Paſtores ubicuuque | true Paſtors whereever they | his 
collocati ſunt,cidem & equali| be, are endued with eq al oY 
poteſtareimter ſe eſſe praditos and che ſame poweri, under _ > 
ſub uno illo capite ſunomoque| one chief Head and Biſhop |,,... 
& ſolo univerſal Epiſcopo| Chriſt Jeſus. Conſonant to | x;4 
Feſu Chrifto, Art,z0.Gaflice| this the Dutch Churches: [powe 


Confeſſions. Credimus verim We believe (ſay they) the | Fo 
banc Eccleſiam atbere regi,ac | trie Church ought to be rus [Optic 
gubernari, ſpirituall i#4 po-j led with that ſpiritual policy [from 
Hitis, quam nos Dews ipſe s| 


which God hath taught vs | 
| _ 


(69) 
ww vo edocait 4, ita wt fi fm} in his: Word, to wie , thi 
aſteres as Miniftri,qui [there 'be in it Paſtors eo 
oe rs, mak Harken & S4- Eiger the Word purely, 
hereLraments adminifirent ;. ſint | Elders and Deacons to con- 
alt-Lruogue. Sentores & Diaconi, [Nirure the Eccleſiaſtical Se- 
ſence qui Eccleſia. Senatum confti-| nate, that by thele means; 
,ut his wveluti medics ve-| Religion may bepreſerved, 
14 Religioconſervari, Homi= | and manners corrected. And 
;n pt fque vitiis dediti "ohrpunrn ſo again, We believe where- 
vew-Per corripi & emendari poſ-| ever the Miniſters of God 
hoſe txt. T wnc enim rite & Ls i- | are placed, they A#{ have the 


tu 


e of | 


their pat? omnia finnt in Ecclefid,| ſame' equal Power and Au- 
er of Lim wvirt fideles , &f ji ad e- thority, as being Al equally. 
bei $# guberaationem deliguntur ns Miniſterso Chriſt, 


wxts Divi Pauli preſcrip- 
um, 1Tim.3-Confeſ.Belgic, Art.30. Ceterim whicunque 

orum ſunt verbi Del Miniftri, eandems atque equal es 
Ive Omanes habert tum Poteſtatem 27s Authoritarem, ut qui 
IN” (uns £que Omnes Chriſti anici itins anita 2: Epiſcap | 
ich [4 cepit & Eccleſia Miniftri. 


loakick | Harmony of theſe Confeflions, ſee how both Chur-,, - 
ce.in thele five points : | 

El Fir ; That there is inthe Word of God , anexa@ form of 

d a- dvernment ſet down; Dex in verb {0 ocderwic. 

all | Secondly, That this. form;of Government Chriſt eſtabhſhed 
tey [2 his Church; Feſrs (briftus in Ecclefpih ſancivits...". | 

(al Thirdly, Thathis form of Goverament isby Paſtors, Ride. 

Jay 149d Deacons. 

on | Fourthly, That the true Church of Chriſt ought to be thus go- 

s P verned; Verami Eccleſpam; debers regs.- 

0 Fifthly » That ajl-crac. Muir of the Golpel are-of eqyal-* 

7; [power and authority- +-, ; 

the | Forthereaſon be aſligns, why thoſe Churches ſhould make this... 

ru- [Option,we cannot enough admire that ſuch-a paſſage ſhould fall 

cy from his pen, as to.lay, There.is /ittle di ference we their apxa- 

us 

Ml 


ol, and our Epiſcepacy , [ave onely in perpetuity and lay-Elders ; for 
who knows not th bermeen theſe two there is a vaſt a difference. 
AS > 


| —_c "_ 

hints ——— ad art abſolute Menerch: fy I; 
the Modgrator ia GhvegA is not of a r Orger $0 116 Bro» 
chrea;.gor 2, hath-an Orgination Aenng om ! wu nor. 3, al- 
ſumes power of ſple Ordination or Juriſdidion ; nor hath he 4, 
maintenance for that Office above by eres ; hor 5, 4 Nega- 
rive voice in what ivagreed bythe reft ; no 6, any Far power 
chen any of his Brethred. $6 thar che diffetence between our Bi- 
ſhops and their Moderators is more then Zittle + Bur if it be fo 
_— wr ee wen 5 mow the _—_—_ and 
eAbrogationot Epiſcopacy will be wi difficulty, and o6ca- 
ſoon the leſs difturbaxces 


SECT. XV. 


PU there is another thing , wherein our Epiſcopacy differs from 
the Geneva oder atorſhiy ; belides the perpetuity ; and that is 
the excluſion of the Lay-Presbytery , which (if we may believe this 
Remenſtrant ) never till this age bad foeting in the Chriftiun Church. 
In which aſſertion, this-Kewonſffr axe concludes /o fully, with Bi- 
ſhop Halls Irrefregable Propoſetions, and his other Book of Epiſco- 
pacie by Divine -\ as if he had conſpired to ſwear to whatthe 
Biſhop had ſaid-, | 

*1Tim,$,1 Now, though we will not enter the Liſts with a man of that 
1 Cor. 12. 28, learning arid janet Biſhop Hall is,yet we dare tell this Rewon- 
Rom, 12, 8, fant, thatthis his aflertion hath no more truth init , chew the reſt 
* Unde & Sy- that we bave already noted. We will (to avoid proſixity) not urge 
nagega, © PO thoſe * three known Texts of Scriprtare,produced by ſome for the 
fea Eeclefie ., eftabliſhing of Governing Elders in the Church, wr yet vindice- 

quorum ſine " redbythe Adverſaries, =% LS (7997 | 
Conſilo nibil Nor will we trge that famous Textof” * Ambroſtin 1 Tim 5. 
agebatur in Ec- But if there were no Lay-Elders in the Church till this preſent 
6 ef4..240dqu4 ape, we would be glad to learn , whothey were of whom Origen 
Fs peeing " ſpeaks, when he tells us , it was the Cuftomte of Chriſtian Teach- 
"if ſortepe. rs; fitft eoextmine ſach-asdeſited to hearethem, of whom there 
forum dehdis, Were twoorders; the firſt were (atechwmens, or beginners; the othet 
aut magisſuper- Was of {uch as were more-perfe&iamong whom ivei re Tray- 
bia, dum ſoli ufpor pts 7) grx0mwiiy Tx's Blues 3 785 dywyas THY aporbyray, KC. 
Kor aliqnd NoanwHi prepoſiti ſunt qui in vitem & mores eernun qu5 admittuntur 
Þ mae Lib.z, 1niraxt ut qui tarpia committant e0s communi Ctts interdicant qui 
contre Collum. verb ab iſtic abberrent , ex animacomplexs , melidre/quatidie _ : 
"__ There 


% 
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T1 
There, are ſome ordained to inquire igto the life and manners 
of ſuch as are admitted- into the Church 
ſuch fromthe 
which placetells us plainly : 

Firſt, chat there were ſome in the higher forme of hearers (not 
Teachers) who were Cenſorer mearnm over the reſt. Secondly, that 
they were defigned or conſtituted to this work, 7seyulpree Third- 
ly, that theyhid fuch Authority intruſted into their hands,as that 

might interdi& ſuch as were ſcandalous from the publique 
Aſſemblies. We would gladly know, whether theſe were not, as 
* were, Lay - Eclder s ? 

That there were ſuch in the Church (diſtinguiſhed from others 
_ were called toteach ) appeares. Auguſtine writing to his 

arge,dire&ts his Epiſtle, Dileti/imic fratribus, Clere,Senioribus, 
& univerſe Plebi Eccleſia Hipponenſic: where firſt there is the ge- 
neral compellation, Fratribue, Brethren ; Then there is a diſtribuci- 
on of theſe Brethren into the Clergie,the Elders, and thewhole Peo- 
pk; fo that there were in that Church Elders diſtinguiſhed both 
from the Clergie, and the reſt of the People. 

So again, Contra Creſconium Grammaticum: Omnes v4; Epiſcops, 
Presbyteri, Diaconi, and Seniores ſcitis; Al you Biſhops, Elders, Dea- 
cons , and Elders do know. What were thoſe two ſorts of Elders 
there mentioned in one comma, aud ibidem cap: 56. Peregrinus 
Precbyter & Seniores Eccleſie Myſticane Regionis tale Þfeieriaw 
proſequuntur; where again we read of Elder aud Elders, Pretbyter, 
ard Seniors in one Church. | 

Both thoſe paſſages are upon record inthe publick a&ts, which 
are more fully ſer down by Baronize, e Lune 303. Num 15,16,17, 
As alſo by Albaſpinew, in his Edition of Opratms: in which As 
the Seniors are often mentioned. In that famous relacion of the 
purging of Cecilianxs and Felix, thereis a copie of a Letter; Fr4- 
tribus & filiu : Clero & Senieribus , Fratribus in Domino « ternans 
ſalmtem: Another Letter is mentioned a little before,Clericis & Se- 
niovibus Cithenſiumin Domino ternam Salutem.Thele Seniors were 
intereſſed in affaires concerning the Church'as being the men, 
by whoſe advice they were managed. 

The Letter of Parparins to Silvanus faith, Aabib:te conclericos, ©& 
ſeniores plebis, Eccleſraſticos Viras, & inquirant que ut iſte Diſſenſi- 
ones: ut eagune ſunt ſecundum fides Pre cepta fiant , Where we {ee the 
joynt power of theſe Seniors, with the Clergie in ordering Fa 

H liaſtical 
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h , chat they may baniſh _ 
lique Aſſembly,that perpetrate ſcandalous Adts; 


Epift.1 37: 


na ne ad eBeoanent «- -- _"Y at Te" di 
| . . (59 ba. Fr 
ſiaſtical affairs; that bytheir wiſdom and care peace might be ſet- 
led in the Church; for which cauſe, theſe Seniors are called Eccle- 
ſiaſtical men; and yet they are diſtinguiſhed from Clergie wen. 
They are mentioned again afterwards by Maximm, ſaying, 
Lequor nomixe SEN IO RU MH Popmli Chriſtiani. Greg Jag. di- 
ſtinguiſheth them alſo from the Clergie : T abe/larium cum conſen- 
ſu SENIO RUM & Cleri meminerss Ordinandam. 
eAug: Serm.  Thele Seniors had power to reprove offenders, otherwiſe why 
19. de Verb, Thould eAwuguſtine ay, Cum ob errorem aliquen 4 Senioribus argu- 
Dow. untyr, & imputatur alicui cur ebrixs furrit, cur res alienas prrvaſes 
rit , Cc. when they were by the Elders reproved for their er- 
rewrs, and drunkenneſs is laid to a mans charge , &c. So that ic 
was proper to the Seniors to have the cognizance of Delinqents, 
and to reprove them. 
|" "Anguſt.in Theſame Auguſtine in 7ſal.36. Neceſſe nos fhierat Primiani can- 
' Pſal.38. ſam, quem, &c- Seniorum literis ejuſdem Ecclefee poſt wfantibus andi- 
Conce 2: re. Being requeſted by Letters from the Seniors of that Church, 
it was needſul for me to hear the cauſe of Primian, &c. 

So again, Optatws,who mentioning a perſecution that did for a 
while ſcatter the Church, ſaith , Erant Eccleſie ex awyo & argents 
quam plurima Ornamenta, que nes defodere terre , nec ſecum portare 
poterat, quare fidelibus Senioribus commendavit eAlbaſpinens, that 
learned Antiquary, on that place acknowledges, that Beſides the 
C lergie there were certain of the Elders of the people, men of approved 

mY life, that did tend the affairs of the C kwrch, of Whons this place is to be 
underſtood. 

By all theſe teſtimonies it is apparent ; firſt, that in the ancient 
Church there were ſome called Seniors. Secondly, that theſe Se- 
#075 were not Clergie men. Thirdly , that they had a ſtroke in 
governing the Church,and managingthe affairs thereof. Fourthly, 
that Seniors were diſtinguiſhed from the reft of the people. 

Pap. 52 Neither wou/d we defire to chuſe any. uther. Tudges in thu whole 
TRE controverſie ; then whom himſelf conſtituted; Focreign Divines, 
caKing the general Suffrage and praftice of the Churches,and not 

of particular men, 

As for the learned Spanhemiue whom he produceth, though we 
give him the deſerved honour of a worthy man :: yet we think it 
too much to ſpeak of him,as iſ the judgment of the whole Churchof 
Geneva were incorporated into him , as this Remonſtrant doth. 
And for Spanhemius himſelfe, we may truly ſay, inthe place cited, 


: he 
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Macs 
he dilivered « complement, rather then his judgement, wich t= 7. 
Gcaterie Epiſtles is not unuſuall. We know that reverend Caivins 
and learned Beza have faid as much upon occafion intheir Epi- 
ſtles, and yerthe Chriſtian world knowes their Judgement wasto 
the contrary - 

Lictle reaſon therefore hath this Remonſtrant, to declaime a- 
Sainſt all ſuch as ſpeake againſt this Government as uulawfull, 
with the termes of Ignorance and (| pieful SeRtaries, becauſe they call 
the Government unlawfull: had they proceeded further to call ir 
Antichriftian , ( which he charges upogthem ) they had ſaid no 
more, then what our cares have heard ſome of their principal A- 
gents, their Legari a Latere ſpeake publikely in their viſitations: 
7 bat bowever the (hurch of England be as ſound, and Orthodex in ber 
Detlrine as any Church in the World, yet in owr Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment we are the ſame with the Church of Rome , which amounts to 
as Much as to ſay the Government xs Antichriſtian , unleſs they will 
lay, the Government of Rowe is not ſo , nor the Pope Anti- 


OS... 4a 


 chaiſt, 


| SECT. XVI 
Ow our Remonſtrant begins to leave his diſpute for the Office, 
and flowes into the large praiſes of the Perſons , and whar is 
wanting in his Argawents for the Place, thinks to make up in his 
Excomiaſticks of the Perſons, that have poſleſt chat place in'the 
Church of Goa: and tells us, that the Religions Biſhops of all times 
are and have been they that have ftrongly npheld the trmth of God «- 
gainſt Satan and bis Antichriſt. It is well he ſets this crown only 


upon the heads of Ke/igiows Biſhops, as knowing that there are Page 34- 


and have been ſome /rreligions ones, that have as ſtrongly upheld 
Satan and his Antichriſt againſt the truth of God. But the Religious 
Biſhops are they that have all times upheld the truth. What ? they ? 
and onely they ? did never any uphold the truth, but a Religious 
Biſoop ? did never any Religious Afinjfter or Profeſſowr preach, or 
write, or die, to uphold the truth, but a Xeligious Biſhop? 1f lo, 
then there is ſome perſwaſive ſtrength in that he faith; and a 
credulous man might be induced to think, if Biſbops go down, trath 
will go down to2:But if we can produce for ene Biſhop many others that 


| have been valiant for the truth, this Rhethoricall infinuation wiil 


contribute no great help to their eſtabliſhment. Nor indeed any at 
H 2- all; uolefle 


Pag-33 
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; (58). 
Pay. 5: unlefle he were able to niake this good of owr times,a5 Well av af alt 
* We m3} 72" orhers, which be afaies; for ſaith he, Even amonyit oay ewn hew mas- 
Me of the revercnd & learned Fathers of the Church mw living, have 
have done ſpent thir ſpirits, & worne ont their lives in the powerfmlt oppoſition of 
more, Remem- that man of ſi» * how many? I Sir , we would fain know how 
bring what many: that there are /eme that have ſtogd up to beare witneſſex- 
arimu was inſt that Har of jn,we echnomiecgameith all due reſpe&,co the 
one to lays 1 earning. and worth of their Perſons. But that their Epiſcopall 
his friend Sy[- in - . op 
tive , Nequz. dignity bath added either any ſlawe to their zeal, or any Nerves to 
yam fibi in their ability, we cannot believe, nor can we think they would have 
E pifcopaiueam doneleſſe in that cauſe, though they had beene no Biſhops. 
@rutam Gr4- But whatif this bs true of ſome (my mny oe ; wit 
law ſuppetiſe, [rue of all? are there not ſome that havg ſpent theirſpirics: m'che 


uim Pins ſe 


wiſet. Sulpitizs and are there none bu Zealows, Religions Prelaterinthe Kingdom? 
Seem Dial.2+ are there none-upom whon the guilt of that may meritorionſly be charged, 
FPag- 35- mhichothers have convixcingly and meritorienſly oppoſed * And ate 
| there not ſome Biſhops in the Kingdoms, ghas are ſo far from op- 
poling the Mar of ſin, thateven this Reynuſtrant is in danger of 
ſuftering under the name of Pwritas for daring to call him by that 
name? we doubt not but this Remworftranmt knowes thete are. 
Mag. 35s Bnt if he will againſt the light of his ewn Conſcience, brave np 4 
known errour ont of private reſpe#s, ( we will not ſay theſe paper1 ) bat 
| ht own Conſcience , ſhall one day be aw evidenct ag ainft bins before the 
| dreadfull Tribunal of the Almighty. 
Dg.2g: Bur there is yet a ſecond thing that ſhould endeare Epiſcopacie, 
J and that is the careful , peaceable , painſull , cnſrionable manuaging of 
their Charger; to the great glory of God, and the comfort of his faithful 
people. W 
Lena This care, conſcience,.paines of our Biſhops, is exerciſed 
and evidenced.cither intheir Preaching,or in their Ruling;forcheir 
Preaching, it is true , ſome few there are that Labexr in the Word 
| and Dottrine; whole perſons in that reſpe& we Howenr: but the 
| moſt are ſo far from Preaching, that they rather diſcountenance, 
diſcourage, oppole, blaſpheme Preaching. 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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ruling, their entruſting their (baxce/ors, and other Officers with 


was 4 Preaching (,oxcomb. As for the diſcharge of their office of 
| their viſitations, and Courts (as ordinarily they do , whilesthem- 


abaiſſe memi- *pp*ſition of Chriſt , as others have in the bppoſition of Antichriſt? + 


ich( in not ſeeming to urge) he urgerh tothe full and. 


It wasa Now-preaching Biſbog,that ſid of a Preaching Biſhop, He 


ſelves attend thz Court ) doth atundantly witneſſe their care in it-- 
w The- 


OH 4 T_T, 4 $9 RA oo 


| (59) ; 
The many and loud cries 6f the int6lefablt pprefiont and tray 
nec of their Coprt-proetedings; withelſe'; iris ; thei 
unjuſt fees;exaFions,conirhutatiohs; witneſle their conſcionablentſſe 
in managing their Charges , ts the great glory of Ged,, and the camper 
oſhuforbfel pple. ET TIN 
And hence it is that f6 many at this day hear ill; ( how deſer- ; ORIG? 
vedly,ſaich this Kemonſtrant, God knows;) and do not your Ho.. © $550" 
nours know. , and doth-not this Rewibnfreve know? and doth not 
alf the Nation der will know any thing) know how deſervedly 
Some, nay, Meft, niy, All the Biſvops of this Nation hear ill, were it 
but onely for the late Canons and Oath? But why ſbonld the fanlts £4g-36- 
of /amie, diff uſe the blame to all? Why? by your owne. argument, that 
would extend the deſerts of ſame ,to the patronage f Alt; and if it be 
1 fank in the imprtnons and wndiſting niſping Vs gar, ſo to involve all, 
4 to maks Innocycy it ſelf a fin ; what is itina Man able to diftin- 
pſt by the ſame implication, to ſhrowd fiune winder [nnccenciethe 
n of many-untler the ſznecency of a few? | | 
'But have our Bi Sr inde beene 0 careful, painfull , conſcion- Pag,:”: 
le, in managing their Charges? how, isit then that there are ſuch 
mifald ſcandals of the infericur Clergy P 


7x preſented to your Honenrs 
jew , which he cannot mention without a bleeding heart; and yet 
puld-finde in his be##2.( if he knew how )) to excuſe them ? and. 
hough he confeſfe theng to be the ſhame 4nd miſery of onr C harch,. 
yet is he not aſhamed to plead their caviſe at your Honours 
BAREKE , Onnphrisrlike-, that was the Advocate of etery bad 

»/e;and to excite you by Conftanrives example ( in a different 

uſe alleadged ) if not to ſuffer thoſe Crimes, which bimſelfe 
alls hatefull, to paſſe pnpuniſhed, yer-not to bring therh'to'thac 

» and publique fatt s they have deſerved- 

But whas, if-piotis Gonfaxtine( in his tender care to prevent the 
diviſions that the emulationof the Biſhops of rhat age, enraged » 
ith a ſpirit ofenvie and faRtioh, were kindling in the Church, leſt 
; that meanes the Chriſtian Faith ſhould be derided among the 
thens ) did ſuppreſſe their mutuall accuſations,many of which 
ight be but upon ſurmiſes; and that-not i» 4 Comrt of Faffice, buc 
an Eeclefiefticall Synidez ſhall this be urged before the dighelt | 
mrt of 7 uſtice upon earth, to the patronizing of Nutorjen: ſcandals, 

ery enormitirs chat are already proved by evidence of cleare 
tneſle ? 
But-vb forbid it to tell it in Gath, & 7. What, the'fin ? alas, _ is Pag-37% 
one- 
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done already ; Do we not know, the drukenneſle , profaneneſſe_ 
ſuperſtition, Poprſhneſle of the Engliſh Clergie rings at Rome al» 
ready? yes undoubtedly; and there is no way to vindicate the Ho- | 5. 
nour of our N tics, Miniſtery, Parliaments, Sovereigne, Religion, | |, 
God;but by cauſing the puniſhmentto ring as farreas the fin hath F 
done; that our adverſariesthat have triumphed in their fin, may} 

be confounded at their puniſhments. Do not your Henoxrs know, 
that the plaiſtring or palliating of theſe rotten members, will bea' © 
greater diſhonour to the Nation and Church , then their cutting” Q 
de 
no 


off, aud that the perſonall ats of theſe ſonnes of Belial, being con- 
nived at, become Nationall ſins? 

But for this one fa& of {o»fantine, we humbly crave your He- | 
worrrs leave to preſent to your wiſdome three Texts of Scripture, Te 
Ezth, 44-12-13. Becanſe they miniſtred wnto them before their Idols, os 
and cauſed the houſe of 1ſrael to fall into iniquity , therefore have T lift 
up my band unto them, ſaith the Lord, andthey fall beare their iniquity. ry 
And they ſhall not come neere nntome', to do the Office of 4 Prief unto 
me, nor to come neere unto any of mine holy things in the moſt boly place, Pa 


CFC 

The ſecond is Ferem.48.10. Curſed be he that deth the work. of th} © 
Lord negligently:'and the third is, /ndges 6.31. He that will plead for 
Baal, let him be put to death while it is yet morning. We have no more n 
to ſay in this; whether it be beſt to walk after the Preſident of Ian, Cy 
or the Preſcript of God, your Hmnezrs can eaſily judge. 


SE CT. XVIL. hs 


Bur ſtay, ſaith this Rewonſtrant ; and indeed he might well bave _ 
ſtayedand ſpared the labour of his enfaing diſcourſe, about the 
Church of England, the Prelaticall and the Avtiprelaticall Church: 
but theſe E iCopall Men deale as the Papiſts that dazle the eye 
and aſtoniſh the ſenſes of poor people, with the glorious name c F 
ata; the Church,the Church;The holy Mother the Church. This is the Gor - 
Me g's th on: head,as Door*white ſaith,that hath inchanted them, & held 
Book called, fem in bondage to thetr Errors: All their ſpeech is of theChure Ci 
The way totbe the Church; no mention of the Scriptures, of Ged the F ather; but dl þ; 
True Church. of the 2other the C hurch. Much like as they write of certain «£ M 
Selinus. thiopians, that by reaſon they uſe no marriage , but promiſcuoully 
company together , the children only follow the Mother; the F hi 
cher and his name is in no requeſt, but the mother hath all there} * 
} putatiot 
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putation. $o is it with the Author of this Rewonfravce, he ſiiles 
himſelf, « Datifull ſon of the Charch. And it hath begne a Cu- 
ſtome of late times to cry upthe holy' Aerher the Churob of Eng- 
land, to call for abſolute obedience to holy (%mrch; fall conformity 
to the orders of holy Church ; NegleQing in the meane time God 
the Father, and the holy Scripture. 

But if we ſhould now demand of them,what they meane by the 
Church of England?*chis Author ſeemesto be thunder-ſtricken at this 
Queſtion; and calls the very 2ueftion , 4 new Divinity; where he 
deales like ſuch as hoiding great revenues by unjuſt Titles, will 
not ſuffer their Titles to be called in Queſtion, 

For it is apparent, Ac ſi ſol aribus radius deſcriptums ofſet (to ule 
Tertullians phraſe)that the word Churchisan Equivecell word,and 
hath as many ſeverall acceptions as letters; and that Dolxs /atet in 
wniverſalibus. And that by the Church of Exgland; firſt by ſome 0 
theſe men is meant onely the B/bops;or rather the two Archbifbeps; 
or more properly the Archb;ftyp of (anterbury : Juſt as the 7eſwited 
Papiſts reſolve the Church and all the glorious Titles of it into the 
Pope ;. ſo do theſe intothe Archbiep,or at fulleſt, Mey underſtand 
it of the Biſhops and their party met in Convocation; as the more inge- 
nuous of the Papiſts make the Pope and bu Cardinals to be their 
Church: thus excluding all the (brift5an people and Prerbyters of the 
Kingdowe ; as not worthy to be reckoned in the gumber of the 
Char ch, # 

And which is more ſtrange , this Author in his Simplicity ( a5 
ke truly ſaith ) never heard, nor thought of any more Churches of Eng- 


fand then ont; and what then ſhall become of his Dzoce/«n Churches, ' 


and Dvoceſar Biſhops? And what ſhall we think of Eng/and, when 


'it was an Heptarchy? had it not then ſeven Churches, when ſeven 


Kings ? Or if the Bownds of 4 Kingaome mult conſtitute the Limits 
and Bounds of 4 ( hurch,why are not England, Scutland, and Ireland, 
all one Church ? when they are happily united under one gracious 
Monarch , into one Kingdom? -We read: in Scripture; of the 
Churches of 7c, and the Churches of Galatia; and why not the 
Churches of England? notthat we denie the Conſociation Or Com 
bination of Churches. into- a Provinciall or Nationall Synod for 
the righc ordering of them. But chat there ſhould be no Charch 
iu Englend,but a National Charch: this is that. which this Amthor in 


bis pwplicity affirmes, of which the very rehearfail is a refuta- 


tion. 
SA; 
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T Here are yet two things with which this Remoyſfraxce fhuts up 
it ſelf, which muſt not be paſt without our Obelisks. | 

Firſt, he ſcoffs at the 4ntiprelatical C buych,” and the Antiprela- 
tical Diviſions ; for our parts, we acknowledge no Untiprejatical 
Charch. But there are a'company of men in fhe Kngdow » of no 
mean rank, or quality , for Picty, Nobility, Learning, that ſtand up 
to bear witneſs againſt the Hierarcbie (as it now ſtands:) their u- 
ſurpations over Gods Church and Miniſters , their cruel uſing of 
Gods people by their tyrannical government : this we acknow- 
ledge; and if he call theſe the eFuriprelatical Church , we doubr 
not but your Honours will conſider , that there" are many thou- 
ſandsin this Kingdom, and thoſe pious and worthy perſons, that 
thus do, and upon moſt juſt cauſe. 

It was a ſpeech of Eraſmus of Luther, Ut quiſque vir eſt optimus, 
#4 illins Scriptis minime offends ; The better any man was, the leſs 
offence he tookat Lathers Writings : but we may ſay the contra- 
ry of the Prelalts,#t qu5/que wire optmus ita illerum fattis magis 
vfend;;T he better any manis,the more heis offended at their dea- 
l:ngs. And all chat can be objeRed againſt this party, will be like 
that in Tertnlian. Benn vir CajniStjus, ſed malns tantum quia An- 
tiprelaticus. But he upbraids us with our Diviſons & Subdiviſiens, 
ſo do the P:piſts upbraid the Proteſtants with their Lutheran;/me, 
Calvin;/me, and Zuinglianiſme. And this is that the Heathens ob- 
xcecd ro the Chriſtians, their FraRures were ſo many, they knew 
Not which Religion to chuſe if they ſhould turn Chriſtians : And 
can it be expeQed that the Church in any age ſhould be free from 
Diviſions, when the times of the Apoſtles were not free ? and the 
Apoſtle tells us, /t waſt needs be that there be diviſions : in Greg-Naz. 
dayes there were 600 Errours inthe Church ; do theſe any wayes 
derogate from the truth and worth of Chriſtian Religion ? 

But as for the Diviſions of the Antiprelatical party, ſo odiouſly 
exaggerated by this Remonſtrant: Let us aſſure your Honours, 
they have been much fomented by the Prelates, whole practice 
hath been according to that rule of CMackiavil: Divide & {me 
pera,and they have madetheſe diviſions, & afterwards complain'd 
of that which their Tyranny and Policy hath made. It is no won- 
der, conſidering the paths our Prelates have trod , that there are \ 
Diviſions in the Nation. The wonder is our diviſions are no more, 


yo 
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no greater ; and we doubt not but if they were of that gracious: 
ſpirit, and ſo intirely affeRed eo the peac e of the Church as Greg, 
Naz. was, they would ſay as he did ia the tumults of the people, 
Hite nos in mare, & non erit tempeſt as ; rather then they would hin- 
der that ſweet" ( ancordence, ras 5 conſpiration of minde unto a Go- 
vernment that ſhall be every way agreeable to the rule of Gods 
wo , and profitable for the edification and flouriſhing of the 
archs ; ; 

A ſecond thing we cannot but take notice of, is the pains this 
Author takes to advance his Prelaticall Church: and forgetting what 
he had ſaid in the beginning: thet this party was ſo nwmerons,it could 
not be ſummed; tells us now, rheſe ſeveral thouſands are nally 
calculated. But we doubt not but your Honours will confider chat 
there may be mw{ti homines, & pavci viri; and tharthere are more a- 
gainſt them then for them. = | | 

And whereas they pretend , that they differ from us onely in a 
Ceremony or an Organ-pipe, (which however is nocontemptible 
difference) yet it will appeare that onr differences are in point of 8 
ſuperiour Alloy. Though this Remonſtrant braves it in his multi- 
plied Queries. bet are 
the prefeſſonrs and. Religion? what graunds of faith? what new Cree 
do __ differenc from their Neighbours ? what Scriptures ? 
what Baptiſme? what meanes of Salvation orher then the reſt? yer 
if he pleaſed he might have ſilenced his owne Queries : but if he 
will needs put usto the anſwer, we will reſolve them one by one : 

Firft, if he ark what are the bounds of this Church >we anſwer 
him out of the ſixt oftheir late founded Canons:where we finde the 
limits of this Prelacical Churchy extend as farre as from the high & 
lofty Promontory of Archbiſhops, to the Terra incognite of an, c. 

Ifwhat Diftinition of profeſſors and Religion; we aniwer;their wor- 
ſhipping cowards the Eaſt, and bowing towards the Altar proſtra- 
ting themſelves in their approches into Churches, placing all.Reli- 

100 in outward formalities, are viſible differences of theſe profeſ- 
ours and their Religion 

If what new (reed they have, or what grounds of Faith differing 
from their Neighbours ? we anſwer , Epiſcopacy' by divine right is 
the firſt Article of their Creed;Abſolute and blinde obedience to all 
the Commandements of the Church (thatis, the Biſhop and his 


Emiſfaries) eleQion upon faith foreſeen, the influence of works in- 


to 7uftification, falling from grace, &c- 
jp If what So dtevtne caſitr.ohe Apocrypha and unwritten Tra» 

itions. 
" yp -: EW | 
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If whs. Badtiſes ? a; Baptiſm of abſolute Neceſſicy unto ſalvation; 
an 1 yet. ualufficient unto, ſalvation: as not ſealing grace to the ta» 
king away of fiane after Baptiſme. 

[what Euchariſt? an Enchatiſt that muſt be adminiſtred upon an 
Alcar or a Table ſet Altar-wiſe,railed in an Euchariſt,in which there 
is ſuch a preſence of Chriſt, (though ſodam neſciunt ) as makes the 
place of irs Adminiſtration the chroxe of God, the place of the Reſ;- 
dence of the Almighty ; and impreſtcth ſuch a holineſſe upon it as 
m4 kes it not only. capable, but worthy of Adoration. 

1[f what Chriſt? a Chriſt who hath givea the ſame power of abſo- 
{utcon to a Prieſt that himſelfe hath, 

If what Heaven? a Heaven that hath a broad way leading thither, 
and is receptive of Drunkards, Swearers, Adulterers, &c. ſuch a 
heaven as we may ſay of it, as the Indians ſaid of che heaven ofthe 
Spaniards: Unto that heaven which ſome of the Prelaticall Church li- 
virg and dying in their ſcandalous ſinnes, and hatefull enormities 
99 tv, let our ſoules never enter. 

If what meanes of Salvation? we anſwer, confeſſion of ſinnes to a 


Prieſt, as the molt abſolute, undoubted, neceſlary, infallible meanes 
of Salvation. 

Farre be it (| to ſay with this Remwanſtrant, We do fully. a- 
greeinall theſe anc all other Doctrinall, and praQicall points of 


Religion,and preacl one and the ſame ſaving truths. Nay, we muſt 


rather ſay as that holy Martyr did, We thank,Ged we are none of you. , 


Nor do we becauſe of this diſlenfion feare the cenſure of un- 
charitableneſs from any but uncharicable men But it isno unuſuall 
thing with the Prelates and their parcy,to charge ſuch as proteſt a- 
gainſt their corrupt opinions and wayes,with uncharitableneſſe and 
Schiſme, as the Papiſts dothe Proteſtants: and as the proteſtants 
do jultly recriminate , and charge that Schiſme upon the Papiſts, 
which they obje&tco us;So may we upon the Prelates: And if Au- 
fin may be judge, the Prelates are more Sehiſmaticks then we. O«;- 
cunque (faith he) invident bonts, ut qQuarant occaſiones excludenii tos, 
aut degradand;, vel crimina [na fic defendere parati ſunt ( 5 objefla vel 
prodita fmerint ) at etiams conventiculorum congregationes vel Eccleſie 
perturbationes cogittnt excitare, jam /chiſmatici ſunt, Wholoever en- 
vie thoſe: that are, good, andeeke occaſions to exclude and de- 
grade them,and are ſo ready to defend their faults, that rather then 
they will leave them, they will deviſe how to raiſe up troubles in 
che Church,and drive men into gonventigles and corners, they are 
the Schiſmaticks. E 
And thatall che world may take notice what juſt cauſe we have 
0 
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tocomplain of Epiſcopacie,ayit now ſang, | we bum bly crave ſons 
ro propound thele,Zweries, : _.. 

Dmeries about E, piſcepacie, 
Wants: it be tolerable in a Chriſtian Church, that Lord Bi- 

ſhops ſhould be held to be 7-re Diviso; And yerthe Lords 
day.by the ſome men to.be but 7a rg: ? And that the ſame 
perfons ſhould, cry up Altars in ead of Communien-T ables, and 
Prieſts in ſtead of Minifters, and yet not {adaize, when they will 
not ſuffer the Lords Day to be called che Sabbarh-day, for feare of 
mag *Whereas the word Sabbath is a generall word, ſignifying 

freſt which is commonas well co the Chriſtian Sabbath, as 
to yer Sabbath, and. was alſo wie by. the Anciens', Ruffin 
in Pſal.q7.Origen. Hom, 2.3.in Num. Gregory Naziav. 

Whether that aſſertion, No Bi on King;and no Ceremonie, 
no Biſhop; be not very prejudicial to- Kingly Authority ? For it 
ſeemes to imply, that the Civill power depends upon the Spiritual, 
and:is ſupported by Ceremonies and Bi 

Whether ſecing it hath beea proved, , that, Biſhops (as they are 
novv aſſerted) are a meere humane Ordinance, it may not by the 
ſame Authority be abrogated, by vyhich-it vyas firſt eſtabliſhed; 
eſpecially, conſidering the long EI the hurt they have 
done to. Church and.State; P the 

Whether the advanci 5 Dibidins ; doth 
not make'it $ thing fimp Io *fall Ky to that Govern- 
ment ?Becauſe that many con eh, | thathave hitherto con- 
formed to Ceremonies and, Epiſcopacy, have done it upon this 
ground, as weft mel Fity did Ag ke them matters of 
vvorſhjp, but of, : argc thus hey” ſatisfied 
their confciences in atvyecing thoſe Tons, #9 Ao $2-20,21, 22. Math. 
1 5-9. But navy ſince; Epilc » comes to: be challenged-as'n' Dl. 
vine Ordinance; hoy ſhall vve be reſponſible to thoſe Texts ? And 
is it not, 8sit is novy aſlerted ; Jernrph Woll, and like the Bra- 


zen Serpent t@ be prone tf evvder 
Whether there be apy &18erence in inch bo pin nt of Eptiebpach 'be- 
tweene fav D5viewmand- {us Apoft aufe we fidde tome 


claiming their ſtandiog by, #s rt hero Fs A; vſtolicum. 
But we conceive that f«s Apeſiolicum properly taken, is all one with 
{us Divinum:, For 7 us Tyr gf is Apis : Veto [s founded 
upon che Acts and Epiltles of by them ſo as 
20 be a.perpetual! Rule for el RE n Crecio bfthe 
Church.,as this Author ſaich,Pag-2 9, AY od FR; 87as Divi, 
as well as po ftolicnm;Burif by ug Apo, Uicww they a eat ingeo 

| I 2 periy 
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perly (as ſome do) ſuch things which are not recorded in the Wri- 
ting3 of the Apoſtles, but introduced, the Apoſtles being living, 
they cannot be rightly (aid to be 7ave Apoſtolice , nor ſuch things 
which the Apoſtles did intend che Churches ſhould be bound unto, 
Neitheris Epiſcopacie as it imports a ſaperioritie of power over a 
Presbyrer, no not in this ſenſe 7ure Apoſtelice, as hath beene already 
proved, and mighrfurther be maniteſted by divers Teſtimonies, 
if need did require, We wilt only inſtance in Caſſavder a man famous 
for his immoderate moderation in controvertedPoints of Religion, 
who in his Conſu/rat. Articsl.14- hath this ſaying, An Epiſcopatue 


inter ordines Ecclefiaſticor ponendus fit , inter T 07 & (artinift as- 


nou convenit? Convenit antem inter ones, Apoftolirum 4tate inter Pre(-- 


byternum & Epiſcopum nullum diſcrimen fuiſſe, &c. / 
Wether the diftinion of Bezs ,, between — Divinus, 


Humanus, & Diabolicus, be'not worthy your ours conſiderati-- 


on? By the Divine Biſhop, he meanes the Biſhop as he is taken'in 
Scripture, which is oneand the ſame with a Presbyter. By the hu- 
mane Biſhop he meanes the Biſhopchoſen by the Presbyrers to be 
Preſident over them,and to rule with them by fixed Lawes and Ca- 
nons. By the Diabolical Biſhop , he means a Biſhop with ſole pow-- 
er of Ordination and Juriſdition, Lording it over Gods heritage, 
and governing by his owne will and authority, Which pats us in 
minde of the Painter that Eimned two pictures to the- ſame pro- 


portion and figure ; The one he referved in ſecret, the other he ex« 


poſed to common view. And as the phanſie of beholders led-them 
co cenſure any line or proportion, as not done to the life, he mends 
it after dire&ion : If any fault be found with the eye, hand, foot,&c. 
He corre&s it, till at laſtthe-addition of every maris fancy hid de- 
faced the firſt figure, and made that which was the*PiQure of a 
"man, ſwell into a monſter: Then bringing forth this and his other 
PiRure which hee had reſerved, he ao both to the people. 
And they abhorring the former,and applanding the latter,be cried, 
Hune pepaln: fecit ; This deformed one the People made: This 
lovely one I made. As the Painter of his Painting, ſo (in Brz.s's 
ſenſe) it may beſaid of Biſhops, God at firſt inſticured Biſhops,ſfuch 
25 are all one with Presb - and ſuch are amiable , honourable 
in all fone 1g * od. i when men wm bor —_— > 
Gods inſtitutien, what power, pr inence, Juriſdiction, Lord- 
linefs their phanſic unto them, this divine Biſhop loſt his 
Original beauty, and became to be Hamenrs. And mcomtuſion 
(bytheſe and other aditions ſwelling ifito a Pope) Diabolicws. 

Whether che Ancienc-Fathers, When they call. Prrer Marks, 


James,.. 
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James, Timothy, and Titus Biſhops, did not ſpeak according c 
Language of the times wherein they lived, rather then according to 
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the true acception ofthe word Biſhop ? and whether it be not true 
which is here ſaid in this Book, that they are called Biſhops of e-L- 
lexandria, Epheſus, Hiernſal:w,c&c. ina very improper ſenſs,becauſe 
they abode at choſe places a longer time-then at other places? For 
ſure it is,if Chriſt made Peter and 7ames Apoſtles (which are Biſhops 
over the whole world) and the Apoſtles made Marke, T imothy and 
Tirw Evangeliſts , &c.it ſeemes tous that it would have been a 


great ſin in- them to limit chemſelves to one particular Dioceſle, . 


and to leave that calling in which Chriſt had placed them. 
Whether Presbyters in Scripture are called myonyuuarer & wpwrrdpuare, 
and that it is an office,required at their hands,torule and to govern, 
as hath bin proved in this Book;The Biſhops can withont ſin arro- 
gate the exerciſe of this power to themſelves alone ,-and why 
may not with the ſame lawfulneſs, impropriate to themſelves alone 
theKeyof DoRrine(which yet notwithſtandingal would condemn) 
as well as the Key of Diſcipline, ſeeing that the whole power of the 
Keys is given to Pre#byters in Scripture as well as to Biſhops;asap- 
pears, 44t-16.19. where the power of the Keys is promiſed to Peter, 
inthe name of the reſt of the Apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors; & given 
to all the Apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, 3/ar. 18.19. Fobx.2002 3. 
And that Presbyters ſucceed the Apoſtles, appears not onely, 4 at. 
28. 20. but alſo, 45-20. 28. where the Apoſtle ready to leave the 
Church of «s commends the care of ruling and feeding ir to 
the Elders of that Church., To this /renex; witneſleth, 1;b 4 cp.43- 
44-This Biſhop Jewel againſt Harding , Artic.4.Seft. 5,6. faith,thar 
all Paſtors have equal! power of binding and looſing with Feter. 
Whether ſince that Biſhops aſſume to themſelves power temp0- 
rall (to be Barons,and to fit in Pecliament, as Judges, and in Court 
of Star-Chamber, High Commiſſion, and other Courts of Juſtice) 
and alſo power ſpirituall over Miniſters and People, to ordain , fi- 
leace, ſuſpend,deprive,excommunicate, &c. their ſpiritual power be 


not as dangerous (though both be dangerous) and as much to be | 


oppoſed astheir temporal ? . 1 Becauſe the ſpiritual is over our con- 


ſciences, the temporal, but over our purſes. 2 Becauſe the ſpiritual 


have more influence into Gods Ordioances to defile them;then the 


temporal. 3 Becauſe ſpiritual judgementrand evils are greater then - 


other. 4 Becauſe the Pope was Antichriſt, before he did aſſume a- 


' nytemporal power. 5 Becauſe the Spiritual is more inward andleſle 
diſcerned: and therefore it concerns all thoſe thathave Spiritual - 


eyes,and deſire to worſhiy God in ſpirit and erutbto conſider, and - 


endeavour? 
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enTU4vdur'th' #brogute their Spiritual uſmpatiers as well as theis 
Temp oral. ; | ; BY 1 

Whether crins be juſtly branded by Epiphanin: and Anſtin for a 


70 | 
Hereticke (as ſome report) for affirming Biſhops, and Presbyters to 
be of an equal power? | | 
F \E,t0b axivs Wee ſay, as ſome report, for the truth is, he ischarged with he-. 


ſaich he did, refie meerly and onely becauſe he was an Arriar. As for his Opini- 
Arrium ipſum gg of the parity of a Presbyter with a Bifhop ; this indeed is called: 
cy wn by Anſtin, proprimm dogma Aeris, the proper Opinion of Aerivs. And 
= | K "1. by Epiphaniss itis called Dogma ſurioſum 8& ftolidum,a mad and fool- 
4:ianorum iſh opunion , but not an hereſle neither by the one nor the other. 
bere(in lapſum. But ler us ſuppoſe (as is commonly thought)that he was accounted 


Epiphan. accu- gn Heretick for this opinion : yet notwithſtanding, that this was 


cauſe he ſaid 
thar ſuperſti- 


tum preces d. 


but the private opinion of Epiphaniar, and borrowed out of him by 
Auſtin,and an opinionnort to beallowed, appeares: 

Firſt, becauſe the ſame Authors condemne Aeriss, as much for 
reprehending and cenfuring the mentioning of the dead in the pub- 
eis quicxb:ic lique prayers, and the performing of good works for the benefit of 
vita diſciſſe the dead. And alſo for the reprehending fats jejnnia, and the keep- 
; _ —_ i ing of the week before Eaſter as a ſolemne Faft; which ifworthy of 
1r1ins becauſe condemnation, would bring in moſt of the reformed Churches in- 
he ſaid, Non G- to the cenſure of Hereſie. . | #0 \ 
cet orare , vel Seandly, becauſe not onely Saint Hierome, but eAuftin himeſ]F, 
ofjerce promor- $egulins, Primaſins,(, hryſoſtome, Theodoret , Orccumenin:, T heophilatt, 
?u1s oblationm. ere of the ſame opinion with Aerins (as Michael 1eaing obſerves 


inthe Council of Trext,and Eath writen, L5b.1. de ſacr.bom.origine. } | | 


and yet none of theſe deſerving the name of Fools, much leſfſe to 
be branded for Hereticks. * © "is IV; 
Thirdly, becauſe no Councell did ever condemne this for Here- 
ſie; but on the contrary, Contilium Aquiſyraxenſ.ſub Lindovico Tio 
Imp. 1.40 8$16.hath approved it for true Divinity ouc of the Scri- 


oohirakere Fe” eure,That Biſhopsand Presbytersareequal, bringing the ſame texts 


ad Cam- 
fron pron X ns that Aeris: doth, and which Epiphaniss, indeed undertakes to an- 
bach theſe ſwer; but how ſlightly let any indifferent Reader judge. | 
words: Il 


Whether the great Apoſtafie of the Church of Kowve bath not 
Acrium Epipha- been, in ſwecving from the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as from the 
ni & ug%- doctrine? For ſo it ſeems by that text, 2.7 beſ.2.4, And alſo,Revel. 
pins mberctt- 18,7 and divers others. And if fo, then it much concernes all thoſe 
& pr«ter eos {batdelire the purity of the Church , to conſider-, how imeere 'the 
antiquipauci, Diſcipline of the Church of England. borders upon'Antichrift ; 
£&t fs Presby- 

Terum Z1iſcgpo equare ſit bereticum,nibi! Catholicum ſe poteſt, (un Aerio Hicronymns de Pyeſ- 
byters oprnin? ſenſit 1ds enim jure divino Epiſcopys equales eſſe tatuit, 
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| 69) | 
le, while they endeavour to keep out Antichriſt from'entring by 
the door of do&rine, they ſhould ſuffer him, ſecretly to.creep inby 
' | rhe door of Diſcipline, eſpecially conſidering, what js here ſaid in 

'a | this Booke, That by their own confeſfion the Diſcipline of the Church 
0 | of England is the (ame with the Church of Rome. ' 

| Whether Epiſcopacie be not made a place of Dog ether then 12 
2-- | Duty, and deſired onely for the great revenues of the place? And 
|= | whether, if the largeneſſe of their revenues were taken away, Bi- 
d- | ſhops would not decline the great burthen and charge of ſoules 
d | neceſſarily annexed to their places, as much as the aricient Biſhops 
-, | did, who hid themſelves, that they mightnot be made Biſhops and 
's | cut off their cares, rather then they would be made Biſhops : 
d | whereas now Biſhops cut offthe cares of thoſe that ſpeak againſt 
s | cheir Biſkopricks? , 
Y | | Howitcomes to paſs; thatin Fxy/and there is ſuch increaſe of 13 
Popery, Superſtition, Arminianiſm, and prophaneneſs, more then 
T | in-brher Reformed Churches > Doth not the root of theſe Diſor- 
© | ders proceed from the Biſhops and their adherents, being forced to 
f Id correſpondencie with' Rewe,to-uphold their greatneſs, and their 
g urts aud Canons,wherein they ſymbolize with Rowe ? And.whe- 
f | ther it be ot to be feared, that they willrather conſenrto the bring- 
* | infgin of Popery, for the upholding of their dignitics;, then parc 
with their dignities for the upholding of Religion ? 
- -Why ſhould Engievd that 'is one of the: chiefeſt King- 14+ 
domes in Zureze., that ſeparates from Antichriſt , maintain 
and defend a Diſcipline different from all other Reforched Church- 
es, which ſtand-in the like Separation ?. And whether the conti- 
noancein this Diſcipline will not at laſt bripg us to communion 
with Rowe, from which we are ſeparated , and to ſeparation from 
the other Reformed Churches, umo which we are united? 
| "Whether i be fir that the. name Brſhop , which in Scriptures 15; 
" | commonto the Prevbycers with the Biſhaps (and not only in Sori- 
* | pture,but alſo in Antiquity for ſome hundreds of yeers) ſhould ſt:! 
' | be appropriated to Biſhops, and ingrofled by them, and nor rather 
to be madecommon to all Presbyters ; and the rather becauſe? | 
Firſt; we finde by woful experience ; thatthe great Equivocati- 
\thatlieth inche name Biſhop, hath been, and is at this day a great 
prop and pillar to uphold Eordly Prelacy; for this is the great Go- 
liab, the madter-picce ;''andindeed the onely argument with which 
'F they think to lilencealloppoſersto wit:, the Antiquity ch Epiſco- 
'7 ile that it hathco  jin'the Church of Chriſt ivr +1 5c0 
| yerſs;tc. whieh'arganentisvicud by this Remonſiranc adnoneam 
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aſqu1 & uſque. Now it isevident that this argument is a Pare 


» hs.” 


depending upon the Equivocation ofthe name Biſhop.For Bi hops 
inthe Apoſtles time were the ſame with Presbyters in name and; 
office, and ſo for a good while after. And when afterwards they: 
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ed as much from ours now , as Rowe ancient from Rowe at this day, . 
as hath been ſufficiently declared in this Book. And the beſt way tg 
confuce this argument 1s by bringing in a Community of the name 
Biſhop to a Presbyter as well as to a Biſhop. 


Secondly, becauſe we finde that the late Innovators which have 


ſo much diſturbed the peace and purity of our Church, did firft be+ 
gin with.the alteration of words; and by changing the word Table 
into the word eter, and the word Miniſter into the word Prief, 
and the word Sacrament into the word Sacrifice , have endeavoured , 
to bringin the Popi/6 Mgſe. And the Apoſtle exhorts us, 2 Tim. ts 
13. To hold faft the form of ſonnd werd::: and 1 Tim 6.20, Toavgyd 
the prophane novelties of words. Upon which text we will only men- 
tion what the Rhemifts have commented , which we conceive to 
be worthy conlideration. ( Naw a folum —_ 
ſed etiam erramtes.) The Church of God hath alwayes been as di- 
-ligent to reſiſt novelties of words, as her adverſaries are buſic to 
invent chem, for which canſe ſhe will not have us communicate 
with them, nor follow their faſhions and phraſe newly invented, 
though inthe nature of the words ſometimes there be no harm.Let 
us keep our forefathers words, and we ſhall eaſily keep our old and. 
erue faith, that we had of the firſt Chriſtians;let them logs fant 
ment, Abſtinence, the Lords Supper , the Communion-T able, Elders, 
Minifters , S uper-intendent, Congregation, So be it, Praiſciye the Lord, 
Horning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and the reſt as they will ; Let us 
avoid thoſe novelties of words, according to the Apoſtles preſcri 
and keep the old terms, Penance, Faſt Priefts,Charch,Biſhop, Maſs, 
HMattin, Even-Song, the BSacrament, Altar, Oblation, Hoſt ,Sacifice, 
Hallelujah , Amen ; Lent, Palm-Sunday, Chriſtmaſs, and the words 
will bring us tothe faith of our firſt Apoſiles , and condemn theſe 
new Apeftates, new faith and phraſe. 

Whether having proved that God neyer ſet ſuch a Government 
in his Church as our Epiſcopal Government is , we may lawfully 
any longer be ſubje& unco it, be preſentat their Cores, obey theit 
Injuxttiens, and eſpecially be inſtruments in publiſhing, and exect 
ting their Excommunications and eAbſolutions ? 

And thus we have given (as we hope) a ſufficient anſwer, and 
brief asthe matter would permit, to the Rewonf7ant. With whom 

chougl 
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came to be diſtinguiſhed, the Biſhops of the Primitive times differ« 
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yet ai/e up the hx, oo OD, called the 
Repairers Repairers of mere, po Tues Gn in. Even (0, Amin. 
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| Titoogs we might have added much light and beauty to our 
Diſcourſe, by inſerting variety of Hiſtories upon ſeveral occaſi- 


SI e Kemon france , the anſwer whereof we have un- 


; eſpecially where it ſpeaks of the bounty and gracious Mu- 
Sx Princes toward the Biſhops, yet unwilling to 


f our diſcqurle , and its connexion with the Re- 
| ra digreſtion , 4s the whole ſeries of Hiſtorie 
extend, unto : We havechoſen 
| on an hiſt 5 Narration of 

| Wtly | ,&e. which 


fl ) the conti- 

nued neſs. Which Vari would 
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m7 Ate theif Fonnder Auſtin the Monk come firſt to be confider- 
x, hem We ma TUE account to have been ſuch to the En- 
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taining Precedency wet ries oyer 
Till "Dzuz/t-», the Si'tired A, Who of «frahtick ee 
mgacer, an ſuſpected'fornicaroti, | horn. Monk, 4 
wards made 'a Biſhop” "Hig worthy 'debds are'nated.b Kt 
have been the ellen King ard ef the? create Ft re&t & 
his keeping; rhe prdttiditing of tharriape}, to.ch? increaſtflþ of all 
filthineſs inthe Clergy of thoſe times; as the long Oration FKing 
Eder i in Stow well teſtifies. - 
In-Edward the Confeflors dayes ,} _ Norman aafencs 


Archbiſhop of Carterbwry, bur ſettin ng and Earl Godwine 
at variance for private revenge, broach® a ER War, till the oy 
biſhop was baniſht. 


Now williem the Conquetour a ſet up Larkefrank, Biſhop 
Capterbury., who to fequire him, ſpent his FAIR ſervice 


Pope Cogn 7 pars dips the King. oY Yer oe 2h of 
 INAR 


State tothe Papacy, a3 himſelf writes rot this 
erſuaſi. q 
The treaſon of «Anſelm to B uf vis Nas kts ok fiok Lo. 
tentto withſtand the King , whine 7 hn ob oh 1 de” 


ſxic co ferck his Pall or ern IF f 

which the Ki ing as fl! 

bag ng ery ng ali 0h hi? ops 
fellted It his ri 


reat hong! 16 the Pope, by beth | 
- ak y hs hync i* he mf hy vas 
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Henry Th Firſt r&ighing, the {2 POOR "is Wptiy d his Phe 
lates that had been Inveſted by the King , and allche Kin ky is 
vext with one Prelate., who the ſecond time betakes bimle f tabls 


 oldfortreſ; at Rome, till th King was faiti'ro yield. 'W hich a 


and the Archbiſtiop retirded, Ipentsthit reft of bis Rey 5: 
contention a unchriftizn j; ja agling wit with'* Terk, about Primac 
Which ended not ſo , but grew hor berween; th and 

as Deanto(; anterbuty ſtriving for the upper ſeat at Dinher, Rene 
King ſeeing their odious pride, mir: borh our of, doors.” ' 

To ſpek of Ralph atid Thurffar , tht tietk 'Archbillibpsy;, 

ſuing the fame quarrel, were redions; as it was. n6 ſmall poet joh 
tothe King and Kingdon, T7 harffar 'refufing to. Ntand to the Kings 
doom , and wins the day , orelle the King mult be accurs'd by the 
Pope; 
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Biſhc ; of Cantetbury K. Ste wa ! 
NJ nl) to Fane robe " 

will ; 1nterdicts the. x7,12 0 
Fefuſtnigto Cro 0B" 58:76. "1 
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2 1.5 44412 © 1184 D::S » 42 337 | 
ecket's pride and out: ragious treafons are'too manifeſt ;_'re- Henry 2.) + 
api Being pif of this Archbiſhoptick to 'teceive it of the 7 
; requiring the Cuſtody of Reckefter-caſtte', and the Tower 2 
of Londen , as belonging to his Seignorie. Protets murthering 
Priefts from Temporal Sword; fanding ſtifly for che L'berties and Speed 462. 
Dignities of Clerks, bur little to chaſtife their vices, vyhich beſides 1 of 
other tying fins , vvere abovea _btndred murthers ſince Henry brigens- iid 
the Seconds crowning , till that time': yo.maintain vvhich , moſt 'y.f.1;;.man 
of the Biſhops conſpire; till the 'rerrour of the King madethem 1ife is lately * 
ſhrink ; bur Fecker obdures, denies that the King of Exglands Printed in Eng 
ourts have authority-ro jadge him» And thus was this noble ith, as ching 
King difquiered by an inſolent [raicoar , if! habic of a Biſhop, tobe imitated. 
a, preatipart of his Reigne / the Land inuproar; many Excom- Hilinſh 70. !, 
mittnicate ©" and outs ; France and Eng/ardl (etto War, and Speed 469» 
the King himſelf curbed , and controlled ; and 4Haſtly , diſci- 
plin'd by the Biſhops and Monks : firſt , vvith a bare-foot pe- 
nance, that drevv blood from his feer , and laſtly , with fourſcore 
laſkes dn his#nointed body vvith Rods. +. "FE 
In-the ſame Kings time it'vvas that*the Archbiſhop of York. 
ſtriving to fir above Canterbary , ſquats him down on his lap,” "lt 
yyhence vvith many a cuff he vvas throven dovun” - _ HU" 93; 
Next the pride of #. Longchamp, Biſhop of Elie, was notori= p;,h.,1;. 
ous, vvho vvould ride vvith a thoufand horks; and of a\Gorern- Page 129, 
our inthe Kings abſence , became a Tyrant ; for vyhich flyingin, ; .o: jo4y, 
Womans apparel hevvas taken. "YO OR 2 4} 


To this ſucceeds contention betyveen Canterbury and Fork ; a- | | 
bout carriage of their Crofles , and Rime appeal'd to : the Biſhop 
of Durhans buyes 2n Earldom. 144- | 

No ſooner another King , but Hwbert another Atchbiſhop to King fchn. 
K: 2 ver | | 


peed 503+. interdias his wh | by Chniſt-. 


| peed 5 09. 


en 3. 
Sicw 188. 


Hel 247. 


peed 529. 
30» 


Y "TY In this time Peckam Archbiſhop of Cx. in a Synod was tamper- 
Helſh 280, ing vviththe Kings liberties, but being chreatened deſiſted. But his 
lk.;o1, ucceſſor Winchelſey on occaſion of Subſidies demanded of the 
| Clergie, made anſvver, That bavingtvvo Lords, one Spirituall, the 
#.315, Other Tem pore, he ought rather to obey the Spirituall governour 
the Pope, bur that he vvould ſend to the Pope to knovy his plea- 
ſure, andfo perſiſted even to beggerie. The Biſhop of Durham al- 

fo wo ga oy = to Rome. | 
PRs 'Thi. ing of this King vvho more forvvard, then the Bi- 
_ Pe of Hereford ? vvitneſſe his Sermon at Oxford , My head, my 
pet head aketh, concluding that an aking and ſick head of a King vvas 

. to be taken off yvithourt further Phyſick. 

dward 2. John the Archbiſhop of Cexterbury,ſuſpe&ed to hinder the Kings 
Speed 586. glorious viRtories in. Flanders, and France, by ſtopping the convey- 
ance of monies committed to his charge, conſpiring cherein vvith 
YVish rhe Pope. But not long after vvas conſtituted that fatall 
OO premenire, 


forth 


riſi lis tof 
ny 


onld n6t onto fer other miſchief on Richer 1; 
ebend a riotous ſer- 
ſurer, who with his 


fellowes' flood on | "1h ciie-Biſhops' houſe; were by the Bi- | 
ſhop whom beds oped rant, ſo-.compla of, that Helſh,478. 
the en ———— on'their liderties;,and ſet a Governour 

over the Cite; 'And perm penn Hr. 7 dew Arnndell Arch- 

biſhop | «chief iinftrunteft and agent in depoſi 

King! RE eng 2 7 = 
*Thelikeftivended | to Henry the fourth, Hwy 4. 
who for. ti 6eher reaſon / but becauſe he Tulpedted char the King © 
did not favour ealth ofthe Church, drew into a moſt horrible 

conlpiraele the Eatles of Kewt Rutland, and Sali, to kite 

ing ins ent af Orford; who yet notwithſtanding was a | 
ia Fa profeſſed x6 lekve the roR et in bettet Lace then be * E* 5# 
forind it. For all this, ſoone after is Richerd Scroop Archbiſhop of Speed6 31. 
ork inthe field againft him, the chiefe attractor of the rebellious Holfs. 529. 


- In \ times Thom) Arundel! a great'perſecutor of the Goſpel Henry 5: 
preached; by Wike tf: followers , dieva fearfull death, histongue ſo 
ſwelling vvithin bis mouth, chat hemuſt of necefſity ſtarve. His ſuc- 
ceſſor C hickeley nothing milder diverts the King, that vvas looking 
6 neerly into the ſuperfluous revenues of the Church , to a bloo- Speed 638. 
warre. | | 
All the famous conqueſts vybich Hexry the fifth had made in Henry 6. 
France , vvere loſt by a civil diſſenſionin Exglexd, vvhich ſprung 
firſt from the haughty pride of Beanforr Biſhop and Cardinall of« 
Wincheſter, and the Archbiſhop of Terk againſt the ProteRor, Speed. Holſs.595. 
674- In the civill warres the Archbiſhop ſides with the Earle of Page 620; 
Warwick, and Marchin Kent, Speed 682. : 
Edward the Fourth, Meantacute Archbiſhop of Terk, one of the Edward 4 
chiefe conſpirators with #/arwickagainſt Zdward the fourth,and af» Speed 699. 
terwards his Jaylor, being by Yarwicks treaſon committed to this 


OP. 
In Edvard the Fifths time, the Archbiſhop of Tork was, though Edward 5. 
perhaps unwittingly (yer by a certain fate of Prelacie) rhe unbap- 
by Grams of pulling the young Duke of 76k our of Sanu- 
ary, into his cruel Uncles hands. 
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462. 
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:Hding.anpther 


of, 
what rates he po ory 4 rote ho 4 
againſt him, Holinſoed, 9124 and againl all che Bill 
911, which when the. Parligmgnt ſought toremedie, 
exceſſive extortion.inithe \Fgcleſiaſtigah Coyrts,:the:Þ 
| out; Sacriledge, the;Chuxch goexto.mine, 8545did6 
. withtheSchiſme of the Hu/jpyr, 4hig. ., Afterthis ; thoug air 
Epeed 78 4+ ſhopsceaſed to be Papiſts; for they preached againitche Popes Sp. 
premacie , to pleaſethe King , yet they ceaſed not to oppugne the 
Goſpel,cauſing TixdalsTranſlation to be burnt, yea,they agreed ro 
the ſuppreſſing of Monaſterics, leaving heic evennehn the: King, 
Hel.992 to make vvay for the fix bloudy Azzcles ; Whoh proceedings with |... 
all cruelty of inquiſition are ſet down , 'Helix/h. peg-946: till they 1 


- 
(> 


were repealed the ſecond of Edwardthe Sixth, topping in the mean _ 
. While the cauſe of Reformation well begun by the Lord Cronwel. W 


Speed 792, And this miſchief was wrought by Steven Gardiner, Biſhop of Wis» hy gi 
Speed. cheſter.. The ſix Articlesare fet down inSpeed,, Pebr7g 2s volu 
Stata: Hen. The Archbiſhop of Saint Andrews, his bindring of England, and 

$. Anno 35., Scotland: Union, for fear of Reformation, Speed 794- 


Car. 5- As for the dayes of King Edward the Sixth , we cannot but ac By 

{ dward6- Knowledge to the glory of the rich mercy of God, that there wa Phi 
a great Reformation of Religion, made even to admiration. Ang of th 
yet notwithſtanding we do much diſlike the humour of thoſe , th l 
cry up thoſe dayes as a compleat pattern of Reformation, and the _ 
endevour to reduce our Religion to the ficſt times of King Eawar Iſo! 


which we conceive were comparatively very imperfe&,there being | -< 
foure impediments which did mich hinder chat bleſſed work, . | this 

The rhree Rebellions- One in Henxy the Eighths time , by thy | 
Prieſts of Linc:In and Twkefire , for that Reformation whit 
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Wnc h TS AC X WWpendapaye 8 \ vi wack oY wan i RK," Id I by 
& The violent oppoſition 0 | 
Martin Bucer write to King Edward in his Book de Regno Chrifts, 
6.2: cap.1- and ſay, Your dqb I that this reſtoring a- 
hainthe Kingdom of Chrilt, Which wEreqlire, yea, which the fal- 
ion of us all requireth , may in no wiſe be expeRed to come 
fom the Biſhops, leeing there be ſo few among them which do 
aderſtand the power and proper Offices of this Kingdom; and ve- 
9 many 6f them by all means (which poſſibly chey can and dare) 
her oppoſe themſelves againſt it, or defer and hinder. 
| - The deficiency of zeal and courage even in thoſe Biſhops who 
afcerwards proved Martyrs, witneſs the ſharp contention of Ridley 
againſt Hooper for the ceremonies. And the importunate ſuit of 
Cranmer and Ridley for toleration of the Maſs for the Kings ſiſter, 
hich was rejeRed by the Kings not only reaſons, but tears;where- 
y the young King ſhewed more zeal then his beſt Biſhops, 829. 
The inhumane butcheries , blood-ſheddings , and cruelties of 
Gardiner , Bonner , and the relt of the Biſhops in Queen Mavies 
"wig are fo freſh in every mans memory , asthat we conceive it a 
thing altogether unneceſſary co make mention of them. On:ly we 
fear leſt the guilt of the blood then ſhed, ſhould yer remain to be 
"| [required at the hands of this Nation, becaule it hath not publickly 
hey endeavoured @> appeaſc the wrath of God by a general and ſolemn 
/ humiliation for it. 
yy What the praQ ces of the Prelates have been ever ſince, from the 
"i*"}] | begininning of Queene Elizabeth to this preſent day, would fill a 
| ur (like Ezekicls Roll) with lamentation, mourning, and wo 
to record. Forit hath been their great deſigneto hinder all further 
Reformation; to bring in doQrines of Popery, Arminianiſme, and 


ibertiniſme,to maintain,propagate and much encreaſe the burden 
NY of hrmane ceremonies: to keep out, and beat down the Preaching 
by JF of the Word, to ſilence the faichfull Preachers of it, to oppoſe and 
perſecute the moſt zealvus profeſſours, and to turn all Religion in- 
4 £92 pompous out-ſide ; and to tread down the power of godlinefs. 


"F Inſomuch as it is come coan ordinary Proverb,that when any thing 
} | is ſpoiled , we uſeto ay » The Biſhop's foot hath been init. And in 
| | this (and much more which might be ſaid ) fulfilling Biſhop Box- 
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